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AMERICAN SOCIETY A CHANGING MOSAIC,
CENSUS ANCESTRY STUDY SHOWS

Americans continue to identify with their ancestral roots
and mother tongues, according to a report by the Commerce
Department's Census Bureau{

The report says 83 percent of individuals surveyed
reported at lTeast one specific ancestry, 6 percent reported
"American" or "United States," while 11 percent provided no
ancestry. About 20 percent (32.4 million) of the population 14
~years old and over grew up in households in which a language
‘other than English was spoken. -

The report is based on a 1979 population survey which asked
questions on ancestry, country of birth, mother tongue, current
language spoken at home, ability to speak English, and ability to
fead and write in any language.

The study was designed to serve as a bridge between the
1970 and 1980 decennial censuses. Bureau officials indicated
population estimates may differ s1ightly with counts from the
1980 census because of differences in collecting and processing

data.

(more)
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Other highlights from the report:

o German, Irish, and English are the largest ancestry
groups. About 52 million people classify themselves as solely
or partly of German ancestry. The other ancestry groups most
frequently reported (either alone or with another ancestry group)
are Irish (44 million), English (40 million), Afro-American or
African (16 million), Scottish (14 million), French (14 million),
Snanish (12 million), Italian (12 million), American Indian
(19 million), Polish (8 million), and Dutch (8 million).

o A single ancestry was reported by 45 percent of the total
population; about 38 pércent provided more than one ancestry
group.

o The most frequently reported mother tongues other than
English were Spanish (7.7 million persons), German (5.1 million),
Italian (4.1 million), Polish (2.5 million), French (2.4
million) and Yiddish (1.2 million).

o A language other than English is spoken at home by about
9 percent of the population 5 years old and over. Slightly
lTess than half of the 18 million persons 5 and over who speak a
language other than English at home speak Spanish. Italian,
German, French, and Polish are the other most frequently spoken
languages.

o About 8 percent (2.6 million) of elementary-school age
children (5 to 13 years old) speak languages other than English
at home. Two-thirds (1.8 million) of all children who speak

lTanguages other than English at home speak Spanish.

(more)




.

-3-

o Of the 18 million people who speak languages other than
English at home, 22 percent do not speak English at all or speak
English "not well"; about 20 percent speak English "well"; the
remaining 58 percent speak English "very well."

o About 981,000 people (0.6 percent) 14 years old and over
had not attended the 6th grade and could not read and write in
any language. The proportion is larger among older persons and
among persons who are foreign born.

Information from the 1980 census on ancestry and‘current
lTanguage spoken in the home will be available for the United
States, states, and substate areas in late 1982 and early 1983,

Copies of the report, Ancestry and Lanquage in the United

States: November 1979, Series P-23, No. 116, may be obtained for

$2.50 each prepaid from the Superintendent of Documents, u.S.
Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402, or from
Commerce district offices in major U.S. cities,

(NOTE: The ancestry question in the survey was
open-ended, did not list examples of responses, and asked respon-
dents to self-identify their ancestry. Social and economic
characteristics of specific single and multiple ancestries, and

definitions and explanations are presented in the report.)

(more)
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Reported Singie and Muitipie Ancestries: November 1979
(Numbers in thousands. Civilisn noninstituticoal population)
Persons reportsd Percant of persons by kind
single smcestry Persons of ADOCAREY recponse
Ancestry reported
Percent multiple Single Kultiple
Total of total Nasber Perceat anoestry Total 1% 5 try
Reported st least one specific sncestry.. 179,078 1100.0 96,496 100.0 182,582 100.0 53.9 46.1
Afro~American, ALTiCEN.....ccsevsccrsoscnranes 16,193 9.0 15,057 15.6 1,136 100.0 93.0 7.0
ABOTLCAN INALAR..cccreocecnsscerssnssasassess 9,900 5.3 2,052 2.1 7,867 100.0 20.7 79.3 -
Agian INAL8D .. cesvavcocrrtosrcravsccnssssnns 182 0.1 156 0.2 26 100.0 85.7 14.3
AUSEYEAD. coccvonesessasssssssavanceatsessonsse 1,070 9.6 385 0.4 685 100.0 36.0 64.0
BALGLAN. ccocarosscevsrecsasensstrscrsscananne &4 0.3 113 0.1 a3s 100.0 25.2 74.8
CanMdiBfe coccooosscsrcosasnsasvessvevosssssvse 609 0.3 228 0.2 381 100.0 37.4 52.6
Chineses, TALWADGSE...ccoceovscsrssassvocvracs 708 0.4 540 0.8 165 100.0 76.6 23.4
C2oChORlOVaKIiRBceocnccosrrcasscccscrstsvossen 1,695 0.9 794 0.8 901 100.0 46.8 53.2
DORLEB.eicoressree 1,672 0.9 438 0.5 1,236 100.0 26.2 73.8
TRIECR. e escrcrrsosacarcrvesocncos 8,121 4.5 1,362 l.4 6,759 100.0 16.8 83.2
T T © 40,004 22.3 11,501 11.9 28,503 100.0 28.7 71.3
PLILGAND  coveovoceascsrssscscsascvennnsasosss 766 0.4 528 0.5 239 100.0 68.7 31.3
PABRABNecceveacsrscsvssrcsssacsccersorevssovace 616 0.3 255 0.3 361 100.0 41.4 58.6
PIODCH. ccsvocvosssscessacrsonerssnsnsoanssoss 14,047 7.8 3,067 3.2 11,000 100.0 21.7 78.3
1,053 0.6 582 0.6 471 100.0 55.3 4.7
51,649 28.8 17,160 17.8 34,489 100.0 33.2 66.8
C @K uecrcssvonvensssmccrosssasscorscstatcsoss 990 0.5 567 2.6 423 100.0 57.3 52.7
BUDGATLAR. s csesocssessceterscrstcoasassannses 1,392 0.9 534 Go6 1,088 i90.0 32.8 §6.5
IERIAGE o eocosesonsssoososssscnecoacacssssoves 118 0.1 13 0.1 1s 100.0 &7 .3 12.7
Irtsh.scccvscncccsvosrsensessoseroscosasaconan 43,752 2.4 2,760 0.1 33,992 160.0 22.3 77.7
Italisn, S1011iMA...ceasctriscssscncccscacnas 11,751 6.6 6,110 6.3 5,661 100.0 52.0 48.0
JEMBLCEN .« ccvvorcracsracanvssosasassssassacsse 184 0.1 158 0.2 26 100.0 8.9 4.1
680 0.4 529 Q.5 151 100.0 77.8 22.2
265 0.1 230 0.2 35 100.0 36.8 13.2
LODADEBO. . . coraacsossvosroscasescssssaccstans 322 0.2 179 0.2 143 100.0 55.6 &4 .5
LACRUARIAN. ccscocsocsancorassssassnasooscnane 832 Q.5 317 0.3 515 100.0 3s.1 €1.9
NOTWOGAAD. e ovvscessrcacascsotscrtosssaccsons 4,120 2.3 1,232 1.3 2,888 100.0 29.9 70.1
POLeSH. v cecsecvavnanosnsscssnsvosncccsesoccs 8,421 4.7 3,498 3.6 4,923 100.0 41.5 58.5
POICUGUES®. . cccccvrccssssscscncccastassannase 946 a.5 493 0.5 453 100.0 52.1 47.9
RAMADLAD . . csesvsrcsasrsscosssasscsnsncassssons 33s 6.2 132 0.1 203 100.0 39.4 60.6
cossvas 3,466 1.9 1,496 1.6 1,970 100.0 43.2 56.8
Scandinsvian....o.. cevenss 340 0.2 110 0.1 23 100.0 32.4 67.6
SEOEELIBe e v cerorecnnsrcsccssesssocecsassanse 14,208 7.9 1,615 1.7 12,590 100.0 11.4 . 88.5
S1AFLCeccccconrraorosssscosesessnsososvscanas 722 0.4 300 .3 422 100.0 4.6 58.4
SPADLBR. c corvsocctaresccsiossnccsrncansocance 12,493 7.0 9,762 10.1 2,731 100.0 78.1 21.9
COlOBDARN. cereavevoassrsssscscorscnsseveaces 117 0.1 101 0.1 16 100.0 86.3 13.7
QDR e cssonsovsscssesasssvsssssacsscncsosns 675 0.4 558 0.6 117 100.0 82.7 17.3
119 0.1 107 0.1 12 100.0 89.9 10.1
EEELCRIie ¢ cocvsesvososscsnsosasncs 6,682 3.7 5,889 6.1 793 100.0 8s.1 11.9
PusTto RIC&D.cccsscrssscsncnrescsssvecs 1,333 Q0.7 1,107 1.1 226 100.0 83.0 17.¢
OtROr SPADIBH..ccoomvronrosacssasansasassss 3,566 2.0 2,000 2.1 1,566 *100.0 56.1 43.9
[ VU PR TY TLETT PPN 4,886 2.7 1,216 1.3 3,670 100.0 %.9 75.1
SWLBEcceceonsasoosscscsscnansrnsvsssncecsscsne 1,228 0.7 312 0.3 916 100.0 25 .4 74.6
UKPRIDIBB . cvevovancssosoccsssscncsosasasscsese 528 0.3 231 0.2 294 | 100.0 &4.0 $6.0
198 0.1 77 0.2 21 100.0 9.4 10.8
2,568 1.4 455 8.5 2,113 100.0 17.7 82.3
193 0.1 129 0.1 64 100.0 66.8 33.2
YugOBLAVAAN. cccvecsssresccassrrosrossasacaces 467 0.3 283 0.3 184 100.0 60.6 39.4
Other specified aNCEStTY ZTOUDS...ccsccovcrsse 4,962 2.8 2,372 2.5 2,571 100.0 48.0 52.0

« Represents zero or rounds to zero.
‘Mraup-mntuymurym-dommutom,umm‘mhmmna'thﬂmmm.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Current Population
Reports, Series P-23, No. 116.
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Ancestry and Language

in the United States:
November 1979

NOTE

The estimates of the population in this report may not agree with counts from the 1980 Census of
Population and Housing. The Current Population Survey (CPS) estimates are based on population controls
from the 1970 census which have been updated for changes in the population since that time. In addition,
the CPS and the 1980 census used different procedures for collecting and processing the data.

