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Summary of Population Statistics

The number of people in the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands (CNMI) increased tremendously between 1980 and 2000.  This
population growth took place in the islands of Saipan, Rota, and Tinian, but
not in the Northern Islands. Since 1935, Saipan’s population has risen
proportionally more than Rota’s and Tinian’s population. By 2000, about 90
percent of the CNMI population lived on Saipan, 6 percent lived on Rota,
about 5 percent lived on Tinian, and less than one percent lived on the
Northern Islands. Therefore, population density increased in Saipan much
faster than in Rota and in Tinian.  In 2000, Saipan's population density
increased to 1,342, it also rose to 90 in Tinian, but it declined to 100 in
Rota within the past five years.

In Saipan, places of population concentration increased from 1990 to
1995. In 1990, Garapan had 10 percent of Saipan’s total population and San
Antonio had over 7 percent; by 1995, Garapan’s population had increased
to about 13  percent, San Antonio's population increased to almost 12
percent, and Chalan Kanoa had over 11 percent of Saipan’s total population.
In both Rota and Tinian, places of population centers, Songsong and San
Jose, respectively remained the same in 1990 and 1995.

Over 62 percent of the population in the CNMI were born elsewhere
and migrated into the Commonwealth; most of them came into the CNMI in
the second half of the 1980’s and into the 1990’s. The majority of all
immigrants were temporary residents who resided in the Commonwealth
under employment visas. The age distribution of the immigrant and CNMI-
born population differed substantially.  Most immigrants were ages 20 to 39
years compared to a CNMI-born population whose median age was only
14.5 years.



Major changes in CNMI population characteristics resulted from the
huge influx of immigrants between 1980 and 1995. The characteristics of
these migrant workers combined with local population, resulted in major
shifts, such as (1) a significant difference in the number of married males
than married females, (2) a high proportion of females employed, and (3) a
higher median age.

The CNMI population was relatively younger in 2000, compared to
1990:  the median age in 2000 was 28.7 years, compared to 29.8 years in
1990.

In 1995, the proportion of males and females in the CNMI population
was nearly even: the sex ratio in 1995 was 99 males for every 100 females.
However, by age group, females outnumbered males in age groups 15-29
years, 70-74 years, and also 75 years and above. The majority of the total
population lived in households in 1995.  Approximately 19 percent of
individuals lived in group quarters in 1995, a decline  from 26.4 percent of
the total population in 1990.

In 1995, men over 14 were more likely than women to be married, due
in part to differences in the age structures of the groups. Over 58 percent
of men and 48 percent of women were married.

Approximately 38 percent of the population in 1995 were born in the
CNMI. The majority of the total population were born outside of the CNMI.
Almost half were born in Asian countries (Philippines, China, Korea, Japan,
Thailand); over 30 percent of individuals were born in the Philippines alone.
In 1980, over 71 percent of the CNMI population were born in the
Commonwealth. This shift in birthplaces of persons in the Commonwealth
was more pronounced in Saipan than in Rota and in Tinian.

In 1995 and 2000, the Filipino ethnic group was the largest single ethnic
group in the Commonwealth.  The Filipinos outnumbered indigenous
Chamorros in 1995 and again in 2000.  This major demographic change was
true in Saipan where the majority of CNMI's population resided.  The
Chamorros were still the most dominant ethnic group in Rota and in Tinian,
although, not as dominant as in previous Census years.  In the Northern
Islands where very few individuals reside, the Carolinians were the most
dominant ethnic group.

The following tables summarize CNMI's population characteristics in
recent years.
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In Saipan, places of population
concentration changed from 1990 to
2000.  In 2000, San Antonio comprised
8 percent of Saipan's total population
and Garapan comprised over 6 percent.
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CNMI Population Density

Population density has been increasing in
Saipan much faster than in Rota or in
Tinian.

Median Age

The population in the CNMI in 2000 was
relatively younger compared to 1990; the
median age in 2000 was 28.7 years,
compared to 29.8 years in 1990.

Saipan 
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Male-Female Ratio

In 1995, the number of males was about
the same as number of females  with a male-
female ratio of 99 males to every 100
females.  By age, however, females greatly
outnumbered males in the age groups 15-
29 years and 70 years and over; males
outnumbered females in age groups 30-69
years.  This is mainly because of the age-
sex distribution of the nonresident workers
in the CNMI.  Nearly all garment workers
were females between 19-29 years old,
causing females to outnumber males in this
age group.

Household Relationships

Of the 51,430 persons who lived in
households in 2000,

• 18% were family householders.

• 9% were non-family householders.

• 34% were children; and

• interestingly, 15% were persons not
related to the householder.
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Marital Status

The disparity between married males
and married females reflected the
different age distribution of male and
female populations in the
Commonwealth.
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Fertility

As expected, the fertility rate was highest
among women aged 45 to 49 years in
1995.  This cohort had an average of
3.37 children ever born.  CNMI-born
women aged had the highest among
women aged 45 to 49 years in 1995.
This cohort had an average of 3.37
children ever born.  CNMI-born women
aged 45 to 49 years had the highest
fertility rate (4.57 children ever born).
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Gender by Place of Birth

The proportion of males and females by
birthplace varied in 1995, as

• 79% of those born in China were
female;

• 60% of those born in the United
States were male;

• 57% of those born in the
Philippines were male;

• 55% of those born in Chuuk, FSM
and Palau were female; and

• 51% of CNMI-born were male.

Place of Birth

In 1995, 38% of the population were
born in the CNMI. The majority of the
total population were born outside of the
CNMI. Almost half were born in Asian
countries (Philippines, Japan, Korea,
China, Thailand) 30 percent were born in
the Philippines alone.
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Place of Birth by Sex in Saipan

Gender distribution by place of birth
mirrors CNMI's population trends since
approximately 90% of individuals live on
Saipan, the region's capital.

Place of Birth by Sex in Rota

In 1995, males comprised the majority of
all Rota residents (58%).  Specifically,

    •  52% of CNMI-born Rota residents
were male;

    •  66% of these born in Asia were
male;

    •  58% of US-born were male.
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Place of Birth by Sex in Tinian

In 1995, males comprised the majority
(52%) of all Tinian residents.  Census
data indicated that:

    •  half of CNMI-born Tinian
residents were male;

    •  53% of Philippines-born
individuals were male;

    •  66% of US-born individuals were
male; and

    •  59% of these born in the FSM
were female.

Median Age, 1995

CNMI's median age was 28 years in 1995.
Therefore, half of all persons were
younger than 28 years and half were older
than 28 yeas of age.  The median age for
CNMI-born persons was much lower (14.5
years) than for any other nationality
group.  The median age for migrants born
in the Philippines was highest at 34.5
years.
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Median Age, 1990

CNMI's overall median age (27.4) was
lower in 1990 than in 1995, due mostly
to the rapid immigrations of Asians.  The
median age among CNMI born individuals
decreased from 16.0 years in 1990 to
14.5 years in 1995.  Median ages among
US and Korean-born persons also changed
dramatically during the five year period.
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Migration

Over 61 percent of the CNMI's population
migrated elsewhere; most migrants came
to the CNMI in the second half of the
1980’s and into the 1990’s. The majority
of all immigrants were temporary
residents who were residing in the
Commonwealth under employment visas.
Immigrant flows were greatest in 1994
and 1995 when 11,444 people moved to
the area.

Ethnicity

In Rota and in Tinian, the Chamorros
were still the most dominant ethnic
group, although, not as dominant as in
previous years.  In the Northern Islands,
the Carolinians were the most dominant
ethnic group in this sparsely populated
region.
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Summary of Vital Statistics

This chapter presents descriptive fertility and mortality data in the
CNMI for 2001 as well as trends over time.

The CNMI birth and death rates have declined over the past 15
years.  Although the birthrate generally increased between 1984 and
1993, the rate dropped during subsequent years.  In fact, the CNMI
birthrate in 2001 reached a second all-time low of 21.0 births per 1,000
women.

The majority of all babies are born to mothers aged 25 to 34 years
(55%), although 10% of babies in the CNMI were born to women aged
19 years and younger.  Approximately 68% of babies are delivered by
midwives in 2000, which is consistent with the past trends.

Nearly 37% of all live births in 2001 were to Filipina women, 30%
were born to Chamorros.  The proportion of babies born to younger
mothers was highest among CNMI-born mothers; while, the
proportion born to older mothers was highest among Filipinas.
Approximately, 67% of live births were to women who were not
married and most babies weighted between 6.6 to 8.8 pounds in 2000.

