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Preface

The Marshall Islands Statistical Abstract, published annually by our Office of Planning and Statistics, started
with its first edition in 1985. This is its seventh edition. We have once again reverted to the calendar year
as our year of publication because, a bulk of the information is presented on a calendar year basis and their

annual update is also done on a calendar year basis. Henceforth, we will try and adhere to this calendar
year practice.

Our aim is to provide through this abstract a volume of statistical information which will also serve to a
broader audience as a guide to other publications and sources of information on the Marshall Iislands.

The present edition differs from previous volumes in three ways. Firstly, many of the tables especially,
detailed demographic tables presented in the previous editions have been excluded from the present
edition. Users interested in more detailed demographic information should refer to either the previous
editions, or better still, to the report of the 1988 Census on Population and Housing. Secondly, the volume
has been streamlined by combining related tables and by reducing the point size of the text; some new
styles of presentation may also be found, especially with respect to the graphs. Thirdly, some new tables,
especially on GDP Sector Accounts are included.

Most of the data presented here are from administrative records of the public sector. Such records have
also been the main source for the 1992 updates. Some of the information presented comes from Census
and Survey results. There is, however, much to be done by way of improving our administrative records,
especially in view of the fact that they are our major source of information. We hope that our continuing
efforts to implement the National Statistical Act will result in the improvement that we seek to achieve.

We are also hopefu! that through our efforts to strengthen the capacity of OPS we will soon be able to
gather more information from the private sector sources. This is very important if the statistical data base

we are now building is to serve as a useful and an adequate tool for our efforts at economic development
planning. .

J%ML —
Phillip K. Kabua

Chief-Secretary

2 March 1994
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CONVERSION FACTORS

Length and area

1 Mile = 1.60934 Kilometer

1 Yard = 0.91440 Meter

1 Foot = 0.3048 Meter

1 inch = 2.54 Centimeter

1 Square Mile = 2.5890 Square Kilometer

1 Acre = 0.40469 Hectares

1 Hectare (ha) = 2.47105 Acres

Volume

1 Gallon (US) = 3.7854 Liters

1 Quart = 1.13652 Liters

1 Pint = 0.56826 Liters

1 Barrel = 158.99 Liters

1 Barrel = 42 Gallon (US)

Weight

1 Pound (b) = 16 Ounces (02) =

1 Short ton = 2,000 lbs =

1 Long ton = 2,240 lbs =

1 Kilogram (kg) = 2.205 lbs =

1 Metric ton = 1.1023 Short tons =
or .984 long ton

Power

0.7457 Kilowatts
1,000 Kilowatts

1 Horsepower (hp)
1 Megawatt (MW)

Temperature

Degrees Celsius (C) = 5/9 (F-32)
Degrees Fahrenheit (F) 9/5 (C+32)

0.4536 Kilogram
907.2 Kilograms
1,016.1 Kilograms
1,000 grams (@)
1,000 Kilograms
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Figure 1.1 Rainfall in Majuro, 1992 (see table 1.3 for data)
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Figure 1.3 Sunshine and humidity, 1992 (see table 1.5 for data)




Geography

The Republic of the Marshall Islands consists of 29 atolls each made up of many islets and 5
islands in the central pacific between 4 degrees and 14 degrees North, and 160 degrees and 173
degrees East. The atolls and islands are situated in two almost parallel chain like formations
known as the Ratak (Sunrise) group and Ralik (Sunset) group. The total number of islands and
islets in the whole Republic is approximately 1225 spreading across a sea area of over 750, 000
square miles. The total land area is about 70 square miles (181 square kilometers). The mean
height of the land is about 7 feet above sea level (2 meters).

Urban centers are Majuro atoll with DUD (Darrit, Uliga, Delap) as its core and Ebeye.

The climate of Majuro is predominately a trade-wind climate with the trade winds prevailing
throughout the year. Tropical storms are very rare.

Minor storms of the easterly wave type are quite common from March to April and October to
November. In the past three years, however, there have been three major cyclones. The trade
winds are frequently locally interrupted during the summer months by the movement of the zone
of intertropical convergence across the area.

Rainfall is heavy, with the wettest months being October and November. Precipitation is generally
of the shower type, however, continuous rain is not uncommon.

One of the outstanding features of the climate is the extremely consistent temperature regime. The
range between the coolest and the warmest months averages less than 1 degrees. Nighttime
minima are generally 2-4 degrees warmer than the average daily minimum because lowest
temperatures usually occur during heavy showers in the daytime.