INTRODUCTION

This is the first report presenting information on the
ancestry!, languages and literacy of the U.S. population
based on data collected by the Bureau of the Census in
November 1979 in a special supplement to its monthly
Current Population Survey (CPS). The supplement was
designed to provide users with a basic set of data on ethnicity
and language and serve as a bridge between the 1970 and
1980 censuses. Items surveyed included ancestry, country of
birth of the individual and parents, citizenship, year of im-
migration, mother tongue, current language spoken in the
home, and ability to speak English. Questions on ability to
read and write any language, which were not asked in either
census, were asked in this November 1979 CPS supplement.

Only general characteristics are shown in this report. Cross-
tabulations, to be presented in subsequent reports, will pro-
vide a basis for comparing ethnic and language items in the
1970 and 1980 censuses.

ANCESTRY

The ancestry question in the November 1979 CPS supple-
ment was open-ended (that is, no prelisted categories were
provided) and was based upon self-identification. Some indi-
viduals reported a single ancestry group; others reported
more than one group. All single- and double-ancestry re-
sponses were coded. In addition, 17 triple-origin ancestries
expected to be frequently reported were coded; only the
first two reported ancestries were coded for all other re-
sponses of three or more ancestries. Since persons who re-
ported multiple ancestries were included in more than one
group, the sum of persons reporting the ancestry groups
is greater than the total; for example, in table 1, a person
reporting ““German-English’’ was tabulated in both the
“German” and “’English” categories.

1 |n this report, the terms ““ancestry’’ and “‘origin’’ are used inter-
changeably.

About 83 percent of the population in the sample re-
ported at least one specific ancestry?, The remaining 17
percent of the population included 6 percent who reported
“American’’ or “United States’’ and 11 percent who did not
provide any ancestry. About 45 percent of the total popula-
tion reported a specific single ancestry, while about 38 per-
cent provided more than one ancestry group (table A).

In November 1979, German, lrish, and English were the
most frequently reported ancestry groups. About 52 million
persons were classified as being solely or partly of German
ancestry. Irish or part-lrish accounted for 44 million persons
and English or part-English accounted for 40 million persons
(table 1).

Table A. Type of Ancestry Response:
November 1979

(Numbers in thousands)

Type of ancestry response Number Percent
Total persons.,......... | 216,613 100.0
Reported at least one
specific ancestry....... 179,078 82.7
Single ancestry..eeeeconees .. 96,496 44,5
Multiple ancestry....... cesen 82,582 38.1
Ancestry'not specified... 37,535 17.3
American or United States.... 13,592 6.3
Otherl, .. iiieirenossenasennss 195 0.1
Not reported...ccesvsescscene 23,748 11.0

l1ncludes responses indicating religious groups
and other unclassifiable responses.

2gpecific ancestry” excludes persons repor:tipg “ American,”’
“United States,” religious groups, and other unclassifiable responses.




Figures for other frequently reported ancestry groups

(single and multiple combined) were:
3

Afro-American or African 16 million
Scottish 14 million
French 14 million
Spanish 12 million
Italian 12 million
American Indian® 10 million
Polish 8 million
Dutch 8 million

The selection of ancestry groups shown in the tables of
this report was based on the frequency of reporting. The
ancestry groups shown in table 1 were selected on the basis

of 100,000 or more individuals reporting in the single an-

cestry category. For tables 2 and 3, ancestry groups having
450,000 or more persons were shown.

The ancestry data from the November 1979 survey reflect
the diverse nationality groups which have come to the United
States throughout its history. Prior to the 17th century, most
of the residents of this country were American Indians; how-
ever, most of the 10 million respondents who reported
American Indian ancestry in the survey did so in combina-
tion with other groups, such as Irish, German, and English.
Persons of German, Irish, and English origin—groups reported
most frequently in the CPS—were the first Europeans to

arrive in large numbers; the immigration of these groups.

peaked in the late 19th century. From the early 17th century
to the early 19th century, many Africans were forcibly
moved to the United States. The number of “newer immi-
grants’’ including the ltalian and Polish, reached an apex in
the early part of the 20th century. The most recent immi-
grants (during the last two decades) include substantial
numbers of both Spanish®* and Asian persons, who were
also among the earlier arrivals.

Further explanations of ancestry information in this
report appear in appendix A.

Characteristics of Persons by Single or Multiple
Ancestry Response

The November 1979 CPS is the first Census Bureau survey
that collected information on both single- and multiple-
ancestry groups. More than one-half (54 percent) of the
population that specified an ancestry reported a single
response. The most frequently reported single ancestry
groups were:

German 17 million
Afro-American or African 15 million
English 12 million
Irish 10 million
Spanish 10 million
Italian 6 million

3 See appendix A for a discussion of these groups.
*In this report, Spanish refers both to immigrants directly from

Spain and to immigrants from Latin American and Caribbean
countries.

The proportion of multiple-origin responses varied con-
siderably by ancestry group. For instance, 89 percent of
persons indicating Scottish ancestry provided multiple
responses (that is, part-Scottish); multiple responses were
also frequently reported by other ancestry groups, such as
Dutch, Welsh, French, and Irish. In contrast, the proportion
of multiple-ancestry responses was much lower for other
groups, such as Polish (69 percent), ltalian {48 percent),
Filipino (31 percent), and Spanish (22 percent) (table 1).

Data presented in table B show that multiple-origin re-
porting was also related to age and nativity of the individual.
Specifically, younger persons were more likely than older
persons and native persons were more likely than foreign-
born persons to report multiple ancestries.

The demographic, social, and economic characteristics
of the single- and multiple-ancestry populations differed
considerably. The median age of persons who reported a
single ancestry was much higher (34.6 years) than the median
age of persons who reported a multiple ancestry (24.5 years)
(table C). This differential is due, in part, to the fact that the
single-ancestry population included a higher proportion of
foreign-born persons who tended to be older than native-
born persons. There may have also been a greater tendency
for a multiple ancestry to be reported for children whose
parents had different ancestries.

Table B. Multiple-Ancestry Reporting, by Age and
Nativity of Persons Who Reported at Least

One Specific Ancestry Group:
November 1979

. Percent reported

A

ge and nativity multiple ancestry
AGE
Under 18 years....ececececce- 59.6
18 to 64 years....eeeeceecans 42,1
65 years and over.......e0e0+ 32,5
NATIVITY
Native of native parentage... 51.8
Native of foreign or mixed

parentage........ 27.8
Foreign born............. 9.3

The single-ancestry population was more likely than the
multiple-ancestry population to be foreign born or native of
foreign or mixed parentage. The proportion foreign born and
native of foreign or mixed parentage for the single-ancestry
population was 27 percent, about three times the 9 percent
shown for the multiple-ancestry persons. Conversely, a larger
proportion of persons with multiple ancestries (91 percent)
than with single ancestries (73 percent) was native of native
parentage (table C).

The proportion of single-ancestry persons {19 percent)
living in central cities within SMSA’s of 1 million or more




Table C. Selected Social and Economic Characteristics of Persons Who Reported at Least One Specific Ancestry

Group: November 1979

(Numbers in thousands.