The CNMI death rate in 2000, the lowest on records was 2.2
deaths per 1,000 persons.  The infant mortality rate, also lowest in
recent history, was 1.2 deaths per 1,000 live births.
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Births and Deaths

The CNMI birthrate generally increased
between 1984 and 1993.  However, the
birthrate fell in 1994 from 30.5 to 25.8
births per 1,000 mothers, primarily due
to the heavy immigration of single
women into the CNMI. The birthrate has
reached an all-time low of 20.7 births per
1,000 mothers in 2000.  Over time, there
has been a corresponding decline in the
CNMI infant mortality rate.

���������� �������� ��;��
��&�
��$���%)


���

�

Age of Mother

In 2000, 28% of all registered babies
were born to mothers aged 25 to 29
years and 25% were born to women
aged 30 to 34 years.  Nearly 22% of
babies were born to women aged 20 to
24 years, 12% to women 35 to 39
years, 10% to women 19 years or
younger, and 3% were born to females
aged 45 years or older.
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Type of Birth Attendant Over Time

The proportion of live births delivered by
midwives has increased slightly from 64%
in 1993 to about 68% in 2000.  At its
lowest percentage, 55% of births were
delivered by midwives and 45% were
administered by doctors in 1997.

Birth Patterns

There is an interesting pattern of births
in the CNMI; slightly more births occurred
during the second six months (July-
December) of the calendar year than the
first six months (January-June).  This
trend was not noted for the year 2000 as
the number of births was nearly identical.
The chart below indicates the registered
live births by month for 2001.
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Mother's Age

The proportion of births to women aged
19 and under has fluctuated during the
past decade, at its highest in 1998
(13%) and its lowest in 1996 (9.4%).

Births by Mother's Ethnicity

Over one-third (37%) of all live births in
2001 were born to Filipina mothers.
Approximately 30% of births were born to
Chamorros, 13% were born to other
Asians, 6% were born to Carolinian.
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Marital Status of Mother

In 2000, approximately 68% of all births
were born to mothers who were not
married.

Sex of New Born

As expected, approximately half of all live
births were female and half were male in
2000.

Birth Weight

On average, 40 percent of babies born
between 1992 and 2000, weighed
between 6.6 and 7.6 pounds.  About 83
percent of all babies fell between 5.5 to
8.8 pounds.  In 2000, 36% of live births
weighed between 6.6 and 7.7 pounds.
Over three-quarters (77%) of babies
weighed between 5.5 and 8.8 pounds.
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Mother's Birthplace and Age

In 2001, almost 33% of all live births
were to mothers who were born in the
CNMI and another 35% were born to
mothers from the Philippines.
Approximately, 8% of births were by
women from China and the remaining
births were to mothers from elsewhere.
The percentage of babies born to
younger mothers was highest among
CNMI-born mothers, while the percentage
of babies born to older mothers was
highest among Philippine-born women.

Births by Ethnicity Over Time

The proportion of CNMI live births born
to Filipina mothers was highest (42%) in
1996 when 620 babies were born to
women in this group.  The proportion of
births to Filipinas increased from 27% in
1988 to 37% in 2000 and 35% in 2001.
The number of babies born to Chamorro
and Carolinian mothers has remained
relatively stable over time.
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Number of Deaths

The average number of deaths was
highest among children in age group 0-9
years, particularly among those less than
one year. The average number of deaths
over time was highest among persons
aged 70 to 74 years.
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Male and Female Deaths

Since 1997, more males than females died
each year.
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Summary of Education

The number of students enrolled in CNMI public schools has steadily
increased since 1995.  There were a total of 13,323 students enrolled in
public or private educational institutions during the 2001 school year.
Enrollment figures have increased over time because of natural population
growth, CNMI immigration, and program changes in the CNMI's Public
School System.  For example, in 1990, all public elementary schools
integrated a kindergarten into their curriculum.  During the same year,
officials reconfigured two additional grade levels to be more uniform with
American standards.  Enrollment also increased in the Headstart program in
1990 due to increased funding.
      CNMI private schools also experienced growth in student enrollment
during the 1995-2000 period.  Since 1982, more than 10 new private
schools opened their doors.  Private school enrollment comprised nearly
21% of CNMI's total student enrollment in 2002.

The lower grades continued to account for the largest proportion of
total student enrollment. As students matriculate to higher grades,
transfers and drop outs tend to increase.

The number of teachers and classroom assistants has also increased to
meet rising demand. Data show that the number of school teachers with
advanced degrees has increased over time as well.  In fact, virtually all (99%)
public and private school teachers in 1999 held 4 years college degrees
compared to 83% five years earlier.

The student population is as diverse as CNMI's total population.
However, local Chamorro, Carolinian, and "Chamolinian" students continued
to comprise nearly 48% of the student body in 2001.

Enrollment at the Northern Marianas College (NMC) appears to have
risen and fallen with the economy, where levels peaked in 1997.  The gender
composition of NMC college students shifted from majority - male in 1994
to majority - female during subsequent academic years.  In 1999 - 00, 58% of
NMC students were female.  Chamorros also comprised the majority of
students enrolled in the Northern Marianas College in 1990.
Approximately 50% of all local college students that academic year were
chamorro, 23% were Asian, 13% were Pacific Islanders, 6% were
Carolinians and 8% were from other ethnicities.
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Total Enrollment

The total number of students enrolled in
CNMI's schools increased steadily between
1997-1998 and 2001-2002 reaching
13,323 number of students.
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Total Enrollments in Public and

Private School

Approximately 21% of all CNMI primary
and secondary students were enrolled in
private schools in 2002.  Public school
students have comprised the majority
79% of all CNMI students since 1997.
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Enrollment by Grade Levels

The lower grades continue to account for
the largest proportion of total student
enrollment.  Transfer and dropout
students tend to increase as they move
into higher grades.  Elevated enrollment
in the lower grades may also be
attributed to the construction of new
private schools serving the specific needs
of younger children.
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Enrollment in Headstart Program

The number of children enrolled in
Headstart was about the same from in
school year 98-99 and school year 01-02.

Number of Public School System (PSS)
Graduates

The number of students graduating from
high schools and junior high schools
fluctuated from year to year, but peaked
during the 1997-1998 school year. Since
1990, graduating from junior high school
has been defined as completing 8th
grade instead of 9th grade.
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Number of Teachers

As expected, the number of teachers and
assistants has increased to meet rising
demand for their services.
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Student-Teacher Ratio

As expected, student-teacher ratio was
slightly lower in private schools than in
public schools for school years 1996
through 2002.

CNMI's primary and secondary student
population is growing increasingly,
diverse, although Chamorro children still
comprised a majority of all students in
2001.
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Northern Marianas College

Since its establishment in 1982, average
semester enrollment at the Northern
Marianas College has steadily increased to
794 in School Year 2001.

Educational Background of Teachers

By School Year 1999, all of CNMI's public
and private school teachers had earned a
college degree or greater, compared to
83% in School Year 1993.
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Educational Attainment

The proportion of adults aged 25 years or
older earning at least a high school
degree increased substantially between
1995 and 2000.  Approximately two-
thirds of adults in 1990 had obtained at
least a high school degree compared to
three-quarters in 1995.  However,
improvements in educational attainment
may be indicative of the presence of
immigrants who tend to arrive having
high school degrees or greater.

Female Educational Attainment

The proportion of women obtaining a
high school degree or greater increased
between 1990 and 1995.  Additionally,
the proportion of females earning a
college degree or greater rose from 15.5%
to 17.1% overtime.
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Male Educational Attainment

The proportion of men obtaining a high
school degree or higher increased
between 1990 and 1995.  Additionally,
the proportion of men earning a college
degree or greater rose from 15.8% in
1990 to 18.2% in 1995.
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College Enrollment by Gender

NMC enrollment has fluctuated between
the 1994 and 2001 school years.  Males
comprised the majority of 61% students
in 1994-1995; however, the proportion
of female students increased substantially
thereafter.  Since the 1995 school year,
approximately 56% of NMC students each
year are female.

NMC Enrollment by Ethnicity

Chamorros have comprised the majority of
all NMC students each year for which data
are available.  In 2000-2001, 56.5% of
the student population were Chamorros,
24.5% were Asians, 11.4% were Pacific
Islanders and 7.5% were of other
ethnicities.
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Labor Force and Employment Summary

The composition of CNMI's labor force has changed dramatically over
the past twenty years.  The labor force participation rate among all adults
increased significantly, from 63% in 1980 to an estimated 81% in 1999.
Women's labor force activity was more than doubled from 39% to 78%
over time and the proportion of working mothers increased substantially as
well.  For the first time ever, women comprised 54% of CNMI's labor force
in 2000, due largely to immigration.  The CNMI unemployment rate for
2001 is estimated to be 3.9%, however including adults not active in the
labor force drives this figure up much higher.

Labor force data also show that Filipinos comprised the largest
working single ethnic group in 1999, which is to be expected since the
majority of all adults living in the CNMI are now Filipino.  The labor force
participation rate for Filipinos was more than twice the rate for
Chamorros, the third largest single ethnic group represented in the labor
force.  This is a dramatic shift from 1980 when Chamorros comprised the
largest ethnic group in the general population as well as in the labor force.

