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In the absence of a comprehensive household survey program in American Samoa, the Department 
of Commerce-Statistics Division established an ad hoc system of mid-decade sample surveys to 
bring up to date, data and subject matters pertaining to demographic, social and economic profile of 
the territory.  This series started with the 1985, 1988 and now the 1995 project.  While the U.S. 
Bureau of Census since 1920 conducted a census in the territory every ten years, American Samoa 
is excluded from the Bureau of Census Current Population Survey (CPS).  This and among other 
reasons such as the impact of migration, prompted the need for maintaining and updating social and 
economic characteristics of the resident population. 
 
This report contains a selection of tables obtained from the household sample survey of American 
Samoa conducted in 1995.  The format used in census publications is as far as possible maintained 
to provide direct comparisons with data display of the last census of 1990.  
 
Every effort was made to comply with standard questionnaire contents and subject matter 
specifications used by the US Bureau of the Census.  For instance, housing questions were basically 
the same except housing expenditure items were added to the American Samoa Questionnaire.  In 
the Population Section, two specific items unique to American Samoa; namely Matai Title and 
Religious Affiliation were included.  Otherwise, population questions were basically the same as 
the 1990 census questionnaire contents.  The Expenditure Section including Weekly Diary, 
(although not included in the regular census program) was included to collect data on household 
expenditure for reconstructing the American Samoa Consumer Price Index.  The Emigration 
Section was added to try and collect data on out-migration of the resident population. 
 
I would like to thank the many government agencies, organizations and individuals that assisted in 
this project.  To former Governor A. P. Lutali, Governor Tauese P.F. Sunia and Director of the 
Department of Commerce, Mr. John Faumuina Jr., thank you for your continued support.  The 
continuing interest and financial commitment by the US Department of Interior-Office of Insular 
Affairs contributed a great deal to this and other statistical projects of the government.  The 
technical guidance of the US Bureau of the Census-International Programs Center, in particular 
Dr. Michael J. Levin, Mr. Michael Stroot and all the IMPS Experts in Washington D.C., thank 
you for your encouragement.  Lastly to my staff at the Statistics Division-Mrs. Ianeta Kappel, 
Mrs. Lutia Mata’u, Mr. Fogatia Letuli and Mr. Anthony Loa.   This is a product of your 
commitment to the development of statistical capabilities in the territory.  There are so few of you 
that at times I thought we will never see the end of this project.  Thank you for your support and 
keep up the hard work. 
 
I must make special mention of my appreciation to the People of Tutuila and Manu’a for 
welcoming survey workers to their homes and taking time out to answer the long list of questions.  
Without their support, the household survey would not have been a success. 
 
 
Vaito’elau Filiga 
Chief Statistician 



INTRODUCTION 
 
General Characteristics 
 
The territory of American Samoa is made up of seven islands with a total land area of 76 square 
miles.  Located in the tropics, it is 14 degrees south of the equator and 160-173 degrees west 
longitude.  This island chain is some 2,300 miles southwest of Hawaii and over 4,100 miles 
southwest of San Francisco.  Sydney, Australia is about 2,700 miles further to the southwest, while 
Auckland, New Zealand is only 1,600 miles southwest.   American Samoa is the only United States 
territory south of the equator.   
 
The seven American Samoan islands are dispersed over 150 miles of water.  Tutuila, the main 
island, is the center of government and business.  Its famous Pago Pago harbor is one of the 
Pacific's deepest and most sheltered harbors.  Tutuila has a land area of 56 square miles, with an 
estimated 95 percent of the 59,600 total population living there.  The remaining 20 square miles 
include the three islands of Ofu, Olosega, and Ta'u in the Manu'a group located 60 miles east of 
Tutuila.  Aunu'u, a small island ¼ mile off the eastern shore of Tutuila and Rose Atoll, a wildlife 
refuge 60 miles east of Manu'a.  Swain's Island is located about 200 miles north of Tutuila.   
 
The location of these islands in the path of the Southeast trade winds results in frequent rains and a 
pleasant, warm tropical climate.  The year-round temperature ranges from 70 to 90 degrees, 
depending on the warmth of the surrounding ocean.  The humidity averages about 80.9 percent 
during most of the year.  The average rainfall at Pago Pago International Airport is 130 inches per 
year.  November to April is the wet season, with December to March being the hottest and most 
rainy months.  Droughts in the months from June to September have occurred, bringing critical 
water shortages. 
 
The clay and sandy loam soils vary greatly due to the mountain terrain and heavy rains.  The soil of 
the mountain slopes is very thin due to leaching and will support only tough growths of the jungle.  
However, the soil in the fertile valleys is rich and ideal for growing tropical fruits and stable food 
crops.  In these valleys agriculture is practiced over the entire year.  Bananas, taro, and breadfruit, 
the staple food of the Samoans, grow all year and there usually is an abundance of fish.  Most meat 
and other staple foods are imported. 
 
The People 
 
In 1900, the population totaled 5,679. By April 1, 1990, it rose to 46,773.  Current estimate of the 
population of American Samoa for 1995 now stood at 56,000.  The annual rate of population 
growth between 1980 and 1990 census was 3.7 percent, compared to the annual growth rate of 1.8 
percent between 1970 and 1980.  This rapid population growth is straining the public infrastructure 
and the American Samoa Government's ability to provide necessary services. 
 