Civilian noninstitutional population)

Reported
Selected characteristics at least Reported Reported
one specific single multiple
ancestry ancestry ancestry
AGE
TOtal POrSONS....eeeesensosensons e iereereieeaaane 179,078 96,496 82,582
Percent.. ..o i ieinnenesseconessosoncsssaassonens 100.0 100.0 100.0
Under 18 years.......iicieeeeeieseenseosnensesansenanens 28.9 21.7 37.4
18 to 24 years.....ocuvu.n. et eae ittt e e, 12,7 11.8 13.7
25 10 B4 FOALS ..ttt ttiooneoocensenecanssoscanasenseens 47.5 52.9 41,2
65 years and over............. e ieettentsearecneronans 10.9 13.7 7.7
Median age (FearS)...i.eeiiseerecroonsonanconnnonnnneoss 30.3 34.6 24.5
NATIVITY
TOtALl POIrSONS . s cervrenrorssoosocosssnaneensasences 179,078 96,496 82,582
Percent......ooceeeen. Chesecesvsaeteatecacaenas 100.0 100.0 100.0
Native of native parentage....... Ceeteceseriacancarenenn 81.1 72.5 91.1
Foreign birth or Parentage......veeeeeernseecosscaonosas 18.8 27.2 8.8
Native of foreign or mixed parentage................ .. 12.6 16.9 7.6
Foreign boOrn......coeveevenennan eeeeis et e 6.2 10.4 1.2
Not reported.............. Che et teesstesease e anane 0.1 0.2 -
RESIDENCE
Total persons...... e tereiieieeae e reaseeeeaes 179,078 96,496 82,582
POrCeNt . i iieinconencasataconcacnasonoansonsos 100.0 100.,0 100.0
Metropolitan............ ceerescanenas e recersnruenn PR 69.3 70.9 67.4
In SMSA's of 1 million or more....... e e 39.5 42,3 36.1
In central Cities....voieiireneieereneneenennancnnns 14.5 19.1 9.2
Outside central cities............. feesceesieeranans 24.9 23,2 26.9
In SMSA's of under 1 million.............. eereecaaaes 29.8 28.6 31.3
Nonmetropolitan.......... et cenesenaiaas et iiareeeaes 30.7 29.1 32.6
MARITAL STATUS
Persons, 14 years old and OVer......ceoceeceseroes 140, 265 80,729 59,536
Percent....coeeesenacsas Ceeece it e neseae 100.0 100.0 100.0
Single (never married).......eceeeeeecocecosnnnannns 27.0 22,2 33.4
EVEr MATrTied. . cuvereneeroranacsorarosnonscarsoosnsoscoss 73.0 77.8 66.6
YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED
Pérsons, 25 years old and over............ e 104,554 64,207 40,347
POrCENT .o cvvrvonecsononoannnanss Ceeeee e 100.0 100.0 100.0
Elementary: O to 8 years..... PP 16.0 19.9 9.8
High school: 1 to 3 years......uvevececeeraossnsassonsoos 13.3 14.1 11.9
High school graduates..........ceseeeeee eeesieiieeaean 70.7 66.0 78.2
College: 1l year Or MOre...ceeeressraarscsvsssnoncna 33.2 29.5 39.0
EMPLOYMENT STATUS
Persons, 16 years old and over.......... eeesesaan 133,905 78,236 55,669
In civilian labor force.............. Cererecreeceecanaan 86,006 49,273 36,733
Percent in civilian labor force.........ovveenvoconass 64.2 63.0 66.0
Percent UNempPloyed...ceeeeesascecsvsaoascesssanannes 5.6 5.5 5.7
FAMILY INCOME!
Total families reporting income.........ceeeesesee 44,711 28,626 16,085
PEICENT . et a e rennsconoosrancscnansanancossasoosns 100.0 100.0 100.0
Under $10,000. .. .0.u.eereeerenncacnacecanaasaneasnaassns 25.6 28.1 21.1
$10,000 0 $14,999 e v eeuerensrersrencocnssonasansasacss 19.4 19.9 18.5
$15,000 t0 $24,999 . c.ceteccencrascrossssasnsrscasosssons 31.7 30.9 33.0
$25,000 ANd OVEr...eueeereeconneconnaanssasonsaacssasses 23.3 21.0 27.3
- Represents zero or rounds to zero.
lFamilies are classified by the kind of ancestry group reported by the householder,




was much higher than for multiple-ancestry persons (9
percent). Likewise, differences are noted in marital status;
about 78 percent of persons who reported only one origin
were ever married, compared with only 67 percent of persons
reporting multiple origins (table C).

Persons who reported a single ancestry had a lower level
of educational attainment than persons with multiple
ancestries. For instance, about 20 percent of persons 25
years old and over who reported a single ancestry had only
an elementary education; only 10 percent of persons of
multiple ancestries were in this category. Also, about 66 per-
cent of single-ancestry persons graduated from high school,
compared with 78 percent of the multiple-ancestry persons
(table C).

Economic differences between single- and multiple-
ancestry groups were also evident. Families maintained by
persons who reported one origin had lower incomes than
families whose householders reported multiple origins.
About 28 percent of families with single-ancestry house-
holders had incomes under $10,000; the proportion was
about 21 percent for families with multiple-ancestry house-
holders. At the upper end of the income scale, 21 percent of
the families with householders of single ancestry had incomes
of $25,000 or more, while about 27 percent of the families
with multiple-ancestry householders were at that income
level (table C). The noticable differentials by education and
income between single- and multiple-ancestry groups may be
related to the age and nativity factors noted earlier.

Characteristics of Persons Reporting Specific
Single Ancestry Groups

in this section of the report, characteristics of specific
single-ancestry groups are compared. However, it is noted
that the proportion reporting a single response varied signifi-
cantly among the ancestry groups. Also, in some instances,
characteristics for a single-ancestry group, such as Polish,
differed from those for the corresponding multiple-ancestry
group, such as Polish and other group(s). A subsequent publi-
cation will provide more information on the multiple-
ancestry groups.

Age. In 1979, the median ages of single-ancestry groups were
quite different from the median age of 30.3 years for the
total population. For example, the median ages of Hungarians
(49.7 years) and Russians (48.4 years) were twice as high as
the median age for persons of Spanish ancestry {23.5 years),
who were at the other end of the continuum. All of these
mentioned groups had median ages that were significantly
different from the national median age (table 2). ’

Nativity. Single-ancestry groups in the United States differ
in their nativity and parentage distributions; these observed
differences reflect somewhat the different immigration
patterns noted earlier in the text. Among persons reporting
ltalian, Polish, or Spanish ancestry, about one-half or more
were either foreign born or native of foreign or mixed
parentage. In contrast, one-fifth or less of persons of English,

French, German, lrish, and Scottish origin were foreign born
or native of foreign or mixed parentage. These latter groups
were predominantly native of native parentage (table 3).

Residence. In 1979, about 68 percent of the total population
lived in metropolitan areas. The proportion of Italian, Polish,
and Spanish populations in metropolitan areas (80 percent or
more) was notably higher than the national level. The propor-
tion of metropolitan residents of English, French, German,
Irish, and Scottish single-ancestry groups was close to or
somewhat lower than the national proportion (table 3).

Marital Status. Since marital status is closely related to age,
those single-ancestry groups with relatively older members
had larger proportions of persons who had ever been married.
For example, among persons of English ancestry 14 years
old and over, about 80 percent of the men and 85 percent
of the women had been married at some time, compared
with about 67 percent of the men and 73 percent of the
women of Spanish origin. The proportions for Spanish were
similar to those for the Nation (table 3).

Education. Although the November 1979 survey indicated
that more than two-thirds of the adults in the U.S. popula-
tion were high school graduates, there was considerable
variation among the single-ancestry groups. For example,
about 81 percent of Scottish-ancestry males 25 years old and
over and 78 percent of Scottish-ancestry females in this
age group were high school graduates. Relatively high pro-
portions were also noted for adults of English and German
ancestries. However, the proportion of persons of Italian,
Polish, and Spanish origin who had completed high school
was lower than the national average (table 3).

Employment. In November 1979, the unemployment rate
for persons 16 years old and over in the civilian labor force
was 5.7 percent. The figures for some single-ancestry groups,
such as French, Polish, and Irish, were close to the national
rate, whereas the unemployment rates for other groups, such
as English, German, and Scottish, were substantially below
the national average. The unemployment rate for persons of
Spanish ancestry (9.0 percent) was much higher than the
national average (table 3).

Income. Among the single-ancestry groups, Scottish families
had the highest median income® of $20,000. The median
income for families maintained by persons of English,
German, Italian, and Polish ancestries was also higher than
the national median income, Of the groups shown in table 3,
only families of Spanish origin ($10,600) had a median in-
come significantly below the 1979 national family median
of $15,800.

MOTHER TONGUE

Among persons 14 years old and over, 32 million (19.7
percent) reported that a language other than English was

SSee Appendix A, Definitions and Explanations, for discussion
on income.




spoken in their childhood homes. The proportion was sub-
stantively the same in the 1970 census (20.1 percent), As
table 4 shows, about 7.7 million persons 14 years old and
over reported Spanish as their mother tongue, making it
the largest mother tongue group after English (131.9 million).
Other frequently reported mother tongue groups were
German (5.1 million), Italian (4.1 million), Polish (2.5
million), French (2.4 million), and Yiddish (1.2 million).
No other mother tongue group contained more than 600,000
persons 14 years and over. The mother tongues persented as
“other” in table 4 included 16 language groups with 100,000
to 300,000 speakers each:

Arabic Korean

Armenian Lithuanian

Danish Pennsylvania Dutch
Dutch Russian

Farsi Serbo-Croatian
Finnish Slovak

Gaelic Ukrainian
Hungarian Vietnamese

Because an individual may never have learned to speak
his or her mother tongue or may no longer speak a language
spoken as a child, mother tongue is not an accurate measure
of current language ability or usage of the population.