Education is positively associated with labor force activity.
Approximately 94% of all adults with bachelor's degrees worked in 1995,
compared to 90% of adults with high school degrees and 85% of those
with elementary level education.  Obtaining a high school degree appears to
have the greatest impact on labor force participation, according to census
data.



Private sector employment increased tremendously over the past two
decades.  In 1980, approximately 55% of the labor force worked for private
companies and over 42% worked in the government sector.  By 2000,
nearly 87% of all labor force participants worked for private companies.
This change is attributed to the growth of apparel manufacturing,
construction and tourism in the region.

Accelerated migration has shifted CNMI's labor force composition
from majority-US citizen to majority noncitizen between 1973 and 1999.  In
1973, 72% of the labor force was comprised of US citizens, whereas 26%
of workers in 1999 were US citizens.  This shift was most pronounced
among working women, 21% of whom were citizens in 1999 compared to
31% of working men.  By industry, data indicate that the proportion of US
citizen workers in services has remained relatively stable over time, about
32% to 34%.  The proportion of US citizens employed in public
administration increased from 28% in 1980 to 35% in 1999.  Over time,
US citizens have continued to account for a small fraction of manufacturing
workers (6% in 1999).

A closer examination of gender and employment shows that males in
the CNMI are concentrated in construction while females dominate the
apparel manufacturing industry.  The proportion of males working in
construction and public administration decreased from 1980 to 1990,
although men entered the retail trade in higher numbers in 1999 than in
previous years.  The proportion of women in manufacturing rose from 1%
to 44% over the two decades, while the proportion employed in services
decreased (from 46% in 1980 to 32% in 1990).  The percentage of women
employed in professional and related services decreased from 24% to 7%
over time as well.

Overall, Chamorros and Carolinians dominated occupations in the
public sector, whereas Filipinos were concentrated in services and the retail
trade.  Chinese workers comprised the majority of all manufacturing jobs
and Koreans tended to work in retail trades in 1999.

The number of nonresident work permits has risen and fallen with the
economy, and most permits were issued to Chinese workers for jobs in
the apparel industry.  Overall, women accounted for 55% of all  nonresident
permits and workers' ethnicity largely determined the type of occupation
for which the permit was issued.
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Unemployment

The CNMI unemployment rate in 1995
(7.3%) was higher than in 1990 (2.3%).
The estimated unemployment rate in
1999 was 4.3% and 3.9% in 2000.

Women had a higher unemployment rate
(8.6%) than men (6.0%) in 1995.
However, in 1999, the unemployment rate
for women was estimated at 3.7%
compared to 5.0% for men.

By island, Saipan had the lowest
unemployment of 3.5% in 2000, followed
by Tinian (7.7%), then Rota (8.4%).

Labor Force Participation

Between 1973 and 2000, dramatic
changes occurred in the CNMI labor
force.

• The labor participation rate among
all persons 16 years and older rose
from 63% to nearly 84%.

• Women's labor force participation
increased from 39% to 82%.
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Employment by Island

In 1995, the vast majority of all workers
in the CNMI were in Saipan, where most
businesses are located and where the
large majority of population live. This
was still the case in 2000.
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Labor Force by Island

The CNMI's unemployment rate was
highest in Rota both in 1995 and 2000.
No significant difference was found in
labor participation by island; however,
unemployment was lowest in Saipan in
2000.  The small population of the
Northern Islands precludes any analysis of
labor force rates.

"�����+�(��=��������������
���	�
�����#������ $��




���	��� &�
�� "������ ��������

������������'H�#���� *��)%) +)��+� ���
% ��*+� *

=�����-���� ++�+,� +
�'(+ ��,(' ���

 �

������!�� �
� ��
� ��
� ��
� ��
� ��
�

��9������2� ������� , * 
 � �

����.������������-���� ++�+'* +
�'�% ��,(' ��
%% �

����B2	��#� +��,*( (%���( ��*%� ��%() �

����9��2	��#� ��,�� ��+
' �+* �'� 


������!�� �
� �
� �
� �
� �
� �
�

��
����������-���� )�+�, ,�*
) +,( ++� +

������$����������


���	���
������ �1����������-����

=���������� "�
���

����� 

"�����+�+����2����=��������������
���	��
��@�
��?@������ ���$���%%
��� ��%%*

�%%*� �%%
� �%%*� �%%
�

����2�������'�H�#�� ������ �*��*' +*�' �

�
 �

�


A�
���@������ �I��)�#�� ,��)* (�%�+ )(�' (��( �*�,

�����
���������-���� +�%)% ��(+% ����+ ���* �*�+

������!�� �
� ��
� ��
� ���� ���� ����

A�
���@������ �I�'�#�� (�'�' ��+�+ +%�) �'�( �*�)

�����
���������-���� ��*** ��+*� ,'�
 ���* %�*

������!�� �
� ��
� ��
� ���� ���� ����

A�
���@������ �'�#��


���,�#��� (�*'% ��*

 �(,�% �'�� %�)

�����
���������-���� ��+(+ )%, �,��( ���
 *�%

������!�� �
� ��
� ��
� ���� ���� ����

������$��%%
���10'0�����"������*��� ��%%*�������� 07��� ����������"�����')

�������"����#��������$�
�%��
���&����'����(��

��2���

=����������

������
�

��������%%
�


���%%*

������

Working Mothers in the CNMI

CNMI population growth between 1990
and 1995 is reflected in the increase in
the numbers of women with children.
Over five years, working mothers
substantially increased their labor force
participation.  The proportion of working
mothers increased from 60% in 1990 to
69% in 1995. Additionally, the
proportion of working mothers with
preschool children rose significantly from
approximately 60% to 71% over this
short period of time.

Educational Attainment and Labor

Force Participation

As expected, higher level of education is
positively related with labor force
participation.  Census data show that
approximately 94% of adults with
bachelors degrees participated in the
labor force in 1995, compared to about
90% of those with high school degrees
and 85% of those with 8 year of
education.  Obtaining a high school
degree appears to have the biggest
impact on labor force participation, both
for men and women.
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Labor Force Participation by Ethnicity

Filipinos had the highest labor force
participation rate in the CNMI in 1999.
Other ethnic groups not shown also had
high rates of labor force participation.
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Male-Female Employment Pattern

In both 1995 and 1999, males tended to
work in construction, communication and
transportation, public administration and
wholesale industries.

Females tended to work in
manufacturing, personal entertainment
and recreation industries.

The most remarkable change in the CNMI
employment is that women comprised
54% of the labor force in 1999.

Labor Force Participation and

Citizenship

CNMI's labor force composition has
changed dramatically over the past three
decades.  In 1973, approximately 72% of
the labor force was comprised of US
citizens, compared to 26% in 1999.

Migration accelerated between 1980 and
1990, shifting the balance of labor force
participants from citizen to noncitizen.
This shift was more pronounced among
working women, 21% of whom were US
citizens in 1999, compared to 31% of
working men.
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Employment by Industry

Data presented in table 4.15 refer to
actively employed adults as opposed to
all labor force participants.  The
percentage of workers employed in
construction rose and fell over the period
of rapid economic expansion, increasing
from 17% in 1980 to 22% in 1990, but
declining to 10% in 1995, and a low of
7% in 2000.  By contrast, the percentage
of labor force participants working in
manufacturing increased from just 2% in
1980 to 41% in 2000.  This remarkable
increase is attributed to the growth of
CNMI's apparel industry.

The percentage of workers involved in
CNMI's services sector has remained fairly
constant over time, as 31% of workers in
1980 and 32% in 1995, then it dropped
tremendously to 6% in 2000.

Gender differences in employment by
industry are discussed adjacent to table
4.19.

Employed US Citizens by Industry

The percentage of US citizen labor force
participants employed in services has
remained relatively stable over time.  In
1980, about 32% of these individuals
worked in services compared to 34% in
1999.  The proportion of US citizen
workers employed in public
administration increased from 28% in
1980 to 35% in 1999.
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Employed Non-U.S. Citizens by
Industry

The proportion of non-US citizen labor
force participants employed in
manufacturing climbed from 3% in
1980 to 29% in 1995 before increasing
even more significantly to 40% in
1999.  Specifically, 39% of non-US
citizen workers were employed in the
manufacturing of nondurable goods.
The proportion of working noncitizens
in the service industry remained
relatively constant at 32% in 1999, up
from 29% two decades earlier.  The
percentage of working noncitizens
employed in public administration
declined from 10% in 1980 to about
2% in 1999.