The population is still ethnically Samoans constituting about 90 percent of all persons.  Males 
continued to outnumber females.  The sex ratio in 1990 was 106, meaning that there were 106 males 
for every 100 females.  About 50 percent of the population are below the age of 21 years, 
suggesting a very young population.  Those under 5 years old constituted about 15 percent; 5 to 17 
years, about 29 percent; 18 to 64 years, about 47 percent; and 65 years and over made up only 3 
percent of the total population.  About 55 percent of our population were born in American Samoa; 



32 percent born in Western Samoa, 8 percent born in the United States; 3 percent born in Tonga and 
the remaining 2 percent were born elsewhere. 
 
American Samoans are among the last remaining true Polynesians, along with the Hawaiians, 
Marisa, Tonga’s, and Tahitians.  Despite the strong influence of Western Industrial Cultures, 
American Samoans (more than the other Pacific Islander), seem to hold more tenaciously to their 
ancient traditions.  However, in recent years there appears to be some blending of Western with 
traditional ways.  American Samoa still keeps the "aiga" or extended family as the basis of its social 
structure.  This is a unique system where the "matai" or chief holds control over all of the family's 
land and property.  The “matai” is responsible for the welfare of the family, as well as for its 
representation in the village and district councils.  For the "aiga" to exist and function, each member 
plays a part in contributing to the welfare of the group, from the chief down to the most elementary 
tasks performed by the children.  The family group also owns land and it is estimated that more than 
90 percent of the total acreage in American Samoa is communal family land. 
 
Political System 
 
After US acquisition with the deed of cession signed in 1900, American Samoa became an 
unincorporated and unorganized territory of the United States administered by the US Navy.  In 
1951, the administration of the islands was transferred to the US Department of the Interior.  The 
Constitution of American Samoa, approved by the Department of the Interior in April of 1960, 
established the three branches of government: Executive, Legislative, and Judicial.   
 
Heading the Executive Branch are the Governor and Lieutenant Governor, who were until 1977, 
appointed by the Department of the Interior.  In November 1977, the first popular vote was held and 
the residents of American Samoa elected its own Governor and Lieutenant Governor.  Since 
November 1980, gubernatorial elections for regular four-year terms began.  
 
The Legislative Branch or "Fono" is composed of 18 members in the Senate and 21 members in the 
House of Representatives.  Each of the 15 political counties in American Samoa elects one or more 
paramount "matai" to the Senate for a four-year term.  The House of Representatives has 20 voting- 
members elected from 17 representative districts and one non-voting member from Swains Island. 
 
The Judicial Branch consists of a high court and a village court.  The Chief Justice and Associate 
Justice are appointed by the US Secretary of the Interior.  The Governor upon recommendations by 
the Chief Justice and subject to confirmation by the Senate; appoints the Samoan Associate Judges.  
The High Court is separated into the Divisions of Appellate, Trial, and Land and Titles.  The Land 
and Titles Division has jurisdiction over cases involving land disputes and selection of matai titles. 
 
In 1978, the American Samoa Government had a local representative in Washington, D.C., 
appointed by the Governor.  In November 1980, the people of American Samoa went to the polls to 
elect a non-voting Delegate to the United States Congress. 
 
Land Tenure System 
 
The local land tenure system merits attention because of its implications for economic development.  
Local statutes establish five separate categories of land ownership: 
 



1. Freehold lands: Land acquired by individuals prior to 1900.  There is no restriction on transfer 
of titles or lease tenures.  

2. Government-owned lands: Transfer from the Department of the Interior and from native owners.  
Acquisitions via condemnation proceedings, right-of-way easements, and reclaimed lands. 

3. Church-owned lands: Acquired through court grants and conveyance by native owners of 
commercial lands, after approval by the Governor.  Lease of church lands to parties other than 
the American Samoan Government requires approval of the Governor.  Law prohibits transfer 
of title of church lands to non-American Samoans. 

4. Individually-owned lands:   
5. Communal family land: Land registered in the court as communal family land.  Includes 20,000 

acres currently registered and 23,000 acres of undeveloped and less accessible land which, will 
in the future probably revert to communal or individual ownership.  

 
The existing tenure law on communal lands, including individually-owned land, prohibits alienation 
of any land except freehold land to any person whose blood is less than one-half Samoan.  Unless 
there is written approval by the Governor it is also unlawful for any matai of a Samoan family: (1) 
to alienate any family lands to any person; or (2) to lease such family lands to any person for any 
term not exceeding 30 years.  Non-American Samoans are not allowed to buy individually-owned 
land or to lease it for more than 55 years, nor can communal lands be transferred to individuals for 
the purpose of making such an arrangement with non-Samoans. 
 
A very small percentage of native or communal land has been surveyed and registered.  Such 
registration has never been required because of the potentially negative impact on the culture, and 
because of strong political objections.  Consequently, boundaries have been transitory, allowing for 
neighboring "aiga" and villages to co-opt land resources.  Despite the potential for extended 
litigation, it is expected that the amount of communal land being registered and utilized will 
probably increase, so as to prevent encroachments of homesteaders or unwitting settlement by 
neighboring families.  Communal landowners are beginning to recognize the necessity of protecting 
their property rights in the face of existing laws which permits forfeiture of unused land. 
 
A very significant development since the mid-1970s (and will likely to continue), is the increasing 
transfer of communal land to individually owned land.  Reasons for this change are: 
  
 a growing number of nuclear Samoan families want to break away from the communal 

obligations that are required of those who settle on communal land; 
 individual members of a family do not have perpetual rights to communal lands and, therefore, 

the acquisition of individually-owned land would assure that such property could be willed to 
children or other heirs;  

 Individually owned native land is an acceptable form of collateral for obtaining home and 
business loans. 