CURRENT LANGUAGE

Eighteen million persons aged 5 and over were reported
as currently speaking a language other than English at home.
There may well have been additional speakers of languages
other than English who only used the language someplace
other than home, and there were doubtless many individuals
who were able to speak a language other than English, but
did not do so at home (table 5).

Just less than one-half of those who spoke a language
other than English at home spoke Spanish, and relatively
large numbers of persons spoke ltalian, German, French, or
Polish at home. Although no language included as “other”
in table 5 was spoken by 200,000 persons or more in 1979,
the following languages were each spoken by more than
100,000 persons: Czech, Serbo-Croatian, Hungarian, Viet-
namese, and Arabic.

Among children of elementary-school age {56 to 13 years
old), Spanish was the only language, other than English,
spoken by 200,000 persons or more. The 1.8 million Spanish-
speaking children constituted two-thirds of all children of
this age who spoke a language other than English and about
6 percent of all elementary-school-aged children. Other
languages spoken by more than 50,000 school-aged children
included Italian, French, German, Chinese, and Greek.

The 768,000 persons of high school age (14 to 17 years
old) who spoke Spanish at home constituted about three-
fifths of all persons of that age who spoke a language other
than English and about 5 percent of all persons of high
school age. For this age group, the next most frequently
mentioned languages were German, ltalian, French, and
Chinese (table 6).

ABILITY TO SPEAK ENGLISH AND CURRENT
LANGUAGE

Of the 18 million persons 5 years old and over who spoke
a language other than English at home in 1979, 3.9 million
(22 percent) were reported as not speaking English at all or
speaking English ‘‘not well,” whereas 10.5 million (58
percent) were judged to speak English very well by the
household respondent (table 7).

Spanish was spoken by 64 percent of those who spoke a
language other than English and had limited ability to speak
or could not speak English at all. Spanish was also the modal
non-English language spoken by those with limited or no
ability in English in each age group shown in table 7. A clear
majority of persons under 65 with limited or no ability to
speak English spoke Spanish: about three-fourths of persons
aged 5 to 13 years old and two-thirds of persons aged 14 to
64 years old. However, only 40 percent of those aged 65 and
over with limited or no English spoke Spanish.

Among persons of all ages who spoke Korean, Portuguese,
Spanish, Chinese, Japanese, or Greek at home in November
1979, the proportion who spoke English either “not well”
or ‘“not at all”” ranged from about 20 percent to 45 percent.
The proportion whose ability to speak English was limited or
nil varied by age within languages. Generally, the proportion
was lowest among those of high-school age (14 to 17) and
increased in successively older age groups. This pattern was
particularly noticeable among those who spoke Spanish, and
was found in many of the languages shown in table 7. Lan-
guage groups may have differed in the relation between age
and ability to speak English because of differences in the
periods and levels of migration and in the extent of their
exposure to the use of English.

LITERACY

Approximately 822,000 persons aged 14 and over were
reported as unable to read and write in any language. The
proportion of the U.S. population 14 and over who were
illiterate, which now stands at about one-half of 1 percent,
has been approximately halved in each decade since 1959
(Current Population Reports, Series P-20, Nos. 99 and 217).
liliteracy as defined in this report refers to persons who have
not attended the sixth or higher grades (either in the United
States or abroad) and who are reported as unable to read and
write in English or the language they reported currently
speaking at home. (See appendix A for further discussion.)

For all of the single-ancestry groups except Spanish and
all of the multiple-ancestry groups shown in table 3, the
proportion unable to read and write was no higher than 1
percent. At 2.8 percent, the illiteracy rate for the Spanish-
ancestry group is higher than that for each of the groups
shown.

In table 8, it can be seen that the percent unable to read
and write in any language increases with age; that the foreign
born are more likely to be unable to read and write in any
language than the native born; and that while a higher
percentage are reported illiterate among Blacks than Whites,
the racial differences are large only above age 45.
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Table 2. Age of the Population, by Ancestry and Sex: November 1979

(Numbers in thousands. Civilian noninstitutional population)

Age (years)

Ancestry and sex
'| Under 5 14 to 17 | 18 to 24 | 25 to 34 45 to 54 | 55 to 64

BOTH SEXES

Total persons.........ses0..... | 216,613 | 15,801 27,988 34,487 24,898 22,675 20,823

Single ancestry groups........... 96,496 5,446 11,373 16,542 12,135 11,509 10,846
Afro-American, African...............| 15,057 | 1,523 2,060 2,259 1,570 1,338 1,034
American Indian............. 2,053 148 302 434 294 206 138
Chinese.csevsonancerasovsnnen 540 27 74 112 79 67 29
Czechoslovakian....vvvrnsssnesenrnaes 794 25 80 118 87 118 149
Dutch...oeeunennornnsnns 1,362 50 137 268 193 175 177
English..coeencecsnnsssnnns 11,501 424 1,113 1,923° 1,538 1,516 1,462
FLlipino.eeseeesseeerossnsnnancnnes 525 60 35 98 70 46 47
French........ocevevencnnsss 3,047 114 336 598 407 393 374
17,160 789 2,073 3,078 2,282 2,231 1,995
Greek....... 567 18 61 105 90 94 68
Hungariane.oeooeeeroonseaecnnnss 534 8 38 85 66 73 112
IPish. covvreinnennsserennanenes 9,760 334 1,111 1,703 1,276 1,294 1,239
Italian..coiivrerrenonnnnanes vee 6,110 169 701 950 768 870 987

JAPANESE. e et e v etrantrntierssrirnaas 529 30 52 97 61 101 53
Norweglan. .coveeveevenverrarnans 1,232 25 123 230 178 162 174
Polish.......... .. [ 3,498 78 344 545 422 483 642
Portuguese............ “en 493 20 71 102 61 63 63
Russian......covovonenn . 1,496 41 110 264 169 172 224
Scottish........ou.n.. cee .. 1,615 37 145 273 265 221 237
Spanish.... bereererenns .. 9,762 1,403 1,708 1,172 762 498
CUbAN. v evvrvrrvsrnnnrrnnnens . 558 28 51 66 101 82 52
Mexdcan. . oveveerseresnnresnonsnaans 5,889 903 1,062 618 394 261
Puerto Rican.....coovvevnnenonnanns 1,107 139 204 123 85 46
Central and South American......... 475 52 64 97 88 40 14
Other Spanish....covvveveeencnnnnnss 1,733 246 279 242 161 125
Bwedish.eieveiiiiiiiiii ittt 1,216 25 120 214 162 148 156
Other single ancestry groups......... 7,646 344 566 882 1,376 926 976 989

Multiple ancestry groups!........ 82,582 15,267 11,340 12,039 8,266 7,200 6,488

Ancestry not specified?.......... 37,535 4,827 5,275 5,906 4,497 3,966 3,489
American......ceecevrennninrriiiinnnns 13,592 2,123 1,909 1,957 1,433 1,277 1,142
[0 T 195 21 18 34 18 12 17
Not reported....covveeiersisncannanss 23,748 2,684 3,348 3,915 3,046 2,677 2,331

Selected multiple ancestry groups:3
American Indian and other group(s). 7,847 1,508 1,127 1,235 841 714 498
Dutch and other group(s)........... 6,759 1,131 835 871 684 661 633
English and other group(s)......... | 28,503 4,767 3,633 3,808 2,839 2,685
French and other group{(s).......... 11,000 2,027 1,478 1,585 922 902
German and other group{(s).......... 34,489 6,817 4,995 5,092 2,830 2,309
Irish and other group(s)........... 33,992 5,991 4,536 4,709 3,048 2,963
Italian and other group(s)......... 5,622 1,482 1,072 881 197 127
Polish and other group(s).......... 4,923 1,205 734 786 261 208
Scottish and other group(s)........ 12,590 1,779 1,511 1,482

MALE

Total persons..........ee...... | 104,527 15,515 13,577 9,834

8ingle ancestry groups........... 47,299 5,292 5,387 5,240
Afro-American, African............... 7,015 1,453 908 481
American Indian,....ocevevevesoannoes 965 133 129 64
ChANESE.ceeresrererentvesrarnssnnnnns 259 38 33 14
CzechosLlovakian. .. onvveeererrssnones 387 17 44 76
DUtCh. s eveeranroosnnerrnsaroonannas 685 55 71 82
English....... tsereersnenncvnresos | 5,650 473 559 711
Filipino.... . . 258 43 10 15
French. s eoreneieerereneeneisniansnss 1,465 143 165
German. cooevurssesrirrianirnncceneees | . 8,756
GreeK. vvecrrererenrrssrnonsncsnnenns 283 41
. 260 39
4,583
Italian, . vovuirierioinennrnerssnnnoses 3,039

oOHrPOVWOOWOUINDWLN

bukuwunuwgnm
HUUionO oo O O

JAPANGBE. ¢ ¢ o v v e eteraratrtrrrrrensaan 242
NorweglaN.....es. . 608
Polish.......... 1,693
POrtUgUeSBe. . e v vivtnrsrrrnescrenrnsnnn 234
T T 728
BeottiBh. . cvtntnierrririrenenionannn 933

W e W
Sﬁbwgw
oo ~NOW

< R ) 4,772
[ 255
MoXLOaN. st eurtoraennsesrornanssnnns 2,986
Puerto RiCan...cuvrevrvonsnnsnnnnns 474
Central and South American......... 229
Other Spanish.c.evererinieeernonens 827

BwedlBh. s ot ieviiiiiiiiiinneniennnenas 598

Other single ancestry groups.........