"�����+��'��"�
��������A��������#��� ��
�#$���%)
���%%
���%%*��� ��%%%

�%%% �%%* �%%
 �%)


��B2	��#� �2������'�#������� ��.�� ���*)) �)�((, �+�,)� (�%
�

�������
��� �)� (++ *(' %,

�����
�#��� �-�������� �( +( '' �)

������ �(� ��) ,* +

����
���
��� ��,)( (�(*' *�**' %,�

����-��
����� (�,�' ��,%, ��(+� )�

����� ���������� � (�+%� ��',+ ���
' *+

��7���������� � ��* ��( �(* �)

"����	���
�������22�����
�����:��
�����
���
��� ��(,% ��),( ���'
 +�)

A���������
�� � ���+% (') �)
 ,)

&�
����
�� � ���*+ ��+(* ��(+
 (*(

��B�
����	����� D ,)) (+' **

���������������������� ��������
�
� *
, ((% �,( ',

���.���� '�',� *�)*' (�
)% %
�

��;���������� ���	�������.���� ��*�% ����� '+) �*(

��������������.���� (���% ��(�' ���++ �%+

����1�
������ ���
��� ��*+* ��'(� ���
) �,,

��B�
��
���2��
��� �������
�������.���� **) '(
 �%* +�

���-����������� �����
� ����.���� ��+'* ��'�� %
� +��

�������� 2����
��
��� ��'** ��,%) %'' %
,
������$��&����
�"��� �������	���
������ �=��������������.�#�"�������(�


3�������@
,����-�$1�����
*�	�� ������� �����#��,�%
,���2������
,�-  ���,����



����

�� ��
�#

Men At Work

In 1999, approximately 31% of employed
adult males were in the service industry,
17% worked in manufacturing, 13% were
in construction, and 12% worked in
public administration.  The remaining
27% of employed men worked in other
industries.

The proportion of working males in
construction and public administration
decreased substantially from 1980 to
1999 (from 25% to 13% in construction
and from 23% to 12% in public
administration).  The percentage of
working males in transportation,
communication and other utilities
decreased slightly from 11% in 1980 to
7% in 1999 and the percentage employed
in retail trades fluctuated between 9%
and 10% over time.
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Women At Work

Women out-numbered men in CNMI's
labor force in 1999.  There were 25,002
adult females working that year
compared to 21,588 males.  In 1999,
about 44% of employed adult females
worked in manufacturing, 32% worked
in services, 9% were in retail trades,
and 8% worked in public
administration.  The remaining 7%
worked in other industries.

The proportion of working women in
manufacturing rose from 1% to 44%
over two decades, while the proportion
employed in services decreased (from
46% in 1980 to 32% in 1999).  The
percentage of women employed in
professional and related services
decreased from 24% to 7% over time, as
did the percentage of females in public
administration (18% in 1980 vs 8% in
1999).                       
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Employment by Industry

There are 42,753 employed persons, 16
years and over in the CNMI, of that
39,223 or 92% are in Saipan with 5% in
Tinian and 4% in Rota respectively.
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����Employment by Occupation

Trends on CNMI employment by
occupation mirror those for industries
since the variables occupation and
industry are highly correlated.  Over
time, there was significant growth in
manufacturing occupations and little
change in the proportion of workers
employed in services.  In 1999,
approximately 35% of all employed
adults worked in manufacturing, 18%
worked in managerial and professional
positions, 16% worked in services and
in technical, sales or administrative
support, and the remaining 15% were
employed in other occupations.
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Employment by Occupation and

Citizenship

Over time, CNMI's labor force composition
shifted to majority non-US citizen as
apparel producers opened factories and
hired predominantly non-US citizen
workers.  In 1999, US citizens comprised
24% of adults working in specified
occupations, compared to 62% in 1980.
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Distribution of Selected Ethnic

Groups by Industry in 1999

Chamorros

20% were in the professional and related
services,

26.2% were in the public administration,

14.6% were in the retail trades industry,

11.2% were in the transportation,
communication, & other utilities
industry.

Carolinians

37.5% were in the public administration,

25.1% were in the services industry,

15.6% were in the transportation,
communication, & other utilities
industry,

9.3% were in the retail and trade
industry.

Filipino

37.4% were in the services industry,

26.5% were in the retail and trade
industry,

15.6% were in the construction industry,

7.5% were in the transportation,
communication, & other utilities
industry.

Chinese

91.3% were in the manufacturing
industry

3.9% were in the retail and trade
industry,

2.6% were in the services industry.

Industry Employment by Ethnicity

Employment data for 1999 show
significant occupational segregation by
ethnicity, as 91% of working Chinese are
employed in manufacturing, three-
quarters of Chamorros working in services
are in the hotel/motel business, and 62%
of Filipinos in the service industry
provide personal services such as
domestic work.
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Non-Resident Permits by Gender,

Employment Sector and Nationality

Overall, women accounted for 55% of all
nonresident work permits in the CNMI in
1997, the most recent year for which
three-way cross tabulated data were
available.  Approximately 46% of these
permits were issued to Filipinos, 44% to
Chinese, and the remaining 10% were
issued to individuals from "other"
ethnic groups.

Virtually all permits for employment in
the construction industry went to males
(97%), and 62% were issued to
Filipinos as a group.  About 86% of
garment work permits went to females,
and 92% of all permits were issued to
Chinese as a group.  The majority of
private household permits went to
Filipinos (85%).  Approximately, 79% of
Filipino private household permits went
to females.
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Summary of Household and Personal Income

Results from the 2000 Census showed a median household income of
$22,898 in the CNMI, which means that half of all households earned above
and half earned below this figure.  The median family income was higher
($25,853) for the same year.  The statistical median serves as a better
measurement than average or mean income since it is less sensitive to
extreme cases. Thus, CNMI mean incomes reported for households
($37,015) and families ($37,986) were higher, since a minority of affluent
cases positively skewed the mean.  All census income data are based on
income generated in 1999.

Data also indicated that median household income was higher in Rota
than in Tinian or in Saipan,  with Tinian having the highest median family
income.

The majority of CNMI households reported earning income from wages
and a minority reported earning income from a variety of sources, including:
interest, dividend and rental income, public assistance, and retirement and
social security benefits.

2000 Census data on income also revealed that households with
retirement income had the highest mean income of $19,253 followed by
Social Security Income at $6,653.

The 2000 Census data on income also revealed that households with
retirement income had the highest mean income of $19,253 followed by
Social Security Income at $6,653.
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Household and Family Income

The 2000 Census results showed that
household median income was $22,898
and household mean income was
$37,015.  Family median income was
$25,853 and the family mean income was
$37,986 in 2000.  Rota had the highest
mean income; while, Tinian had the
highest  median income, followed by
Rota and Saipan.
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Family income level by Island

Unlike household income, Tinian had the
highest family median income; while,
Rota had the highest family mean
income,  followed by Tinian and Saipan.

"�����*����1������� �����2��=�.����#������ $���




���	�� &�
� "����� ������ ���	�� &�
� "����� ������

����"�
�� �+�
** ���*
, ,*, ,%
 � �

�
 �

�
 �

�
 �

�
 �

�


��=����
����K��*

 '�� *(* �
 *' 
 +�( +�( ��' ,�� 
�


��K��*

�
��K+�%%% (
, �'( �� �� 
 ��� ��� ��% ��) 
�


��K*�


�
��K%�%%% ��%'� ��,,( ,� ��, 
 �+�
 �+�� %�+ �+�) 
�


��K�
�


�
��K�+�%%% ��)%� ��,�) )+ %
 
 �(�* �(�, ���� ���+ 
�


��K�*�


�
��K�+�%%% ��,(* ��+,* �(' ��+ 
 �%�* �%�) �)�
 �*�, 
�


��K�*�


�
��K(+�%%% ��,** ��**) ��+ )� � ���* ���* �*�� �
�+ �

�


��K(*�


�
��K+%�%%% ��)+
 ��'�� ��) �

 
 �(�� �(�
 �*�' ���, 
�


��K*
�


�
��K,+�%%% ��**' ��((+ ��+ �
) 
 ���� �
�, �*�� �(�, 
�


��K,*�


����2��� ��(%) ����% ,) %� 
 %�% %�) �
�( ���* 
�


���� ����F ������G ���)%) ���*** �)�,
) �(�*+� �'��*
 C C C C C

�������F ������G (,�
�* ('�,�) +��*�+ ('�+*+ �'�


 C C C C C

������$����������


���	���
������ �1����������-����

1������� �����2�

��2�����-��������� � !�� �
��*�

"�
��

����� 

"�
��



Page 58 Chapter 5 2001 CNMI Statistical Yearbook

Central Statistics Division, Department of Commerce

"�����*�(��1������� ���#�����2��"#	���� ������ $���




����� 

���	��� &�
�� "������ �������

����"�
���1������� � �+�
** ���*
, ,*, ,%
 �

A�
��B������� �(�
,� ���'*
 ,
' ,�* �

A�
���������������
#�����2� ,+, ''+ +( +
 


A�
����		��2��
���������
#���� ((* �%( (
 �� 


A�
��������������
���������2� ,*
 ',' *� �� 


A�
��&�
���2��
�����2� ���,% �
+� �+� %, 


������$����������


���	���
������ �1����������-����

����2��"#	� "�
���

�������*�� 1������� � ����2���������
�




���

���

���

���

���

���

��� ��� 	�� ��� ���






��
��

����������

��
�
��������

��
�
������

������
�
���� �

��
�
��!!�� ��
��

������
�
���� �

��
�
"�#���

$����
����
���� �

��
�
%�
��� ��


���� �

��
��
��

�
&

��
��
 
�

"�����


Mean Household Income by Type

Households whose source of income was
from retirement had the highest mean
household income, followed by those
reporting Social Security income.  The
statistic mean is used for ease of
calculation and all data are based on
1999 reported earnings.
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Total Wage and Salary Income
Data from the Division of Revenue and
Taxation show a steady increase in
overall number of W-2 forms filed as
well as the total dollar amount of all
wages and salaries combined between
the years 1980 and 2000.

