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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Compacts of Free Association with the Federated States of
Micronesia and the Republic of the Marshall Islands and with
Palau have had significant impacts on the Guam, the Commonwealth
of the Northern Marianas and the State of Hawaii. While this
migration has undoubtedly provided benefits to the receiving
areas, the immediate impact on the cost to the local governments
of providing educational and social services to the migrants and
their children has imposed a net burden on those governments.
the most significant of these costs, not covered by Federal
grants, have been in public education.

Based on data from censuses and public school systems, the annual
additional cost of providing public education to Compact migrants
and their children would be about $3.5 million for the CNMI and
about $6 million for Hawaii. For Guam, a good estimate of
education and other social costs is expected soon under a
contract with a private firm financed through OIA technical
assistance. Guam reported an expenditure of about $9 million for
education of Micronesian migrants in school year 1995-96.

Estimates of other social costs are being gathered in the CNMI,
Guam and Hawaii and will be forwarded to Congress as soon as they
are available during 1998.

In order to wupdate current population data, censuses of
Micronesians were performed in Hawaii, Guam and the CNMI during
1997, with assistance from the Bureau of the Census and funding
from OIA. The Hawaii and Guam censuses are complete, although
there may be revisions in the Guam data. The most recent figures
for migrants who have arrived since implementation of the
Compacts for their areas are as follows:

Hawaii (1997 Micrcnesian census): 4,815
Guam (1997 Micronesian census, preliminary): 4,568

CNMI (1995 CNMI census): 1,803

In order to continue to respond to the needs of these three
areas, we are recommending: 1) continued direct impact funding
for Guam as provided by Congress and consideration of extension
of funding in the future, 2) implementation of limits on
habitual residence of migrants in Guam and the CNMI, and 3)
contined cooperation between OIA and the governments of Guam,
CNMI and Hawii to better document Compact impact.
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