N
N

N W
o
o 5~

See footnotes at end of table.




Table 2. Age of the Population, by Ancestry and Sex: November 1979—Continued

(Numbers in thousands. Civilian noninstitutional population)

Age (years)
Ancestry and sex Total, 65 and | Median
all ages [Under 5 |5 to 13 ]| 14 to 17 { 18 to 24 | 25 to 34 | 35 to 44 |45 to 54 | 55 to 64 over age
MALE--Continued
Multiple ancestry groups®........ 38,810 3,967 7,737 3,963 5,519 5,406 3,658 3,269 2,924 | 2,368 22.9
Ancestry not specified?.......... 18,418 1,287 2,486 1,495 2,672 3,042 2,195 1,928 1,670 ] 1,644 29.2
AMEIiCAN. et reetrtreeerietenoreannaes 6,439 572 1,088 522 922 977 662 608 489 599 26.2
[ T P 83 8 5 3 11 14 8 7 5 21 35.7
Not reported.....cceceeenceonnnsennns 11,896 708 1,393 970 1,738 2,051 1,525 1,313 1,175 | 1,024 30.6
Selected multiple ancestry groups:S
American Indian and other group(s). 3,696 470 825 373 515 513 333 305 216 146 20.8
Dutch and other group(s)........... 3,061 243 589 359 410 365 258 298 286 254 24.0
English and other group(s)......... 13,286 1,245 2,406 1,316 1,823 1,739 1,300 1,271 1,204 982 24.5
French and other group(s).......... 4,979 515 998 560 662 699 486 414 351 296 22.7
German and other group(s).......... 16,645 1,807 3,481 1,762 2,519 2,316 1,541 1,348 1,056 816 21.8
Irish and other group(s)........... 15,390 1,560 2,982 1,579 2,121 2,017 1,441 1,275 1,295 | 1,121 23.4
Italian and other group(s).. . 2,742 382 766 294 499 415 205 101 43 37 16.9
Polish and other group(s)... .. 2,427 225 594 291 373 371 257 142 114 60 20.4
Scottish and other group(s)........ 5,831 421 912 534 754 696 535 663 689 628 29.2
FEMALE
Total persons......... anereees 112,086 7,720 | 14,899 7,851 14,410 17,723 12,926 11,711 10,990 | 13,856 31.3
Single ancestry groups........... 49,197 2,619 5,028 2,502 5,986 8,226 6,016 5,742 5,606 | 7,471 35.4
Afro-American, African........eo.e. .. 8,042 743 1,439 638 1,152 1,267 886 717 554 646 25.4
American INdian.....coevevveosennenns 1,088 75 131 71 172 225 142 115 75 82 29.2
Chinese...... e rrae e aeesesioe 280 16 31 11 41 58 51 34 15 24 32.2
Czechoslovakian...oeeeeeeesssvessenss 407 10 9 15 36 60 38 56 73 110 51.4
DUtCH. e evvvnneunnrnunnnsusnesusnnanns 677 25 39 18 66 123 107 90 94 115 41.4
English...ccoeeeennssnronssnnsnns veens 5,851 202 427 277 554 948 748 754 751 1,191 41.9
Filipino......... esareraraeaseseenas 267 22 30 13 25 70 40 20 32 15 31.3
French....ccecvneennesnnnnocennns ees 1,582 56 141 75 195 273 200 207 209 226 37.6
German.......... evsiees eeeereeerees 8,403 384 682 356 1,096 L 1,407 1,049 1,034 990 | 1,404 37.6
Greek. . cooeirerrrnsnvenensonnannnsnns 284 7 42 12 28 © 52 42 52 27 22 35.3
Hungarian........... PN ves 274 2 8 7 25 38 26 36 73 61 54.2
b8 1 T 5,177 161 364 222 589 862 674 683 673 949 40.8
ItaldaN. . vveeeeeesonnnnnoonns eeeea 3,071 86 193 121 339 465 378 425 519 545 43.8
Japanese. .....ae.. eeeeeeens Ceeiieees 287 12 21 21 24 47 37 73 24 28 39.9
Norwegian.....oesuess Crreererraenenes 624 15 50 18 62 128 86 75 76 114 39.6
POliBh.civvnuneienresnnnnonnnass . 1,804 30 83 59 166 280 209 265 321 391 47.8
Portuguese......... ererrereeeasaeees 259 13 21 12 47 42 32 29 32 30 33.4
Russian........... T 768 17 34 17 58 120 85 77 119 240 51.8
Beottish. . veerrorrrrrrrrorssncsssanes 682 19 &b 20 74 98 90 80 106 150 44.4
=) - 4,990 558 922 351 737 904 607 402 263 245 24.3
. Ceees .. ceee | - 303 18 37 14 26 35 66 39 31 37 38.3
2,903 367 612 193 464 522 296 201 135 113 22.0
633 75 114 62 86 127 70 50 31 19 23.5
246 24 43 7 32 51 47 24 10 9 28.4
Other Spanish......ccceeeeeeeennnss 905 74 117 76 129 169 127 88 56 69 28.4
LT 618 12 25 12 69 97 77 60 83 182 47.6
Other single ancestry groups...... e 3,762 154 292 157 432 661 410 460 497 700 39.5
Multiple ancestry groupsl........ 43,772 3,813 7,530 3,886 5,821 6,633 4,608 3,931 3,564 | 3,986 26.3
Ancestry not specified?.......... 19,117 1,287 2,341 1,463 2,603 2,864 2,302 2,038 1,820 2,399 31.5
AMBTLCAN. ¢ vt vvvvrireossssssnnnnns Ve 7,153 581 1,035 574 986 980 771 669 652 904 29.1
Other. . vueueeerennnauinooseeenennss 112 6 16 7 7 20 10 5 11 31 36.0
Not reported....ccceceeeeeeccocaes vee 11,852 700 1,291 882 1,610 1,864 1,521 1,364 1,156 | 1,465 32.7
Selected multiple ancestry groups:?
Americen Indian and other group(s). 4,152 369 683 337 611 722 508 409 - 282 230 26.0
Dutch and other group(s)........... 3,698 291 542 318 425 506 427 363 348 479 30.4
English and other group(s)......... 15,216 1,136 2,361 1,339 1,811 2,069 1,682 1,568 1,480} 1,770 29.6
French and other group(s).......... 6,021 498 1,029 547 816 886 649 508 551 538 26.4
German and other group(s).......... 17,844 1,690 3,337 1,695 2,476 2,776 1,814 1,482 1,254} 1,320 24.3
Irish and other group(s)........... 18,602 1,410 3,009 1,611 2,415 2,692 2,113 1,773 1,6681 1,910 28.2
Italian and other group(s)......... 2,880 363 716 327 574 466 228 96 84 25 18.4
Polish and other group(s).......... 2,496 273 611 277 361 416 238 119 94 107 20.3
Scottish and other group(s)........ 6,759 403 867 492 757 912 720 758 793 | 1,057 34.4

1persons reporting multiple ancestry groups may be included in more than one category. Total represents all persons reporting multiple an-
cestry groups, rather than the sum of ancestry groups reported.

2Includes non , P indicating religious groups, and other unclassifiable responses.

3Persons reporting multiple ancestry groups may be included in more than one category.