 
Although the Fono established a separation-of-structure-from-land agreement in 1962 to provide 
lending institutions with more security, financing activity by local private institutions was 
negligible.  These local institutions contended that the current safeguards were not adequate to 
support private land development.  "They advocated an extension of the lease tenure system and 
establishment of a mortgage foreclosure law.  The Fono, in 1978, passed bill (Public Law 15-88) 
extending the lease in land laws are in accord with the peoples wishes, the law required passage a 



second time by a new session of the legislature.  This confirmatory bill was passed in 1979 (Public 
Law 16-49) and the chief beneficiary of the legislation has been the residential housing construction 
industry.  
 
Economy 
 
American Samoa has a small developing economy, which is dominated by the American Samoa 
Government, Tuna Canning and most recently, Garment Manufacturing.  These made up over 70 
percent of employment in the labor force.  The rest of economy consists of retail trade and service 
establishments.  
 
Total employment in American Samoa rose over this period, from 12,396 in 1989 to 12,593 in 
1990, a modest increase of 197 jobs, far less than the growth in population.  This increase was due 
to the strong growth in the retail trade and service industries.  Employment at the tuna canneries, 
which together became the largest place of employment in 1989, declined by almost 100.  There 
was a modest decrease in ASG employment, as well as an increase in the number of unemployed.  
American Samoa’s current narrow economic base is not adequate to meet the demand for 
employment.  The government has sought to diversify its economy by seeking outside investment in 
light industries (particularly in garment manufacturing), farming and fishing, tourism and regional 
trade and services.  However, the disadvantage of a remote location, lack of skilled manpower, 
limited infrastructure and the lack of significant comparative advantages (such as labor cost) over 
other Pacific Islands have yet to be overcome.   
 
American Samoa's Balance of Trade mirrors the dominance of the tuna canneries.  Total exports are 
almost exclusively products of the tuna canneries.  Total exports fell again for the second straight 
year from $307.5 million in 1989 to $306 million in 1990.  This follows a $60 million decline in 
exports from 1988 to 1989.  1988 posted the first trade surplus in over ten years. 
 
The local consumer price index (CPI) reflects the increase in the price of imported goods, primarily 
from the US.  Currently, the local inflation rate has been running at an annual rate of 5 percent in 
1992.  This is down from a CPI high of 7.7 percent posted in 1990 driven by the increase in 
petroleum prices in the Territory. 
 
The secondary, non-cannery sector of the economy is made up primarily of firms in the retail trade, 
construction, manufacturing financial services, service industries, and since 1995 the BCTC -
Garment Manufacturing industry.  The number of registered businesses increased between 1989 and 
1990.  1990 exhibited strong growth in this sector with 115 new business registered representing 7.2 
percent growth rate.  Typically, local businesses are small, owned by independent local operators, 
and sell exclusively to the local market.  They face high costs due to limited access to capital, low 
managerial skills, the costs due to limited access to capital, low managerial skills, the need to import 
most goods and raw materials, and high labor costs compared to the rest of the region.  High costs 
and the distance to markets restrict their ability to export.  Thus, local businesses are vulnerable to 
competition from neighboring islands with lower wage levels and from larger, more efficient 
businesses in the U.S. 
 
Driven by the growth of the tuna industry, annual household income and expenditure has been 
increasing.  Annual household expenditure increased from $55.7 million in 1982 to $82.4 million in 
1988.  In constant dollars (1982 = 100) household expenditure in 1988 was $71.5 million.  In 



percentage terms the biggest increases were expenditures on transportation, services and church 
donations.  The biggest declines were on food, housing and school fees. 
 
Despite this increase in household expenditure, approximately 56 percent of the American Samoa 
population were below the national poverty level.  This figure is based on the official report of the 
1990 Census of American Samoa. 
 



THE HOUSEHOLD SURVEY PROGRAM: 1995 
 
Sampling 
 
Two major principles underlie all sample design.  The first is the desire to avoid bias in the selection 
procedure; secondly to achieve the maximum precision for a given outlay of resources.  Bias in the 
selection can arise in: 
 
1. If the sampling is done by a non-random method, which generally means that the selection is 

consciously or unconsciously influenced by human choice; 
2. If the sampling frame (list, index or other population record) which serves as the basis for 

selection does not cover the population adequately, completely or accurately; 
3. If some sections of the population are impossible to find or refuse to co-operate. 
 
Any of these factors will cause systematic and non-compensating errors that are not eliminated or 
reduced by an increase in sample size.  If the sample is taken from an inadequate list, no increase in 
size will correct its unrepresentativeness or eliminate the bias in the characteristics of an infinite 
number of samples so selected.   
 
The sampling method used in the 1995 household survey project is called Systematic Sampling.  In 
general, this type of sampling differs from simple random sampling in that it does not give all 
possible samples of size n from the population size N an equal chance of selection.  In systematic 
sampling, once the sampling fraction is determined, the random selection of the starting point 
determines the whole sample, i.e. if the number 5 was selected with an interval of 5, then 5, 10, 15, 
20…automatically follows.  In systematic sampling, the selection of one sample member is 
dependent on the selection of a previous one, while with simple random sampling from a large 
population the selections are virtually independent of each other.  Systematic sampling produces a 
more even spread of the sample over the population list than does simple random sampling.  
Usually this will lead to greater geographic coverage.     
 