CNMI Average Wages by Industry

In 1995, individuals employed in
manufacturing for nondurable goods
earned the lowest mean hourly wage  of
$2.33.  Public administration employees
earned the highest mean hourly wage of
$11.81 that year, and experienced the
highest wage increases over a fifteen year
period.  The mean hourly wages for
individuals in the financial industry also
increased substantially; however, mean
wages in forestry and manufacturing
actually declined over time.
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Mean Hourly Wage by Occupation
The mean hourly wage rate was highest
for individuals employed as professionals
and managers, followed by individuals
working as technologists or technicians.
The lowest mean hourly rate in 1995 was
found among private household domes-
tic workers, followed by individuals in
the construction industry.  Professional
specialists saw the sharpest increase in
mean hourly rates over time.
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Saipan Mean Hourly Wages by Occu-
pation
Wages in Saipan mirror those in the whole
CNMI, since approximately 90% of the
population lives on the island.  Profes-
sionals experienced the greatest increase
in mean hourly wages and domestic
workers earned the lowest hourly wages in
Saipan over the fifteen year period.

Mean Hourly Wages by Occupation
and Birthplace
Census data show that the gap in mean
hourly wages between CNMI and Asian-
born persons has widened considerably
since 1980.  CNMI-born workers earn
significantly higher hourly mean wages
than Asian-born workers within the same
occupation.
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CNMI Mean Hourly Wage by Class of
Worker
Overall self-employed labor force partici-
pants earned the highest mean hourly
wages in 1995, followed by government
employees.  Private sector workers earned
the lowest mean hourly wages in 1995.
The CNMI mean wage generally increased
during the 1980-1995 period, however
some fluctuation occurred in wages
between 1990 and 1995.
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;����������� ;�����������Saipan Wages by Occupation &
Birthplace
CNMI-born working adults earned
substantially higher wages than Asian-
born workers in every occupational
category in 1995.  Mean hourly wages
increased over time for all CNMI-born
workers, though wages remained
stagnant for Asians employed in the
service, farming and manufacturing
industries.
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CNMI Wage by Ethnicity
Individuals from "other" ethnicity (e.g.
whites) earned the highest mean hourly
wages in 1995, followed by locally born
chamorro persons.  Chinese workers
earned the lowest mean wages of any
ethnic group in 1995.  The relatively
high mean wages of Chinese persons in
1980 is a result of very low population
size rather than inflated wages.
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Birthplace
Data in this table parallel the trends
presented in table 5.13 which summa-
rizes mean hourly wages by occupation
and place of birth.
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CNMI Wages by Class of Worker and
Birthplace
Self-employed CNMI-born workers earned
the highest mean hourly wages in 1995
compared to Asian-born private salary
workers who received the lowest mean
hourly wages.
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CNMI Household and Family Income
Distribution
The proportion of CNMI households
earning $15,000 or more increased from
58% in 1995 to 66% 2000.  The propor-
tion of households earning $15,000
annually or more was highest in 2000.
Median household income rose signifi-
cantly between 1980 and 2000, but
dropped in 1995.  Income trends for
families generally followed the same
pattern, where median family income rose
between 1980 and 2000 before leveling
off in 1995.
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CNMI Income by Ethnicity Over Time
Income data on ethnicity show that
households classified as "other single
ethnic" have earned among the highest
median incomes during the 1980-1995
period.  These households tend to be
Caucasian.  Median incomes for all
ethnicities except Chinese increased over
time.  The decrease in median wages
among Chinese persons is attributed to
the influx of low-wage garment workers as
well as a very small 1980 population size
of individuals who tended to earn high
median wages.  Income trends for families
over time follow the overall pattern for
CNMI households by ethnicity.
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Saipan Income by Ethnicity Over
Time
Median household and family income
trends for Saipan follow the same
pattern as the total CNMI.  Overall,
median household and family income
rose between 1980 and 1990 before
dropping slightly in 1995.  Incomes
increased for all ethnic groups except
Chinese over time, a change which is
likely attributed to the rapid growth of
low-wage manufacturing jobs and a very
small 1980 population size of relatively
affluent Chinese persons.
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Nutritional Assistance in the CNMI
The number of Nutritional Assistance
recipients in the CNMI is about the same
in 2000 and in 2001.

Nutritional Assistance in Saipan

The number of Nutritional Assistance
recipients in Saipan is also about the
same within the past year from 17,611
households in 2000 to 18,865 in 2001.
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Nutritional Assistance in FY 2001

Chamorros received more Nutritional
Assistance than Carolinians, Chuukese,
Palauans, Pohnpeians and Yapese in
2001.  
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Total Number of Juvenile Criminal
Arrests

The largest number of juvenile arrest was
in 1997.  It increased in 1999, but
decreased to a record low in 2001.  The
majority of juvenile arrests were for
assault/battery, liquor consumption,
theft, disturbing the peace, burglaries,
and possession of controlled substances.
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Total Number of DUI Arrests

The number of DUI arrests substantially
decreased from 1998 to 1999 but has
been increasing every year ever since.
Males continue to constitute the vast
majority of total DUI arrests.  The top
three ethnic groups comprising the
majority of DUI arrests were Filipino
(31%), Chamorro (21%) and Koreans
(11%).
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The proportion of DUI arrests issued to
Filipinos, Chamorros and Koreans has
remained constant over time.  The three
ethnic groups constitute a majority of all
DUI arrests.

DUI Arrests by Ethnicity
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DUI Arrests By Month

DUI arrests have increased somewhat
between 1995 and 2001.  According to
data provided by the Department of
Public Safety for 2000; however, it did
not appear to be a pattern across
seasons, as the number of arrests
fluctuated from month to month.

Total Number of Traffic Accidents

The total number of traffic accidents rose
and fell between the years 1995 and
1999, dropping dramatically in 1997.
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Summary of Voters and Elections

The number of registered voters in the Commonwealth increased from
11,114 in 1995 to 15,710 in 2000.  By election district, District 1 had the
highest number of registered voters (38%), followed by District 3 (22%),
District 4 (16%), District 6 (9%), District 2 (7%), and District 5 (8%).  The
number of voters in each district however, reflects the population size of
villages within the district, rather than the likelihood of residents to vote.

The total number of registered voters who actually voted increased
between 1995 and 1997 but declined in 2001.  A much higher percentage of
registered voters voted in 1997 and 2001 with 91.8% and 83% respectively
compared to 1995 (75.2%) and 1999 (78.1%).

Although the total number of males voting was higher than females in
1995, 1997, 1999 and 2001 voting patterns between men and women were
nearly identical.  Registered male and female voters were most likely to vote
in 1997 election and the number of voter registrations among men and
women has increased over time.  It is important to note that data do not
indicate the likelihood of all men or women voting, however, since there may
simply be more men than women in a given precinct.  Registered female
voters were actually somewhat more likely than male registered voters to
vote.

In 1999, 18-26 years old comprised the largest number of total registered
voters, however, since data are not available on the pool of eligible voters we
cannot conclude this age group was most likely to vote.

By far, Chamorros were the largest single ethnic group among voter
registrations and the number of voters who actually exercised their right to
vote followed by Carolinians, Americans and other US citizens such as
Filipinos and Palauans.

However, only data on the count of individual voters are presented in this
chapter and data are not available on the likelihood of a particular group
voting.
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Voting Eligibility

Eligible voters must be US citizens, at
least 18 years of age and have resided in
the CNMI for 120 or more days.
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Number of Registered Male Voters

The number of males registered to vote
increased steadily between 1995 and
1999.