10
Table 3. Selected Social and Economic

(Numbers in thousands. Civi-

S Total Selected single ancestry groups
=
g Selected characteristics
3 ;
Number | Percent | English | French| German Irish | Italian| Polish| Scottish | Spanish Other
NATIVITY
1 2 216,613 (X) | 11,501 3,047 | 17,160 9,760 6,110 3,498 1,615 9,762} 34,043
2 Percent..c.c..cvveeecrscnccnces X) 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
3 Native of native parentage.......... | 174,175 80.4 89.9 79.4 85.3 86.8 42.7 48.7 75.2 4b.4 71.3
4 Foreign birth or parentage..........| 35,378 16.3 10.0 20.4 14.7 13.1 57.3 51.1 24.8 55.4 28.4
5 Native of foreign or mixed parent-
BB et errtreorcnnanans veereess | 23,648 10.9 6.2 15.3 10.7 10.4 44.1 40.3 14.2 25.1 16.0
6 Foreign born....... ceeserenanesses | 11,730 5.4 3.8 5.1 4.0 2.7 13.1 10.8 10.5 30.3 12.3
7 Not reported......... cetreersensanon 7,061 3.3 - 0.2 0.1 0.1 - 0.1 - 0.2 0.4
RESIDENCE
8 Total..coereniannnas veseeeees. | 216,613 x>} 11,501 3,047 | 17,160 9,760 6,110 3,498 1,615 9,762 | 34,043
9 Percent..... Ceieeseaiereaes x> 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
10 | Metropolitan.........e.ouvn. veverene. | 146,219 67.5 57.2 58.4 61.3 62.6 86.3 83.2 62.9 84.4 76.4
11 In SMSA's of 1 million or more.... | 82,467 38.1 27.1 24.7 32.2 36.1 58.2 59.9 30.4 54.6 48.3
12 In central cities............... 31,081 14.3 7.8 7.4 8.7 12.4 20.4 23.6 10.3 30.9 27.5
13 Outside central cities.......... | 51,386 23.7 19.2 17.4 23.5 23.7 37.8 36.3 20.1 23.7 20.8
14 In SMSA's of under 1 million...... 63,752 29.4 30.1 33.7 29.1 26.5 28.1 23.3 32.5 29.8 28.1
15 | Nonmetropolitan..........ceevuvuveeo. | 70,394 32.5 42.8 41.6 38.7 37.4 13.7 16.8 37.0 15.6 23.6
MARITAL STATUS
16 Male, 14 years and over....... | 80,931 @] 4,955 1,264 7,605 4,009 2,728 1,534 874 3,227 | 12,984
17 Percent............. ceerenas x) 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
18 | Single (never married).............. 24,555 30.3 19.7 18.1 19.6 23.0 21.8 21.8 13.4 33.0 28.7
19 [ Married......ccvvvvvnnnnns veeevesses | 50,982 63.0 73.7 75.5 73.9 69.2 70.6 71.2 79.6 62.8 63.9
20 | Widowed........eiiiaannnns evreeanas 1,887 2.3 2.1 2.2 2.8 2.9 3.4 3.5 3.2 1.0 3.0
2] | Divorced....... Cedeeenee fevesercnenn 3,508 4.3 4.5 4.2 3.7 4.8 4.2 3.5 3.9 3.2 4.4
22 Female, 14 years and over..... | 89,467 (x) 5,223 1,385 7,338 4,651 2,791 1,691 618 3,511 | 14,341
23 Percent.....cocovceenee ceraas (X) 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
24 21,643 24.2 14.9 15.0 16.7 17.1 19.3 18.2 12.6 26.5 25.4
25 51,864 58.0 63.2 68.6 64.7 63.1 61.4 60.6 62.5 60.7 55.4
26 10,353 11.6 15.4 11.3 13.2 14.9 13.9 16.9 20.4 6.2 12.7
27 5,607 6.3 6.5 5.1 5.4 5.0 5.4 4.3 4.5 6.6 6.5
HOUSEHOLD RELATIONSHIP
28 In houscholds.......eu.... vee. | 226,571 x| 11,409} 3,047] 17,158{ 9,754| 6,110] 3,498 1,613 | 9,761 | 34,037
29 PErCeNt...cvvevvereconsnonss (X) 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
30 | Householder.....caeevevseesvccacanss 79,343 36.6 47.1 45.3 46.6 44.9 45.8 47.1 58.8 29.7 40.4
31 Family householder................| 59,001 27.2 35.1 35.4 36.1 32.5 34.9 34.4 45.6 25.1 30.0
32 Male..ooroonnaeonssoocsannensnas | 50,425 23.3 31.6 31.4 33.1 28.6 31.4 31.0 42.7 20.0 23.7
33 Female....cveveerenceorsonansenns 8,577 4.0 3.5 4.1 3.0 3.9 3.5 3.4 2.9 5.2 6.3
34 Nonfamily householder............. 20,342 9.4 11.9 9.8 10.5 12.4 10.9 12.6 13.1 4.5 10.3
35 Male........ PN 8,526 3.9 4.4 4.5 4.4 4.9 4.4 4.7 5.9 2.4 4.8
36 Female....evoueeeenaeaansas veeess ) 11,816 5.5 7.5 5.3 6.1 7.5 6.5 7.9 7.3 2.1 5.6
37 | Spouse......viiiiiiinnn ceeeeesasaas | 47,818 22.1 | 27.3 29.1 26.6 28.4 26.6 27.8 22.8 18.5 20.3
38 | Own child under 14 years old....... . 43,080 19.9 10.8 12.4 12.4 10.5 9.3 7.2 7.2 29.1 17.2
39 Other relative.........cveeuee PPN 41,109 19.0 12.4 10.9 11.9 13.6 16.0 15.0 8.9 19.9 19.4
40 | Nonrelative......ccveeueen crereennae 5,220 2.4 2.5 2.3 2.5 2.6 2.3 2.8 2.4 2.8 2.7
41 In group quarters............. 42 - - - - 0.1 - - 0.1 - -
YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED
42 Male, 25 years and over....... | 59,249 (x) 4,109 1,057 6,240 3,258 2,237 1,297 782 2,163 | 10,004
43 Percent..... Cerereeseiieena (X) 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
44 | Elementary: O to 8 years....... fee 10,629 - 17.9 13.5 18.6 15.5 17.2 20.6 19.7 9.1 44.7 21.1
45 High school: 1 to 3 years.......... 7,913 13.4 11.9 14.4 12.1 14.0 16.8 15.9 9.7 12.8 15.2
46 4 years....ieeiieienas 19,448 32.8 32.8 36.3 37.8 33.5 34.1 34.5 31.2 22.1 30.8
471 | College: 1 or more years.......|{ 21,258 35.9 41.8 30.7 34.6 35.3 28.6 29.8 50.0 20.3 32.9
48 | Percent high school graduates....... (xX) 68.7 74.6 67.0 72.4 68.8 62.7 64.4 81.2 42.5 63.7
49 Female, 25 years and over..... 67,206 [6:9) 4,392 1,115| 5,886 3,840 2,332 1,466 524 2,422 11,084
50 Percent..ceveviereaeissonses (X) 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
51 | Elementary: O to 8 years.......... 11,370 16.9 11.5 20.5 15.9 15.8 23.0 26.1 9.5 44.6 20.9
52 | High school: 1 to 3 years.......... 9,717 14.5 11.9 13.8 12.0 14.2 16.6 14.8 12.4 14.8 16.3
53 4 years....... vevessss | 27,525 41.0 42.6 43.0 46.4 43.9 43.8 37.7 38.4 27.3 36.4
54 | College: 1 or more years.......| 18,593 27.7 34.1 22.7| ° 25.6 26.1 16.5 21.4 39.7 13.3 26.4
55 | Percent high school graduates....... x) 68.6 76.7 65.7 72.0 70.0 60.4 59.1 78.1 40.5 4 62.8

See footnotes at end of table.
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American B

Multiple Ancestry Indian Dutch English French German Irish Italian Polish Scottish | .,

ancestry not and other| and other and other| and other and other and other | and other| and other| and other| ©

groups! | specified? group(s) group(s) group(s) group(s) group(s) group(s) group(s) group(s) group(s)