In April of 1994, a team of about 10-map verifier was sent out to conduct map spotting and area 
verification for the preparation for the 1995 household survey enumeration.  Their jobs were to 
canvass the area and map spot all housing units within the given maps.  They were instructed to add 
new houses and delete any residential structure boxes that no longer exist.  This work was done in 
collaboration with the Office of Samoan Affairs and the Pulenu’u of each village. 
 
From the map verification process, all identified housing units were serialized and given a unique 
number.  The housing units were numbered serpentine beginning from starting point (usually at one 
end of a village) and moving to the other end of the village.  Geography codes used in the 1990 
enumeration were used again for the 1995 household survey project.  For instance, Address Register 
Areas or ARA and Block Numbers were the same as in the 1990 census.  The geography data will 
provide a comparable geographic listing of housing units with the regular census program.  
However, the lowest geographic level used for tabulation and dissemination of data is restricted to 
districts only.   
 
 
 
 



Sample weights 
 
A total of 8,967 housing units were listed in the map verification process.  After enumeration, a map 
verification error listing was maintained to estimate non-sampling error from the map project. 
Sampling selection as stated was systematically done without replacement and after enumeration, 
only 1,713 housing units were received and processed.  Again an adjustment factor was calculated 
to correct for non-sampling errors from enumeration.  Different weights were used for the long form 
and Weekly Diary. For instance, Population and Housing, Expenditure, Emigration have a weight of 
5.2 while Weekly Diary (collected from every other household, which means only 10 percent of 
households should respond to weekly diary), has a different weight of 11.8 applied for expanding 
the sample to the 100 percent level.  The non-response in Weekly Diary was about 15 percent and 
thus the weight was adjusted accordingly.   
 
The following calculations provide the adjusted weight factor used for the expansion of the sample 
to the 100 percent level: 
 
 
  Total Adjusted Housing Unit List: 8,967 
  Total Selected Housing Units: 1,776 
  Total Enumerated Housing Units: 1,713 
   Adjustment Factor:    1.04 
   Adjusted Weight:       5.2 
 
 
 

Table of Weights Housing 
Units 

Respondent Weight 

Housing Units Selected 1,776 1,713 5.2 
     Occupied  1,609  
Population  1,713 5.2 
Expenditure  1,020 5.2 
Emigration  85 5.2 
Weekly Diary 804 680 11.8 
    

 



HIGHLIGHTS 
 
Household sample survey is never an easy task.  Resources such as money, manpower, commitment 
and cooperation of all involved are needed.  A household survey in particular can be cumbersome 
given that a basic set of guidelines and sampling techniques must be followed precisely to maintain 
a minimal error level.  However, human errors do happen no matter how much we tried to avoid 
them.  Household survey performs a basic task of providing an enormous amount of aggregated 
data on the residents of American Samoa.  These absolute numbers although may contain errors; 
their proportionate and percentage distributions provide reasonable measures of the composition 
and changes in the demographic, social and economic profile of the territory.  In this report, 
highlights and areas where users should be cautious in making too fine an interpretation of survey 
data are presented. 
 
Size, growth and geographic distribution 
 
The population count of American Samoa from survey data of April 1, 1995 was 52,884.  The count 
is based on a 20 percent sample of households, counting 10,170 persons.  This number is then 
expanded by 5.2 (overall weight for the sample) to derive at the count above.  The count is lower 
than the mid-year population estimates published in 1995.  There could be a lot of reasons for this 
difference.  However, certain factors associated with household composition have indicated a 
structural change in the population of the territory.  For instance, a lot more housing units were 
listed (over 8,900); fewer persons in household; and a continuous drop in the number of persons 
born in the territory in the last five years1.  It could also mean an undercount in the enumeration 
stage.      
 
In absolute number, the Western District has 
outnumbered the Eastern District (i.e. since 
1900 there were more people residing in the 
Eastern District until 1990 and again in 1995).  
However, proportionate distributions were 
different from the 1990 distributions.  The 
Eastern District had gained in population while 
the Western District’s proportion has dropped.  
Eastern District had 45 percent of the 1990 
population; now holding 48 percent (a 3 percentile increase), while the Western District had 51 
percent in 1990; now holding 49 percent (a 2 percentile drop).  Manu’a remained relatively 
unchanged.  Population growth has definitely dropped in the past few years, as indicated in the 
annual growth rates between censuses and the 1995 household survey.  Between 1980 and 1990, the 
annual population growth rate registered at 3.7 percent.  The annual growth rate is now at 2.5 
percent between 1990 and 1995.   
 
Age and sex distribution 
 
The sex ratio from the survey data was 101 compared to the 1990 census sex ratio of 106.  In 
general, the overall sex ratio is determined from joint effects of sex ratio at birth, sex of deceased 
persons and sex of migrants.   

 
1 Vital Statistics Registration data published in the 1996 American Samoa Statistical Yearbook. 

          Population by Districts 
Year Eastern Western Manu'a 

1960 11,137 6,113 2,695 
1970 15,955 9,018 2,112 
1980 17,311 13,227 1,732 
1990 21,175 23,868 1,714 
1995 25,308 25,886 1,690 



 
The age structure of the population is consistent with the 1990 distribution (i.e. very broad base 
indicating a relatively high proportion of the territory’s population at young age groups.  As 
provided in the population pyramids below (so called because of their pyramid shape), our 
population is young; recent births at the base, and narrowing width of the structure at older ages 
reflecting mortality.   The sex distribution patterns reveal some features unique to the socio-
economic profile of the islands.  The excessive number of males and females in 20 to 29 ages 
reflects the likelihood of age selective migration particularly the economically active age groups.   
 