Male Voters who Voted

The proportion of registered male voters
who voted in the past three CNMI
elections was highest in 1997, when
91% of this population voted.
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Number of Registered Female Voters

According to data provided by the CNMI
Election Commission, the number of
registered female voters has increased
steadily since 1995.

Female Voters who Voted

The proportion of registered female
voters who actually voted was highest
in 1997, when 92% of this population
voted in elections.  Therefore, the
likelihood of voting among male and
female registered voters was the same
that year.
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Registered Voters who Voted Over Time

The proportion of all registered voters
who actually voted in the past three
elections was highest in 1997.  Registered
females were somewhat more likely to
vote than registered males, although
gender voting trends were similar over
time.
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Voter Registration by Age

The total number of registered voters
was highest among 27 to 35 years of
age in 1999, representing about 24%
of all registered voters.  However,
without data on the size of the eligible
voter population, we can not conclude
that persons aged 27 to 35 years were
most likely to vote.
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Voter Registration by Ethnicity

Data on raw numbers of US citizens who
are registered voters show that Chamorros
comprise the majority of all adults
registered.  Since numbers on the pool of
all eligible voters are not available, we
cannot conclude for certain which ethnic
group is most likely to register.
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Voter Registration Over Time

The number of adults registered to vote
has increased steadily among all ethnic
groups over the past decade�
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Summary of Visitors

The CNMI tourism industry experienced a sharp drop in the number of
tourists following the onset of the 1997 Asian financial crisis.  The number of
visitors rose rapidly during the mid-1980's and 1990's; however, data show a
precipitous drop in tourism rates for 1998 fiscal year.  Since then visitor
numbers have begun to climb again although 2001 numbers remained well
below pre-1998 levels.

Japanese persons accounted for over 75% of all CNMI visitors in 2001,
followed by Korean (13%) and US & Guamanian (7%) tourists.  The remaining
5% of CNMI visitors arrived from elsewhere around the world.

Virtually all CNMI tourist (97%) arrived in Saipan, as compared to Rota or
Tinian.  The number of visitors to Rota and Tinian has fluctuated over the
past decade; however, almost no tourists travelled to Tinian in 1997.

The number of hotel rooms in the CNMI increased from 740 in 1980 to
4,521 rooms in 2000.  Unfortunately, this number decreased to 4,419 in
2001.  This may be attributed to the decrease in the number of visitors for
that year.  The number of CNMI hotel rooms peaked in 1998 at 4,614 rooms,
until the effects of the Asian fiscal crisis were fully realized.

Estimated total visitor expenditure in the CNMI increased from $61
million in 1980 to about $585 million in 1997.

The vast majority (98%) of the total visitors arrive at CNMI's airports, as
compared to seaports.  Data show little seasonal variation in the volume of
tourists arriving by air; although, visitors arriving by sea tend to visit during
the winter months of January, February and December.

The number of CNMI business arrivals has dropped sharply in response
to the economic crisis.  In fact, business visits decreased by half between 1998
and 1999.  Business visitors tend to come from Korea, Japan and other
countries including the U.S. Mainland.

Lastly, tourism data reveal that most young adult CNMI visitors between
the ages of 20 and 29 years tend to be female, whereas, visitors aged 30 and
older tend to be male.  This striking pattern emerged between men and
women regardless of their country of origin.
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Number of Visitors to the CNMI

The total number of visitors into the CNMI
increased annually from 1994 to 1997,
but declined sharply in 1998. Visitor
numbers have rebounded slightly, but
remained significantly lower than the
1997 levels.

Visitors' Country of Origin

The majority of CNMI visitors arrived from
Japan (75%).  Korean visitors constituted
the second largest group until their
numbers decreased dramatically in 1998.
Approximately 7% of visitors were from
the US and Guam in 2000.  The proportion
of visitors from US and Guam has also
declined over time, but at a slower rate.
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Visitors by Island

The vast majority of CNMI visitors (97%)
in 2001 arrived on Saipan.  The number
of visitors to Rota and to Tinian
fluctuated from year to year, although,
many more tourists traveled directly to
Rota than to Tinian.
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Number of Hotel Rooms and Visitor
Expenditures

According to the Marianas Visitors
Authority, the number of hotel rooms in
the CNMI increased from 740 in 1980 to
4,521 rooms in 2000.  Estimated total
visitors' expenditure in the CNMI
increased from $61 million in 1980 to
about $585 million in 1997.
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Airport Arrivals

The vast majority of all visitors between
1997 and 2001 arrived at CNMI's airports,
particularly, Saipan International Airport.

Visitor Arrivals by Country of Origin
and Month

Data for the calendar year 2001 show
relatively little seasonal variation in the
volume of tourists visiting the CNMI.
More Japanese tourists visited the region
in February and March than during other
months, but tourist rates throughout the
year remained generally constant.
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Total Number of Business Visitors

Total number of business visitors
drastically declined in 1999.  The number
of business visitors to the CNMI appears
to have dropped in response to the Asian
financial crisis which began in 1997.
Business visits sharply decreased by half
between 1998 and 1999 and arrival
numbers were substantially lower than in
earlier years.
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Business Visitor Arrivals by Country of
Origin and Month

In 1999, the number of business visitors
arriving in the CNMI remained relatively
constant throughout the year.

Business Visitor Arrivals by Country of
Origin and Month

In 1998, more than one-third (34%) of
all CNMI business visitor arrivals
occurred in September.
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CNMI Business Visitor Arrivals by
Country of Origin Over Time

Data indicate that the number of CNMI
business visitors from Japan peaked in
1996 and fell percutaneously thereafter.
Most business visitors come from Korea
and numerous other countries worldwide,
including the U.S. Mainland.

CNMI Visitors by Age, Gender and
Country of Origin

Data on the age and gender of CNMI
visitors reveal some interesting patterns.
Visitors aged 20 to 29 years were
significantly more likely to be female,
regardless of country of origin.  The
pattern reverses, however, among visitors
aged 30 years and above who were much
more likely to be male.  This trend is
evident across all selected countries of
origin.
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CNMI Visitors by Age, Gender and
Country of Origin

Young adult tourists in 2001 tended to be
female and visitors aged 30 years and
above tended to be male, regardless of
country of origin.

"�����)��+������������
� �8���
�������.�����#������4�� ������ 

�������������������������
�#��-�?�����$���������������

�

���� ��2��� ���� ��2���

"�
�� )(�,%% ,��+)) ����,+ ����



�'0�% *)' %+, (, )(

�
0�+ �(��%* �(�
*( '%
 ��+�*

(
0(+ �*�'�% ����'� '�+�( *�**�

+
0++ �'��(� %�(%+ ��)%' �����

*
0*+ �+�+
* )��

 ��
', %*�

'
��� ��.�� �(�)'� )�'(� ���'� ��
),

������$����������8���
����;�����

����4���	

6�	�� 5����

83,799

72,488

12,274

12,200

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Male

Female

Male

Female

Ja
pa

n
K

or
ea

Total

16-19

20-24

30-34

40-44

50-54

60 and over




��
����"

�����	#



Summary of Housing

This chapter summarizes housing trends in the CNMI,  primarily
between 1990 and 2000.  Census data indicate that the number of CNMI
housing units increased significantly over time to accommodate rapid
population growth.  In fact the number of units increased 47% between
1990 and 2000.  The vast majority of new housing units were built on
Saipan.  Housing construction in Tinian and Rota was more subdivided.

Over time, housing units generally improved in structure, as they were
more likely to contain concrete roofs and walls, indoor kitchen facilities,
and electric power.  However, the proportion of housing units with
complete plumbing facilities, actually decreased between 1990 and 1995, as
many new units were built with incomplete plumbing.  Approximately 40%
of units had complete plumbing in 1995, compared to 72% in 1990.  Units
in Saipan were most likely to have complete plumbing (42%) in 1995 as
compared to Tinian (16%) and Rota (19%).  Three quarters of CNMI
housing units received their water solely from public water systems, 16%
used a combination of public and private systems and the remainder of
unites relied on alternative water sources.

In 1995, approximately 33% of all housing units were owner occupied,
43% were renter-occupied, and the rest involved arrangements where the
occupants paid no cash rent.

Over all, 61% of CNMI'S housing units in 1995 had telephone
connections, 85% had radios, and 87% had television sets.  Between 1990
and 1995, units were more likely to be equipped with these communication



devices.  Additionally, 90% of CNMI's housing units had cooking facilities,
and over half of these units (57%) used electricity for cooking.

Over time, CNMI housing appears to have become less crowded.  The
median number of persons per room declined in Saipan, Tinian and Rota.
Over all, the median number of persons per unit in the CNMI decreased
from 5.4 in 1980 to 4.0 persons in 1995.