82,582 37,535 7,847 6,759 28,503 11,000 34,489 33,992 5,622 4,923 12,590 1
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 2
91.1 77.1 97.2 94.8 93.4 92.1 93.5 95.0 89.5 84.5 92.8 3
8.8 4.7 2.8 5.2 6.6 7.8 6.5 5.0 10.5 15.5 7.2 4
7.6 3.0 2.4 4.2 5.7 6.8 5.9 4.5 9.9 13.9 6.1 5
1.2 1.7 0.4 1.0 0.9 1.0 0.6 Q.5 0.6 1.6 1.0 6
- 18.2 - - - 0.1 - - - - 0.1 7
82,582 37,535 7,847 6,759 28,503 11,000 34,489 33,992 5,622 4,923 12,590 8
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 9
67.4 58.9 56.1 57.7 66.6 66.8 67.1 65.6 80.9 80.7 65.4 | 10
36.1 31.4 24.8 24.3 34.1 32.3 37.0 33.9 50.4 52.2 32.1 11
9.2 13.4 7.7 5.0 7.8 8.7 8.7 8.1 11.6 15.5 7.1 12
26.9 17.9 17.2 19.2 26.3 23.6 28.2 25.8 38.8 36.8 25.0{ 13
31.3 27.5 31.2 33.4 32.5 34.5 30.1 31.7 30.5 28.5 33.3| 14
32.6 S 411 43.9 42.3 33.4 33.2 32.9 34.4 19.1 19.3 34.6| 15
27,107 14,644 2,401 2,229 9,635 3,467 11,357 10,848 1,594 1,608 4,4981 16
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0| 17
38.9 31.1 34.1 38.0 37.3 39.4 41.5 37.7 54.6 46.1 32.91 18
55.1 61.5 59.4 54.9 56.9 54.2 52.7 55.7 40.3 50.3 60.3] 19
1.8 2.4 1.5 2.5 2.0 1.4 1.5 2.1 0.8 1.1 2.0{ 20
4.3 5.0 5.0 4.7 3.8 5.0 4.3 4.5 4.3 2.5 4.81 21
32,429 15,489 3,100 2,865 11,719 4,495 12,817 14,182 1,801 1,611 5,490 22
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 23
28.9 24.3 22.5 24.6 27.5 27.9 30.9 27.1 45.1 39.7 24.2 24
55.3 56.9 60.5 56.6 54.7 55.9 55.0 56.4 46.8 48.7 55.9 25
9.1 12.5 8.2 12.0 10.8 9.4 7.5 9.9 2.9 5.4 13.0| 26
6.7 6.3 8.8 6.8 7.1 6.8 6.6 6.6 5.2 6.3 6.8 27
82,570 37,524 7,846 6,757 28,497 10,997 34,482 33,988 5,622 4,923 12,589 | 28
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0| 29
29.1 37.5 28.3 30.4 31.4 28.7 27.4 29.3 18.8 24.1 35.1] 30
21.0 27.8 21.7 21.6 22.3 20.4 20.0 20.9 13.0 18.2 24.5 31
18.0 23.5 17.6 18.2 19.2 17.1 17.3 17.7 11.1 16.2 21.4| 32
3.0 4.4 4.2 3.4 3.1 3.3 2.7 3.2 2.0 2.0 3.1| 33
8.2 9.6 6.5 8.8 9.1 8.3 7.5 8.4 5.7 5.8 10.6| 34
3.2 4.3 2.5 2.8 3.2 3.1 3.2 3.1 3.4 2.7 3.4} 35
5.0 5.3 4.0 6.0 5.9 5.2 4.2 5.3 2.3 3.1 7.1 36
20.3 21.2 21.8 22.6 21.1 21.2 19.3 22.0 13.7 14.9 23.0} 37
26.7 17.5 27.5 23.8 24.1 26.7 28.9 25.2 38.3 33.3 19.7| 38
22.0 20.3 20.3 21.7 22.0 21.3 22.6 21.8 27.0 25.4 20.8| 39
1.8 3.4 2.2 1.6 1.4 2.1 1.8 1.7 2.3 2.4 1.3 40
- - - - - - - - - - -l a
17,625 10,478 1,513 1,460 6,496 2,245 7,077 7,148 801 944 3,211{ 42
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0] 43
10.5 25.1 21.0 16.2 9.0 10.8 9.4 12.8 5.1 8.9 8.4 44
11.1 15.7 16.7 15.3 10.1 12.0 10.8 12.6 9.5 6.7 10.1} 45
33.4 32.1 37.8 37.0 32.3 34.3 35.0 34.1 35.2 32.3 30.6{ 46
449 27.1 24.5 31.5 48.6 42.9 44.8 40.6 50.2 52.2 50.9| 47
78.3 59.2 62.4 68.5 80.9 77.2 79.8 74.6 85.5 84.5 8L.5| 48
22,722 11,423 2,152 2,122 8,570 3,132 8,646 10,156 900 973 4,240 49
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0] 50
9.2 23.0 19.1 16.0 6.8 9.0 7.7 10.7 5.4 6.2 7.6} 51
12.6 18.4 19.6 16.0 11.4 14.4 11.8 13.8 10.8 9.8 11.3| 52
43.8 38.0 43.4 42.2 41.9 41.9 46.6 44 .9 49.4 4.2 41.8]| 53
34.4 20.6 17.9 25.8 40.0 34.7 33.9 30.6 34.3 39.9 39-2 54
78.2 58.6 61.3 68.0 81.8 76.6 80.5 75.5 83.8 84.0 81.01 55




Table 3. ‘Selected Social and Economic Characteristics

(Numbers in thousands. Civi-

A Total Selected single ancestry groups
(-]
P-4
o | Selected characteristics
|
A '
Number | Percent | English| French| German Irish| Italian| Polish | Scottish| Spanish| Other
LITERACY IN ANY LANGUAGE
1 Total, 14 years old and over.. | 170,398 100.0 | 10,177 2,649 | 14,943 8,660 5,520 3,225 1,493 6,738 27,325
2 Can read and write........... eesnsso | 163,629 96.0 | 10,160 2,622 | 14,929 8,625 5,478 3,208 1,493 6,547 27,084
3 Cannot read and write..... cerearaas . 981 0.6 17 28 14 36 41 17 o= 191 241
4 Percent of those reporting....... . 0.60 x) 0.17 1.04 0.09 0.41 0.75 0.54 - 2.84 0.88
5 Not reported....ccvcveeecsnsveannens 5,788 3.4 - - - - - - - - -
EMPLOYMENT STATUS
6 Both sexes, 16 years old and
over..... e sevsneaass | 162,589 100.0 9,911 2,576 | 14,600 8,431 5,411 3,167 1,472 6,356 | 26,311
7 Civilian labor force....... sesvene.. | 103,997 64.0 6,166 1,665 9,642 5,164 3,363 1,944 961 4,067 | 16,300
8 Employed...... eerreeiies ceriteaes 98,099 60.3 5,947 1,572 9,347 4,908 3,204 1,840 941 3,699 ] 15,112
9 Unemployed........... ceeeranens e 5,898 3.6 219 93 296 256 159 104 21 368 1,189
10 Percent of civilian labor force.’ 5.7 (x) 3.6 5.6 3.1 5.0 4.7 5.4 2.1 9.0 7.3
11 | Not in labor force........ceeeu.. ..o | 58,592 36.0 3,745 911 4,958 3,267 2,048 1,223 -510 2,289 | 10,011
12 Males, 16 years old and over.... | 76,959 100.0 4,807 1,229 7,419 3,879 2,672 1,499 865 3,062 | 12,465
13 | Civilian labor force........... eeees | 59,354 77.1 3,650 . 966 5,917 2,921 2,031 1,124 682 2,478 9,168
14 cevees | 56,389 73.3 3,540 915 5,766 2,795 1,957 1,066 667 2,290 8,602
15 Unemployed..oooovvenssen ees 2,965 3.9 110 51 151 127 74 58 15 188 566
16 Percent of civilian labor force. 5.0 (X) 3.0 5.2 2.5 4.3 3.7 5.2 2.1 7.6 6.2
17 | Not in labor force......... [N 17,605 22.9 1,157 263 1,503 958 641 375 183 56 3,297
18 Females, 16 years old and over.. 85,631 100.0 5,104 1,347 7,181 4,552 2,739 1,668 607 3,314 | 13,847
19 | Civilian labor force....... [ 44,643 52.1 2,516 699 3,726 2,243 1,332 820 279 1,589 7,133
20 Employed......coeu. . 41,710 48.7 2,407 657 3,581 2,114 1,247 774 273 1,409 6,510
21 Unemployed......... teteeanes [ 2,933 3.4 109 43 145 129 85 46 (] 180 623
22 Percent of civilian labor force. 6.6 (x) 4.3 6.1 3.9 5.8 6.4 5.6 2.1 11.3 8.7
23 | Not in labor force........... ceeeeas | 40,988 47.9 2,588 648 3,455 2,309 1,408 848 327 1,725 6,714
OWN CHILDREN UNDER 14 YEARS
24 Total families“.............. .| 59,001 (X) 4,039 1,080 6,196 3,174 2,134 1,205 736 2,453 | 10,226
25 Percent....... eveaeaas [ x) 100.0 100.0| 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
26 | No own children under 14 years......| 34,559 58.6 65.5 57.9 60.2 61.7 64.8 65.9 65.1 39.2 56.5
27 | Some own children under 14 years.... | 24,442 41.4 34.5 42.1 39.8 38.3 35.2 34.1 34.9 60.8 43.5
28 One child..........0... seveesees | 11,272 19.1 16.4 20.9 17.5 17.5 17.4 16.5 18.8 23.2 20.5
29 Two children..... [ Cheeienea 8,701 4.7 12.7 15.0 15.7 14.8 11.4 12.4 13.0 20.5 14.6
30 Three children or more.......... 4,470 7.6 5.4 6.2 6.6 6.0 6.4 5.2 3.1 17.2 8.4
31 Some under 6 years...... feeeeeen . 12,829 21.7 17.4 22.0 21.6 18.4 17.1 16.4 14.9 38.9 23.1
32 Some 6 to 13 years......oevevuennn 17,043 28.9 24.5 28.1 27.7 27.3 25.8 24.1 24.9 39.4 ¢ 30.1
FAMILY INCOME
33 Total families®.............. .| 59,001 (x) 4,039 1,080 6,196 3,174 2,134 1,205 736 2,453 | 10,226
34 Families reporting income....... | 53,714 (x) 3,715 1,007 5,672 2,956 1,902 1,065 677 2,276 9,358
35 Percent..... PPN ceeean (X) 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
36 | Under $5,000..... eeeerrenn [ . 5,135 9.6 6.9 8.6 5.2 7.7 4.9 6.4 5.2 18.8 14.3
37 | $5,000 to $9,999......... erererenan 9,378 17.5 16.8 17.7 14.6 17.3 17.0 12.9 14.2 27.5 20.3
38 | $10,000 to $14,999......000.u... ee.o | 10,634 19.8 19.4 21.0 19.7 20.2 18.6 22.0 16.4 22.8 19.6
39 | $15,000 to $19,999......... [ . 8,583 16.0 15.2 17.5 18.0 17.0 19.5 18.4 14.0 12.8 14.7
40 | $20,000 to $24,999..... eernerrees .. 8,111 15.1 15.5 17.7 18.6 16.3 16.9 15.9 16.0 9.0 12.5
41 | $25,000 and over....... severeevasaas | 11,873 22.1 26.2 17.5 23.9 21.5 23.0 24.5 34.1 8.9 18.7
42 | Median family income............ veon | $15,764 (x) | $16,891 | $15,571 | $17,531 | $16,092 | $16,993 | $16,977 | $20,018| $10,607 | $13,755

- Represents zero or rounds to zero.
(X) Not applicable.

lpersons reporting multiple ancestry groups may be included in more than one category. Total represents all persons reporting multiple
ancestry groups, rather than the sum of ancestry groups reported.