 
The median age for the population is 19.9 years, a slight drop from the 1990 median of 20.9 years.  
Recent births; those 0 to 4 years accounted for about 16 percent of the population, while those in 
school ages (5 to 19 years) accounted for 35 percent of the population.  Those 60 years and over 
accounted for only 6 percent of the population.  The dependency ratio (non-economically active 
over the economically active ages) is 84; meaning that there are 84 dependants for every 100 
economically active adults.      
 
Marital status 
 
Similar questions on marital status at the 1990 
census, (except the inclusion of the 
consensual married category) were asked of in 
the 1995 household survey.  About 56 percent 
of all person 15 years and over were married 
in 1995 compared to about 54 percent in 
1990.  On the other hand, the proportion never 
married dropped from 39 percent in 1990 to 
36 percent in 1995.   
 
Single males outnumbered females by a ratio of 1.14 to 1.  Close to three times as many female 

36%

56%

1%

1% 4% 2%

Marital Status: 1995 Never
Married
Now
Married
Consen.
Married
Separated

Widowed

Divorced



divorcees and almost six times as many female widows were reported in the survey.  The wide 
difference in male and female categories is because of higher life expectancy in females particularly 
in older ages.  Although concensual marriages were not reported separately in 1990, close to 300 
cases (1 percent) were reported in the 1995 survey.   
 
Religion 
 
Religion like the ‘Matai’ title, is one of the non-census items included in the 1995 household 
survey, not just because of the demand (mostly religious groups) for religious affiliation data, but 
also the importance of religion as an integral element of our everyday life.  This issue has only been 
asked twice; first in the 1974 Census of American Samoa and now with the 1995 household survey.   
 
The question “What is your religion?” was asked of each person and the statement given was 
accepted as true.  The larger congregations shown with 
abbreviations, were recorded in the space provided in the 
1974 census, e.g., Congregational (CC), Catholic (RC), 
Methodist (M), or Mormon (LDS), while religion was an 
open-ended question in the 1995 survey.  A person with a 
religion not listed in 1974 was written in the space provided.  
When a person says he or she has no religion, “None” was 
given, and if a person did not wish to answer the question, 
“Refuse” was recorded.  0Children may be assumed to have 
the religion of the head of household or parent/guardian unless 
questioning indicates otherwise. 
 
The table gives the distribution of the population by religious 
affiliation and the magnitude of change in absolute numbers 
between 1974 and 1995. The Congregation Christian Church 
continued to hold most of the population for over 20 years 
(about 16,400 in 1974 and 21,500 in 1995).  However, the 
proportionate distributions of religious affiliation have 
changed significantly in the same period.  For instance, the 
Congregation Christian Church held 56 percent of the population in 1974, now holding 41 percent.  
Likewise, Roman Catholics had 20 percent of the population in 1974; now has 19 percent.  The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Later Day Saints has about 6,600 population or 12 percent in 
 1995 (increase from 2,400 in 1974) and is the fastest growing religion in the territory.  Although 
the Assembly of God had over 4,000 population in 1995, the lack of separate identification in 1974 
made it impossible to determine its trend.  However, in absolute numbers, this is also one of the 
fastest growing religion in the territory.  About 14 religious denominations were identified 
separately in the 1995 household survey.    
 
Matai  
 
The question on ‘Matai’ was somewhat different between the two investigations.  In the 1974 
census, persons enumerated who held matai titles were marked “M”, the title name written in the 
space provided and the country in which the title belongs to was written as “AS” for American 
Samoa and “WS” for Western Samoa.  Untitled persons were shown as “UT” and the title name of 
their matai head written in the space provided along with the country where the title of their matai 

Religious Affiliation 1974 1995 

Total 29,190 52,883 
Congregation Christian Church 16,427 21,476 
Roman Catholics 5,897 10,254 
Methodist 2,029 4,404 
Seventh Day Adventist 603 1,544 
Church of Jesus Christ of LDS 2,399 6,604 
Assembly of God .. 4,363 
Others Religions 1,610 4,124 
No Religion 121 114 
Not Stated/Refused 104 0 



belonged to.  For persons who did not live in an aiga headed by a matai or who did not recognize a 
matai as head of the family was mark “No Matai” in the “Matai Name” space.   
 
The 1995 survey specifically asked for Matai title and registration.  If a person responded yes that 
he/she is a ‘Matai’, then the country where the title is registered at is asked, i.e. American Samoa or 
Western Samoa.  The issue of title ownership and belonging were not asked.  If a person is not a 
‘Matai’ then the response will be no.  Although these subject matter differences do not allow for 
any direct comparisons of the two data sets, there is enough data to draw parallel conclusions about 

the number of ‘Matai’ in the territory.   
 
In the 1974 census, about 1,450 ‘Matai’ were 
identified, compared to 2,662 in 1995.  Close to 60 
percent of those with ‘Matai’ titles in 1995 were 
registered in American Samoan and 23 percent 
registered in Western Samoa.  Another 18 percent 
‘Matai’ were not registered. Of the 2,662 ‘Matai, about 
85 percent were head of households.   
 