Skies at Majuro are quite cloudy. Cumuliform clouds are predominant but altostratus-altocumulus
and cirriform clouds are also present most of the time.

Weather data for Marshall Islands is provided by the Majuro Weather Station. The station at Majuro
is located on the southeastern end of the Majuro Atoll. This atoll is approximately 160 square miles
in area with a lagoon of about 150 square miles. The lagoon is oblong, 22 miles long and about
4 miles wide. The station is located at Delap.




Table 1.1 GEOGRAPHY OF MARSHALL ISLANDS

Approxi- Area
mate No. (square miles) Latitude Longitude
Name Type | oflslets | Lagoon DryLand| (Deg. Min.) (Deg. Min.)
Marshall Islands 1,225| 4,506.87 70.05| 4 34'-14 42° |160 47" -17210°
Ratak Chain 641| 1672.52 34.02| 5 53'- 1442’ |168 53' - 172 10°
1 Bokak Atoll 10 30.13 1.25{14 32'-14 42' |168 53’ -169 7'
2 Bikar Atoll 7 14.44 0.19}12 11'-12 18" |[170 4" -170 ¢
3 Utrok Atoli 10 22.29 0.94]11 12'-11 12' |169 45' - 169 571’
4 Toke Atoll 6 35.96 0.22|11 5 -11 30'|169 33' - 169 40'
5 Mejit island 1 _ 0.72|10 16' - 10 18'[170 52' - 70 53'
6 Ailuk Atoll 55 68.47 2.07}10 12' - 10 27'|169 52' - 169 59’
7 Jemo Island 1 _ 0.06 10 7 169 33'
8 Likiep Atoll 65| 163.71 306| 9 48 -10 4'|168 58' - 169 20’
9 Wotje Atoll 75| 241.06 3.16| 9 21 - 9 32169 48' - 170 15
10 Erkub Atoll 16 88.92 0.59 9 8 170 O
11 Maloelap Atoll 75| 375.57 3.79] 8 29' - 8 55'|170 50' - 171 15
12 Aur Atoll 43 92.58 217l 8 7 - 8 221171 1" -171 12
13 Majuro Atoll 64| 113.92 375 7 3 - 713|171 20 -171 58
14 Ao Atoll 103| 130.77 500| 6 58 - 7 18{171 33" -171 57
15 Mili Atoll 92} 294.70 6.15| 5 53 - 6 16]171 42" -172 10'
16 Nadikdik Atoli 18 _ _ _ - -
Ralik Chain 584 2834.35 36.03| 4 34'-11 42' |160 47' - 169 44'
16 Enewetak Atoll 441 387.99 2.26|11 20' - 11 41'|162 17" - 162 24’
17 Ujelang Atoll 30 25.47 067| 9 46' - 9 53'|160 47" -161 O
18 Bikini Atoll 36f 229.40 2.32|11 29' - 11 42'|165 12' - 165 34'
19 Rongdrik Atoll 14 55.38 0.65]11 15 - 11 25'|167 22' - 167 32
20 Ronglap Atoll 61] 387.77 307111 9 -11 29'|166 38' - 167 4
21 Ailinginae Atoll 25 40.91 1.08/11 8 -11 11'|166 17' -166 2'
22 Wotho Atoll 18 36.65 1.67|10 1 -10 11'|165 54' - 165 46'
23 Ujae Atoll 15 71.79 0.72} 8 55° - 9 12'|16530' - 166 16'
24 Lae Atoil 20 6.82 0.56|8 54 -9 2'[166 11' - 167 46'
25 Kwajalein Atoll 93| 839.30 6.33| 8 48' - 9 22'|166 49' - 167 25’
26 Lib Island 1 C 0.36| 8 200 - 8 22'|167 23' - 168 18
27 Namu Atoll 54 153.53 242| 7 45° - 8 12'|167 58' - 168 59
28 Jabat Island 1 _ 0.22| 7 44 -7 5168 58 -168 59'
29 Allinglaplap Atoll 56| 289.69 567|7 16' -7 36'|168 33' - 169 44'
30 Jaluit Atoli 91 266.31 438|5 47 -6 18']169 24' - 169 44
31 Kili Island 1 _ 0.36|5 37" - 538|169 7 -169 &
32 Namdrik Atoll 2 3.25 1.07{5 35 - 5 38168 5 -168 9
33 Ebon Atoll 22 40.09 222l 4 34 - 4 42'|168 38' - 168 47"

Source. Guide to place names in the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands TTPI
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