Lastly, over three-quarters (76%) of CNMI houses were valued at
$100,000 or above in 1995.  Approximately 32% of these homes was
appraised at $500,000 or above.  The concluding CNMI's median house
value is presented in the concluding chapter of this yearbook, earning first
place in house value compared to the mainland US and all US Insular areas.
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Total Housing Units

From 1995 to 2000, the CNMI showed an
increase of 46% of the total number of
occupied housing units.  The rise in
number of units reflects increased
demand for housing by rapidly growing
population.

Saipan Housing Units

The number of housing units in Saipan
accounted for approximately 88% of all
CNMI housing units in 2000.  There were
15,527 total housing units in Saipan
that year, the majority of which were
single detached units (47%).
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Housing Units by Islands

Approximately 88% of all CNMI housing
units in 2000 were located in Saipan the
region's residential and commercial
center.
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Housing Units In Rota And Tinian

The growth in number of housing units
on Rota and Tinian was more modest than
on Saipan between 1990 and 2000.  By
2000, there were 981 housing units in
Rota and 1055 units in Tinian.

Saipan
88%

Rota
6%

Tinian
6%
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Year Structures were Built

More than half of all existing units in
2000 were built between 1980 and 2000.

Outside Wall Materials

In 1995, over 71% of all housing units
had concrete walls, over 14% had metal
walls and over 13% had wooden walls.
This was a major change from 1980 when
more than half of all housing units had
either metal or wooden walls.
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Roof Materials

Also in 2000, over 50% of all units had
concrete roofs and 40% had metal roofs.
This was a major change from 1990 when
only 48% of housing units had concrete
roofs and approximately 50% had metal
roofs.
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Source of Water

In 2000, almost 76% of housing units
received their water solely from the
public water system, 20% depended on
both the public water system and private
water catchments, and about 2% relied
solely on private water catchment
systems. In 1995, over 78% of housing
units received their water from the public
system only.

Plumbing Facilities By Island

Saipan's housing units were most likely to
have complete plumbing in 1995,
followed by Rota and Tinian.
Approximately 42% of Saipan's units had
complete plumbing, compared to 19% in
Rota and 16% in Tinian.
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Source Of Water By Island

Saipan's housing units were more likely to
use both a public water system and
catchment (17.6%) in 1995, followed by
Rota and Tinian where less than 1% of
units were connected to both water
sources.
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Equipment And Facilities

More housing units had electricity,
cooking facilities, and refrigerators in
1995 than in 1990. Over all about 98%
of housing units had electricity 99% had
cooking facilities, and 90% had
refrigerators in 1995.  The proportion of
housing units with electricity was 98% in
Saipan, 99% in Tinian, and 89% in Rota.

Nearly 99% of Saipan's housing units had
cooking facilities and 91% had
refrigerators in 1995.

Approximately 89% of Rota's housing
units had electricity, 98% contained
cooking facilities, and 79% had
refrigerators in 1995.

Approximately 98% of Tinian units had
electricity, 99% contained cooking
facilities, and about 94% had
refrigerators in 1995.

Sewage Disposal

Approximately 48% of housing units were
connected to public sewer systems, about
92% were using septic tanks/cesspools,
and about 10 percent used other means
of sewage disposal in 2000.
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Home Air Conditioning

In 1995, Over 67% of total CNMI
occupied housing units had air
conditioning; over 68% of Saipan’s, over
58% of Rota’s and about 66% of Tinian’s
total occupied units had air
conditioning.

Home Refrigerators

In 1995, approximately 90% of CNMI
occupied housing units had refrigerators.
Approximately 90% of units in Saipan
had refrigerators, compared to 94% in
Tinian and 79% in Rota.
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Home Telephones and Radios

In 2000, 30% of occupied housing units
in the CNMI had no telephones, around
24% had no radios. Over time, residents
were somewhat more likely to own either
a telephone or radio in the CNMI.

Home Cooking Facilities

Approximately, 90% of CNMI housing
units had cooking facilities inside the
building, 9% had cooking facilities
outside the building and a little over 1%
had no cooking facilities in 1995.

Fuel for Cooking

About 57% of all CNMI housing units
used electricity for cooking, 32% used LP
Gas, 2% relied on kerosene in 1995.
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Rooms in Units

The number of rooms per occupied unit
in the CNMI has dropped relatively over
time.  The median number of rooms was
4.0 in 1990 compared from 2.9 in 2000.

Persons in Units

The median number of persons per unit,
however, declined from 5.4 in 1980 to
4.0 in 1995.
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Persons Per Unit By Island

The median number of persons per
occupied unit decreased substantially on
all three major CNMI islands.  The median
number declined from 5.8 persons to 3.9
persons per unit in Saipan over time and
changed from 6.1 persons to 4.6 persons
per unit in Rota.  The median number of
persons per unit changed least in Tinian,
though the decrease is still noteworthy.
The median changed from 5.4 persons per
unit to 4.5 persons over time on Tinian.
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Tenure and Persons per Occupied
Housing Units

Approximately 26% of CNMI's housing
units were owner-occupied, 54% were
renter-occupied units.

Over 45% of Saipan’s units were renter-
occupied in 1995 compared to 28% on
Tinian and 21% in Rota.

Over 80% (47,630 persons) of the CNMI's
total population in 1995 lived in
housing units and 36% of those in
owner-occupied units and 28% lived in
renter-occupied units.

Individuals on Rota and Tinian were
somewhat more likely than in Saipan to
live in an owner-occupied unit.
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Value of Owner-occupied Housing Units

In 2000, nearly one-quarter (16.6%) of
all CNMI homes were valued at $500,000
or more.  In fact, 73% of all homes were
valued at $100,000 or more, which
indicates the remarking high median
house value in the region.
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Contract Rent

The cost of rent averaged $317 per
month in the CNMI in 1995, compared  to
$558 five years earlier.
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Summary of Transportation and Communication

This chapter reviews data on vehicle registrations, the number of taxi
cabs, and the number of telephones installed in the CNMI for 2001 as well
as historical trends.

Data from the CNMI Bureau of Motor Vehicles show substantial
fluctuation in the number of registered vehicles in the CNMI over time.  In
2001, a total of 19,286 vehicles were registered on Saipan, Tinian and Rota.
Dramatic fluctuations in vehicle registration numbers may be due to
inaccurate record keeping and high turnover among visitors and immigrants
who may use vehicles for relatively short time periods.

Census data from 2000 also show an average of 1.1 vehicles per
household in the CNMI.  A sizable proportion of households owned 2
vehicles (20%) and approximately 7% of households owned 3 or more
vehicles in 2000.  The absence of a public transit system increased the
importance of owning a vehicle in the CNMI.

The number of registered taxicabs in the CNMI appears to have risen
and fallen with the economy.   Taxi registrations peaked in 1996 and declined
sharply thereafter.

Lastly, the number of residential and business telephones installed in the
CNMI has increased steadily over the past two decades.  Residential
telephones accounted for 45% of all telephones installed and the overall
number of telephones increased between 2000 and 2001.
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Total Number of Registered Vehicles

The total number of registered vehicles in
Saipan declined from 1992 to 1995,
increased substantially in 1996, and
subsequently continued to fluctuate.
The number of registrations has
decreased from 1997 to 2000 according
to data provided by the Bureau of Motor
Vehicles.

The number of registered vehicles in
Tinian and Rota fluctuated over time as
well.  There were 731 total vehicles
registered in Tinian in 2000.  Data for
1999 show a total of 914 vehicles
registered in Rota, the most recent year
for which data were available.

Dramatic fluctuations in the number of
vehicles registered annually in the CNMI
are possibly due to inaccurate record
keeping and higher turnover among
visitors, and migrants who stay in the
region only for a brief period of time.
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Vehicles per Household

Census data show an average of 1.1
vehicles per household in the CNMI in
2000.  Approximately 20% of all CNMI
households own 2 vehicles and nearly 7%
own 3 or more vehicles.  Auto ownership
remains an important condition of island
living in the absence of a public transit
system.
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Number of Sea Vessels

The number of sea vessels in Saipan
increased annually since 1997.

Taxi Cab Transportation

There were 256 registered taxis in the
CNMI in 2001, up from 2000.   The
number of taxis peaked in 1996 during
more prosperous economic times and
declined precipitously following the
economic crisis in Asia in 1997.
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Number of Installed Telephones

The number of residential and business
telephones installed in the CNMI has risen
rapidly since 1982.  In 2001, there were
25,306 telephones installed in the CNMI,
45% of which were for residential
subscribers.  The number of telephones
installed dropped sharply between 1999
and 2000, possibly a residual effect of
the economic crisis that began a few
years earlier.
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Summary of Finance, Business Establishments and Trade

Chapter 11 represents data on CNMI's business establishments, general
descriptive statistics on salaries and business receipts, and gross revenue
generated at the region's major seaport.  Much of the financial data provided
has been extracted from the 1997 Economic Census of Outlying Areas,
conducted every five years in years ending in 2 and 7.  More current data
will be available in subsequent yearbooks.