 
Race and ethnicity 
 
Although Race is not a specific question in local censuses and surveys, the question on Ethnicity 
allowed for self-identification of persons either by their race or ethnic origins.  For instance, 
response categories included race such as White, Black, Hispanic etc; ethnic origins such as 
Samoans, Tongans, Fijians etc; and Multiple Ethnic Groups such as Samoan/Asian or 
White/Samoan etc.   
 
The ethnic composition of 
the population is 
predominantly Samoans (92 
percent).  The next largest 
single ethnic group is 
Tongans with about 2 
percent, while Asians 
accounted for 1.5 percent of the population.  The largest single Asian Ethnic Group is Filipino 
followed by Koreans.  Multiple Ethnic Groups accounted for about 2 percent of the population. 
 
Citizenship 
 
Over 38,000 persons were either Citizens or Nationals of the United States.  About 13,000 were 
permanent residents of the territory and over 2,000 were temporary residents.  In total, 32 percent of 
the American Samoa population are aliens2.  Of the 38,048 United States Citizens or Nationals, 89 
percent were born in American Samoa, 7 percent born in the United States and other US territories 
and less than a percent born abroad of US parent(s).  About 4 percent became nationals through the 
One Parent Law while less than a percent are citizens though the process of naturalization.  The One 
Parent Law category was not identified separately in the 1990 census due to content specifications 

 
2 Alien is defined as persons who are not nationals or citizens of the United States of America. 

59%23%

18%

Matai Registration: 1995

AS Reg

WS Reg

Non-Reg

Race/Ethnic Origin Total Male Female 
Samoans 48,896 24,419 24,476 
Tongans 1,050 530 520 
Other Pacific Islands 281 183 99 
Asians 790 442 349 
Other Single Race/Ethnic 967 556 410 
Multiple Ethnic Groups 900 499 401 



relevant for all US territories.  In addition, this issue applied to 
American Samoa only. 
 
The significant changes in absolute numbers in both American 
Samoan born and Non-US Citizen or national, reflected the trio-
effect of migration, fertility and law, in particular, mid-ages and 
child bearing ages.  The increase in the percentage of those born in 
American Samoa is correlated with the proportion of those ages 0 
to 4 years reflected in the age-sex distributions as long-term 
migrants settled here.  Likewise, the drop in Non-US 
Citizen/National is probably due to outward migration, but most 
likely due to those who have changed their national status with the 
passage of the One Parent Law.  
 
Place of birth 

Migration can be measured in a lot of ways. 
For instance place of birth of the population, 
parental birthplaces, year of entry, residents 
one year ago and resident five years ago 
(long term migrants).  These questions and 
reasons for migration were asked in the 1990 
census and the 1995 survey, to get a better 
understanding of the migration issue in 
American Samoa.   
 
Based on place or country of birth, the 
proportion of the American Samoan born 

has gone up from 55 percent in 1990 to 64 in 1995, in contrast to the decline of the Western Samoan 
born from 31 percent to 27 percent.  Like the Western Samoa born, the Tongan born proportion also 
dropped from 3 to 2 percent.   
 
The 1995 distributions reflected the impact of age selective migration of the past, particularly those 
in child bearing ages which contributed to the 9 percentage points increase of the American Samoan 
born, and a drop in the rest of the birthplace categories.   
 
Year moved into American Samoa 

Of the almost 20,000 persons born outside of 
American Samoa, nearly 5,000 of them migrated 
into American Samoa in the past five years.   
Likewise, another 3,500 persons arrived five years 
before the census of 1990.  In total, over 8,000 (44 
percent) of all migrants moved into American 
Samoa in the last 10 years.  Another 17 percent 
moved in five years after the 1980 census and 14 
percent before the 1980 census.   
Parental birthplace 

 
Over 50 percent of all persons with mothers or fathers born in Western Samoa, while about 40 

Citizenship 1990 1995 
US Citizen/National 29,742 38,048 
     Born in Am. Samoa 25,573 33,722 
     Born in US or Territory 3,543 2,808 

     Born Abroad US Parents 455 73 
     One Parent Law .. 1,305 
     Naturalize Citizen 171 140 
Non US Citizen/National 17,031 14,836 
     Permanent Residents 15,529 12,589 
     Temporary Residents 1,502 2,246 
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percent with mothers or fathers born in American Samoa.  These distributions have gone up since 
the 1990 census particularly for those with American Samoa born fathers (increase by 3 percentage 
points.  Those with Tongan and US born parents have dropped by one percentage point respectively 
in the same period.   
 
Residence five years ago 
 
Long term migration is measured by 
place of residence five years before the 
census and in this case the 1995 
household survey.  Of those 5 years and 
over in 1995, almost 4,000 (9 percent of 
the population lived outside American 
Samoa five years before the survey.  The 
number of persons who lived in the US 
and Western Samoa were equally the 
same (over 1,500 each), indicating a 
continued return- migration flow from the 
United States.  Compared to the 1990 
census, the number of those who lived in Western Samoa in 1985 was twice as many as those who 
lived in the United States.  Whereas in the 1995 survey, there were more people who used to live in 
the US five years ago now residing in American Samoa than Western Samoa.   
 
Internal movement within American Samoa is also occurring as shown by those residing in the 
same house or in a different house in 1995.  For those residing in a different house, the question on 
residence in the same county or a different county was asked.  In 1995, although there is a high 
percent of those who lived in the same house five years 
before the survey, 20 percent of the population have moved, 
and almost 3,000 of those who moved had moved to a 
different county.  The level of movement (both internal and 
international) is twice as much in 1990 than in 1985.    
 
Reasons for migration 
 
A question on reason for migration was asked for those born 
outside American Samoa.  Usually people moved because of 
economic reasons and socio-political stability of a country.  
This is not the case in American Samoa where the number 
one reason for those moved here was to visit family/relatives 
or vacationing (24 percent of persons born outside American 
Samoa).  Second to the Visit Family category is also family 
related (those who came here on family subsistence or 
commercial activities including agricultural with 22 
percent).  Those who came here for economic reasons came 
third with 20 percent while another 13 percent were here as 
dependents of employed persons.  About 5 percent were here because of missionary work, and less 
than a percent were here seeking medical help. 
 

 1990 1995 
Persons 5 years and over 39,821 44,600 
     Same house 5 yrs ago 30,759 35,308 
     Different house 5 yrs ago 2,763 5,340 
          Same county 1,152 2,527 
          Different county 1,611 2,813 
     Outside American Samoa 6,299 3,952 
          United States 1,781 1,638 
          Western Samoa 3,415 1,534 
          Elsewhere 1,103 780 

Reason for Migration 1995 
Persons born outside American Samoa 19,162 
     Employment 3,037 
     Spouse of employed persons 790 
     Dependent of employed persons 2,574 
     Family subsistence 3,354 
     Family business/agriculture 957 
     Missionary activities 900 
     Medical reasons 99 
     Visiting/vacationing 4,685 
     Other reasons 2,766 



Recent migration 
 
Recent migration, both internal and international movement occurred last year.  Only about 1,600 
persons crossed the international boarder in 1994.  Of those persons, 650 were from the United 
States; about 570 were from Western Samoa and the rest from elsewhere.  The data also showed a 
substantial internal movement.  Of those who lived in a different house in American Samoa in 1995, 
65 percent relocated to a different county.   
 
School enrollment and educational attainment 
 
Questions on school enrollment and educational 
attainment were asked in censuses and the 1995 
survey. Of the 19,521 persons 3 years and over 
enrolled in school, over 3,000 were in preprimary 
school while over 15,000 enrolled in elementary 
and high schools.  These enrollment proportions 
have more than doubled in the last five years for 
preprimary, elementary and high school except for 
those in college which dropped in the same 
period.  Over 90 percent of those 3 years and over 
enrolled in school were in public school.   
 
Of the 22,199 persons 25 years and over, 8,429 (61 percent) were high school graduates.  This is an 
improvement of about 5 percentage points from the 1990 census.  Those with bachelor degrees or 
higher amounted to about 6 percent. 
 
Disability 
 
The question on disability was asked of all persons 5 years and over.  Of those 44,600 persons, only 
983 (2 percent) reported some form of disability.  In addition, disability in relation to labor force 
participation was also asked of those economically active.  Of the 28,626 persons 16 to 64 years, 
208 had self-care limitations and 577 had some form of work disability.  Out of the 577 persons 
with work disability, 374 had disabilities that prevented them from working.    
 
Labor force participation 
 
The total labor force in 1995 was 30,514, or 48 percent of all persons’ 16 years and over.  The 
proportion of those in the labor force dropped significant from 51 percent in 1990 to 48 percent in 
1995.  A similar trend is seen for the female participation where it’s proportion in the labor force 
drop by the same percent.  Of the 14,700 labor force participants, 13,785 (94 percent) have jobs or 
currently employed.  The remaining 6 percent were the unemployed (those that are actively looking 
for work).  The concept of unemployment as defined and used in the western context or developed 
countries may not necessarily capture full unemployment in the territory since there are no 
federal/state/territorial offices dealing directly with unemployment compensation and job 
placement.   Often cases the availability of new hires and filling for employment opportunities are 
done through relatives and friends already employed. 
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Occupation 
 
As expected, close to 4,500 workers were in 
Operators/Fabricators/Laborers occupations 
because of the canned-tuna companies.  It is 
expected that this class of occupation will 
continue to hold most workers with the 
addition of the garment manufacturing 
business in late 1995.  Another 3,000 were in 
managerial/professional occupations and 
about 2,700 in technical, sales and 
administrative support occupations. 
 
Industry 
 
Industry data shows a drop in the private sector employment particularly the main manufacturing 
industries, and a significant increase in the public sector, which presumably falls into the 
Professional and Public Administration Industry classifications.  Employment in Manufacturing 
(Non-durable) Industries dropped by about 300 employees between 1990 and 1995.  Again, these 
are sample data and should be cautiously treated.   
 
Class of Workers   
 
Again the drop in private sector employment is 
seen in the Class of Workers categories.  In 1990, 
close to 8,205 were in paid private sector jobs, 
whereas 8,000 were in the same category in 1995.  
On the contrary, government employment gained 
by about 800 workers (went up to almost 5,200 in 
1995 compared to 4,400 in 1990.)     
 
Income 
 
Income by type (wages, business income, etc) is asked of all persons 15 years.  Median and mean 
individual income increased while median and mean household income dropped.  Likewise, per 
capita income has gone up by about 7 percent ($3,039 in 1990 to $3,249 in 1995).  Total income 
received by all persons’ 15 years and over amounted to $173 millions compared to $142 millions in 
1990.  Income did not improved with length of residence for those who were born outside American 
Samoa.  For instance, those who came in less than two years before the 1995 survey enumeration 
made more money than those who came in 5 or more years earlier did. 
 