Data from additional tables show that total banking deposits increased
annually from 1997 to 2001.  The total amount in consumer loans has risen
and fallen during the same period, although the amount in commercial loans
borrowed has risen steadily over time.

The number of CNMI business establishments actually declined between
1992 and 1997, although the number of employees increased (by 8,801)
predominantly in the apparel industry.  The number of garment
manufacturing establishments rose from 16 in 1992 to 39 five years later.
According to recent newspaper reports, there were 33 operating garment
factories in the CNMI in 2001.  The number of wholesale trade businesses
and service industries increased over time as well, although services grew
less aggressively.

The total value of major imported commodities such as petroleum and
food stuffs, increased substantially between 1992 and 1997.  The value of
clothing, beverages, and vehicles fluctuated during this period but generally
increased over time.

Historical data on gross revenue generated from inbound ocean cargo
at the Saipan port show an increase between 1985 and 1990.  Revenue
dramatically increased in 1991 and dropped steeply a few years later.  The
amount of gross revenue decreased between 2000 and 2001, even the
number of containers received had declined.
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Summary of Fishing and Agriculture

In 2001, fishermen caught and sold 347,160 pounds of fish in the CNMI.
Troll fish (49%) was the largest common group of fish landed in 2001,
followed by reef fish (34 percent).

Although the CNMI is a net importer of fish,  there was a dramatic
decrease in total fish imported between 1997 to 2001. In 2001,
approximately 38% of fish imported came from Guam, 23% from the
Philippines, 14% from Palau, and 16% from Pohnpei.

Data from the last agricultural census show that there were 103 farms
in CNMI in 1997, with an average size of 33 acres.  Total farming land area
was estimated at approximately 117,760 acres. There were 88 farms with
crops; 36 farms had cattle for a total of 1,789 cattle; 24 farms had pigs and
hogs with a total of 831 animals; and 10 farms had goats with a total of 249
animals. Thirty seven of the livestock farms sold livestock products worth a
total of $390,905.

There were 14 farms that had poultry and 6 of these farms sold poultry
worth a total of $4,225.  Nine of these farms sold poultry and eggs worth a
combined total of $712,423 in 1997.
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Summary of Revenues

The CNMI economy expanded during the early 1990's with the
growth of garment manufacturing and tourism.  However, an economic
decline in gross revenues levels showed in most industries between 1997
and 2001, even for manufacturing and transportation industries. Generally,
industries continued to show declines in gross revenues in 2001, except
for shipping, wholesale trade and professional services which showed small
increases. Overall total business gross revenues declined in 2001 from
2000 and was below the 1997 level.

The actual revenues collected by the CNMI government fluctuated
from 1997 through 2001.  Reported total wage and salary in the CNMI
increased in 1995 to 1997, but declined in 1998; total general fund
revenues increased in 1995 to 1997, but declined in 1998 and 1999;
similarly, CNMI government total operating expenditures increased in
1995 to 1997, but declined in 1998 and 1999.

The tables in this chapter show annual revenues and wage and salary
figures in the CNMI in recent years.
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CNMI Revenue Collected, 1996 to 2000

Revenues collected from internal
resources have declined and rebounded
during the 1997-2001 period.  The most
precipitous drop in revenue occurred
between 1997 and 1998, at the height of
Asia's economic crisis.

Business Gross Revenue

Manufacturing accounted for 35% of all
business gross revenue in 2001.  Retail
trade accounted for approximately 19%
of such revenue, while "other" business
activity contributed to 9% of the
business growth revenue that year.
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CNMI Operating Expenditures

Since 1996, CNMI operating
expenditures have risen and fallen
with the economy.  The CNMI
government spent $245.2 million total
in operations for the year 2001.  As in
past years, approximately 20% of the
total operating expenditure was
earmarked for education in 2001.  An
additional 20% was devoted to public
health, 9% to public safety, 15% to
general government operations, and
12% to  community and social services
as well as elected officials.  The
remaining government functions
accounted for 24% of all operating
expenditures in 2001.
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Source Of Revenue Over Time

The proportion of revenue generated
through tax collection increased from
73% to 83% between 1996 and 2000.
Specifically, business gross revenue
taxes continued to account for
approximately 19% of all CNMI
revenue and federal contributions
accounted for 18% in 2000.
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Summary of Price Index

The United States Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) uses a Consumer
Price Index, or CPI, to measure the average change over time in consumer
goods and services.  The CPI assesses inflation and provides valuable
economic insights into the nation's governmental policies, business
practices and labor activities.  This volume presents data from first quarter,
1999 through the second quarter, 2002.  The present series of the CPI of
the CNMI uses the third quarter, 1977 as the base period.  The base was
constructed from the 1977 Consumer Expenditure Survey which identified
about 100 essential goods and services commonly used in everyday life and
grouped into 5 major categories, including:  food, housing, apparel and
upkeep, transportation, and health and recreation.

In order to calculate a CPI, economic assistants call and visit retailers,
service providers and other businesses to collect price data.  Over all, the
prices of constant and available goods are recorded and incorporated into
the index.  Brief instructions on how to interpret the CPI are supplied in
this chapter.

The CNMI Consumer Price Index increased nearly every year since
1991, with the exception of 1997.  The highest annual CPI increase was in
1992 when the index jumped by almost 14 points.  The CPI increased most
recently by 1.8 and 5.1 index points between the years 1999 and 2000.
The CPI declined in 1997 was due primarily to a decline in the prices of
food, health and recreation.  Data suggest that the slow increase in the
CPI for 1998 was due to price declines in the food and housing categories.
Similarly, the slow increase in 1999 was likely attributed to price decreases
in the areas of health and recreation.

Readers are encourage to contact the Central Statistics Division's web
site for more information on the CNMI's Consumer Price Index.  The web
site address is as follows:  www.commerce.gov.mp/csdhome.htm.
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Annual Movement in the CNMI's

Consumer Price Index

The CNMI Consumer Price Index (CPI)
increased steadily each year since 1991,
except in 1997 when it declined by 3.4
points. The highest CPI increase occurred
in 1992 when figures jumped 14 index
points from 225 to 239 by the year's end.
The CPI increased by 1.8 and 5.1 index
points between 1999 and 2000.
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Summary of Land Use

Chapter 15 summarizes information on the CNMI's geographic size, use
of public land, and the number of land permits issued over time.

Saipan is the region's largest island, measuring approximately 47 square
miles.  Land elevation is highest in Agrihan, where the mountain peak reaches
3,166 feet above seal level.

In general, most of the CNMI's land mass is allocated as public land.  Only
27% of the total land area in 1995 was privately owned, although a majority
(62%) of Saipan's land was private.  Saipan, the CNMI's capital city and home
to about 90% of the total population, is the most industrialized island in the
chain.

According to data from the Division of Public Lands, approximately 58%
of land in 2000 was set aside for public use.  Nearly 13% of this land was set
aside for conservation and wildlife areas, 10% for public  facilities, 8% for
homesteading, and 6% was allocated for golf course development and
transportation, respectively.  The remaining public land was designated for
various other public purposes.

Over the past six years, the number of village homestead permits issued
has decreased from 750 in 1994 to 40 in 2000.  Since 1994, a total of 1,411
homestead permits were issued to private individuals.
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Public Land Use

Approximately, 71% of land in the CNMI is
set aside for public use, according to data
provided by the Division of Public Lands.
Nearly, 12% of this public land is
allocated for conservation and wildlife
areas, 10% is for public facilities, 8% is
marked for village homesteads and 62% is
designated for unspecified other purposes.
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Homestead Permits

The number of village homestead permits
issued increased from 40 in 2000 to 273
in 2001.

Number of Land Permits

The majority of land permits issued in
2001 were for commercial lease, according
to data provided by the Department of
Land and Natural Resources.
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Summary of Territorial Comparisons

This concluding chapter sets CNMI's demographic and economic
characteristics in context relative to the other insular areas, which include
Guam, American Samoa, Virgin Islands. Descriptive data have been extracted
primarily from the 2000 Census on Population and Housing conducted by the
US Bureau of the Census in collaboration with insular teams.

The CNMI land area is very small compared to other insular areas.  The
CNMI's population and its density increased significantly between 1980 and
2000, but it was still lower than most of the other areas. Similarly, the
CNMI's population density has increased in recent years, but was still lower
compared to elsewhere.

Compared to the other insular areas in 2000, the CNMI had:

• second smallest population;

• lowest proportion of persons aged 65 years and older;

• second lowest proportion of married couples;

• second lowest fertility rate;

• second highest percentage of residents with a high school degree;

• highest labor force participation rate;

• highest proportion women's participation rate;

• lowest unemployment rate;

• smallest percentage of owner-occupied housing units; and

• highest median house value.
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