Household income is derived from summing income types of person’s 15 years and over in a 
particular household.  The median household income in 1995 was $15,715; a slight drop from the 
1990 median of $16,114.  Household size also dropped to about 6 persons in 1995 which means 
more nuclear families emerged and less people contributing to total household income.  The number 
of households increased by about 27 percent five years after the 1990 census count.  
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Housing Characteristics 
 
Total housing units enumerated in the 1995 survey was 1,713, giving an estimated count of 8,908 
housing units in the territory.  This is a substantial increase in total housing units after the 1990 
census in which 6,900 housing units were counted. It is expected that the growth in total housing 
units accelerated with the reconstruction of the islands after two major hurricanes devastated the 
territory in 1990 and 1991.   
 
A total of 8,367 housing units were occupied in 1995; 6,906 units owner-occupied and 1,461 units 
occupied by renters.  Only 541 units were vacant.  Most housing units (7,519) are single detached 
with about 125 apartment units.  Material for wall is equally divided between concrete blocks and 
wood (over 4,000 housing units each), while roofing is mostly metal.   
 
Close to 6,000 housing units were connected to either the government water system or the village 
water system.  Another 1,776 units are still dependent on catchment, tanks or drums for collecting 
water.  About 2,500 units are now connected to the government sewer system while another 5,590 
units used septic tanks.   
 
Over half of the occupied housing units used LBG-
gas fuel for cooking followed by electric use with 
2,096.  Over 7,000 housing units had refrigerators; 
96 percent of units with refrigerators are electrically 
powered.  Most housing units have electricity and a 
substantial number equipped with sink and piped 
water.  Also, close to 7,000 housing units have 
television and close to 6,000 have telephone.  
Likewise, almost 6,000 units have radio.  Only 764 
(9 percent) have air conditioning and over half of the 
housing units have vehicles or access to a vehicle.   
 
Emigration 
 
The purpose of asking emigration questions was to get an idea of the magnitude and reasons why 
people moved, particularly to the United States.  Obviously from the survey results, not too many 
families paid too much attention to these questions since the response rate was very low.    Only 837 
persons reported by their family now living outside of the territory.  Out of the 837 persons, over 
half of them were in school and another 39 percent were currently working.   
 
Expenditure 
 
Expenditure data were collected on three data capture levels.  Major Household Expenditures with a 
reference time of 12 months (i.e. purchases received or paid for in the past 12 months) were 
collected on the main questionnaire.  Regular Household Expenditures (usually with a reference 
time of one month) were also collected on the main questionnaire while one-week of expenditures 
was collected with a separate Weekly Diary Booklet. 
 
 
Tables should go here….. 

All Housing Units 8,908 

     Owner Occupied 8,367 
     Renter Occupied 1,461 
     Vacant 541 
  
With refrigerators 7,239 
With microwave 2,184 
With sink with piped water 6,042 
With electric power 8,258 
With telephone 5,897 
With radio 5,944 
With TV 6,942 
With air condition 764 
With a vehicle or access to 4,633 



 
 
APPENDIX A: DEFINITION AND CLASSIFICATION 
 
Housing Unit Definition: 
 
A housing unit is a house, an apartment, a mobile home or trailer, a group of rooms or a single room 
occupied as separate living quarters or, if vacant, intended for occupancy as separate living quarters.  
Separate living quarters are those in which the occupants live and eat separately from any other 
persons in the building and which have direct access from outside the building or through a 
common hall. The occupants may be single family, one person living alone, two or more families 
living together, or any other group of related or unrelated persons who share living arrangements.  
 
In American Samoa, extended families make use of different types of living arrangements.  Under 
one type of living arrangement, the extended family occupies several structures where the members 
of the extended family live.  If the family members eat most of their meals together in one of these 
houses or fale, then all of the houses combined constitute one housing unit.  However, if some or all 
of the family members eat their meals separately in their own structure, those family members live 
in a separate living quarter and each of the structures they occupy is considered to be a separate 
housing unit.  If the living quarters contain 9 or more persons unrelated to the householder or person 
in charge, they are classified as group quarters.  If the living quarters contain eight or fewer persons 
unrelated to the householder or person in charge, it is classified as a housing unit. 
 
Occupied Housing Unit: 
 
A housing unit is classified as occupied if it is the usual place of residence of the person or group of 
persons living in it at the time of enumeration, or if the occupants are only temporarily absent; that 
is away on vacation or business. If all the persons staying in the unit at the time of the census have 
their usual place or residence elsewhere, the unit is classified as vacant.  A household includes all 
the persons who occupy a housing unit as their usual place of residence.  By definition, the count of 
occupied housing units is the same as the count of households or householders. 
 
Vacant Housing Unit: 
 
A housing unit is vacant if no one is living in it at the time of enumeration, unless its occupants are 
only temporarily absent.  Units temporarily occupied at the time of enumeration entirely by persons 
who have a usual residence elsewhere are also classified as vacant.   
 
New units not yet occupied are classified as vacant housing units if construction has reached a point 
where all exterior windows and doors are installed and final usable floors are in place.  Vacant units 
are excluded if they are open to the elements.  That is, the roof, wall, windows, and/or doors no 
longer protect the interior from the elements, or if there is positive evidence such as a sign on the 
house that the unit is condemned or is to be demolished.  Also excluded are quarters being used 
entirely for nonresidential purposes, such as a store or an office, or quarters used for the storage of 
business supplies or inventory, machinery, or agricultural products. 
 



APPENDIX B: FACSIMILE OF THE 1995 QUESTIONNAIRE 