2Includes nonr p s Tresp indicating religious groups, and unclassifiable responses.

3Persons reporting multiple ancestry groups may be included in more than one category.

4“Families are classified by the ancestry group of the householder.
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Multiple Ancestry Indian Dutch English French German Irish Italian Polish Scottish -

ancestry not and other | and other and other| and other and other and other| and other| and other| and other| ©

groups! | specified? group(s) group(s) group(s) group(s) group(s) group(s) group(s) group(s) group(s)
59,535 30,133 5,501 5,094 21,354 7,961 24,174 25,030 3,394 3,219 9,988 1
59,456 24,027 5,479 5,086 21,343 7,955 24,153 24,993 3,389 3,213 9,975 2
79 317 22 8 11 6 22 37 5 7 13 3
0.13 1.30 0.39 0.16 0.05 0.08 0.09 0.15 0.15 0.21 0.13 4
- 5,788 - - - - - - - - - 5
55,669 28,684 5,135 4,774 20,046 7,401 22,467 23,499 3,079 2,942 9,524 6
36,733 17,991 3,438 2,975 12,848 4,834 15,295 14,970 2,261 2,170 5,785 7
34,625 16,907 3,135 2,770 12,184 4,534 14,465 14,073 2,100 2,060 5,505 8
2,108 1,084 303 204 664 300 829 897 161 110 281 9
5.7 6.0 8.8 6.9 5.2 6.2 5.4 6.0 7.1 5.1 4.9 10
18,936 10,693 1,697 1,799 7,198 2,567 7,172 8,529 8l 77 3,738 | 11
25,183 13,898 2,220 2,059 9,012 3,185 10,487 10,107 1,452 1,458 4,247 12
19,821 10,596 1,752 1,564 6,978 2,546 8,425 7,733 1,204 1,222 3,133 | 13
18,794 9,997 1,617 1,463 6,640 2,415 8,021 7,322 1,122 1,168 2,986 | 14
1,027 598 135 101 339 130 403 412 82 54 148 | 15
5.2 5.6 7-7 6.5 4.9 5.1 4.8 5.3 6.8 4.4 4.71 16
5,362 3,303 467 49 2,033 639 2,062 2,374 249 236 1,114 | 17
30,486 14,785 2,915 2,715 11,035 4,216 11,980 13,392 1,627 1,485 5,276 | 18
16,912 7,395 1,686 1,410 5,870 2,288 6,870 7,237 1,057 947 2,652 ] 19
15,830 6,909 1,518 1,307 5,544 2,118 6,444 6,752 978 891 2,519 20
1,081 486 168 103 326 170 426 485 79 56 133 | 21
6.4 6.6 10.0 7.3 5.5 7.4 6.2 6.7 7.5 5.9 5.0 22
13,574 7,390 1,299 1,304 5,165 1,928 5,110 6,155 570 537 2,624 | 23
17,309 10,449 1,706 1,457 6,344 2,244 6,889 7,112 733 897 3,086 | 24
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0| 25
58.7 57.9 50.8 63.8 63.3 56.6 56.9 60.5 42.6 44.0 68.0} 26
41.3 42.1 49.2 36.2 36.7 43.4 43.1 39.5 57.4 56.0 32.0| 27
19.0 19.9 22.9 16.0 16.8 20.9 19.5 19.0 27.1 24.2 15.9 28
15.1 14.2 16.2 12.8 4.1 13.9 16.3 13.7 21.6 20.5 10.6] 29
7.2 8.1 10.1 7.3 5.8 8.5 7.3 6.8 8.7 11.3 5.5] 30
21.1 22.3 26.6 18.2 17.1 21.8 22.3 20,1 31.1 30.8 14.0| 31
28.8 29.7 34.0 25.8 26.9 30.8 29.9 27.1 38.6 38.5 23.7 | 32
7,309 10,449 1,706 1,457 6,344 . 2,244 6,889 7,112 733 897 3,086 ( 33
6,085 9,003 1,578 1,364 5,908 2,075 6,395 6,593 676 827 2,854

100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0} 35
6.4 14.1 13.1 8.8 5.3 7.2 5.3 7.2 7.8 4.6 5.6| 36
14.7 19.8 20.8 19.1 14.5 15.5 13.8 16.2 12.9 10.0 14.2| 37
18.5 21.8 21.5 18.6 17.9 19.6 18.5 19.4 16.0 17.4 17.3}1 38
16.3 15.2 16.9 15.5 15.6 15.9 16.9 16.3 20.6 18.0 4.9} 39
16.7 13.0 15.0 16.4 16.0 16.0 17.0 16.2 16.6 20.1 17.11 40
27.3 16.1 12.8 21.6 30.7 25.8 28.6 24.7 26.0 29.9 30.9| 41
$17,810 $13,454 $13,641 $15,868 $18,680 $17,048 $18,375 $16,860 $17,833 $19,968 $19,148 | 42
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Table 4. Mother Tongue of Persons 14 Years Old and Over, by Age: November 1979

«(Numbers in thousends. Civilian noninstitutional population)

Total, Percent by age (years)

Mother' tongue 14 years
and over Total |+ 14 to 17 18 to 24 25 to 44 45 to 64 65 to 74| 75 and over
Totale:vevorerinnononecarenanns -170,398 100.0 9.4 16.4 34.9 25.5 8.8 5.0
English only....ceovveeenvnneronnnnns 131,864 100.0 10.5 17.9 35.5 23.9 7.9 4.3
Chinese......oonuses cerereenas 514 100.0 6.4 16.9 42.4 24.1 7.4 3.1
Czechoslovakian....... .o 511 100.0 0.8 4.1 21.9 40.5 18.0 14.5
Frenche.o.eecevennvnsnnnaas .. 2,417 100.0 4.5 9.7 36.0 32.7 10.9 6.2
GEXTAN. « v v evvrernnrsensrrtiocennnnsns 5,138 100.0 2.2 6.0 25.3 37.1 16.3 13.2
[ Y 475 100.0 4.8 9.3 41.7 35.8 5.1 3.6
Italdan..veonrerrrnrensrnvasorennenns 4,100 100.0 2.4 7.3 30.0 38.4 14.8 7.2
JaPANeSE. ettt ettt reeraarraae 449 100.0 4.7 13.8 31.8 37.2 8.2 4.5
NOTWegLan. . uvivierereeennrnneronnnas, 590 100.0 - 2.9 23.7 41.5 18.8 13.1
Philippine languagesS.......occvuvass. 442 100.0 7.5 9.7 45.2 23.5 6.8 7.0
oL B T 2,452 100.0 1.5 5.1 29.1 41.2 16.7 6.3
POXtUZUESE. e v evernrrrrrrrrvonrannanss 409 . 100.0 7.1 13.7 40.6 29.8 4.4 4.4
Spanish...covieiiniennriiiinereneanns 7,652 100.0 10.9 20.6 43.0 18.9 4.1 2.6
Swedish. . v.cvntirerennrirnririnrnanss 550 100.0 0.9 2.0 19.6 32.9 25.3 19.3
Yiddishe.eoveineneininnonncnnnnnnnnns 1,180 100.0 0.4 3.6 26.1 29.6 25.8 14.7
Other....cooviernneeernnsnnnnnnnnnnas 5,569 100.0 3.7 10.3 31l.6 33.5 12.9 8.0
Not reported................ Ceeeeneas 6,084 © 100.0 9.3 15.2 30.9 27.8 10.6 6.3

- Represents zero or rounds to zero.

Table 5. Persons 5 Years Old and Over Speaking Various Languages at Home, by Age: November 1979

‘(Numbers in thousands. Civilian noninstitutional population)

Persons 5
Language spoken at home years old Total, 5 to 13 14 to 17 18 to 24 25 to 44 45 to 64 65 to 74 75 years
and over percent years years years years years years and over
Total. oieeennrnnsnnnnnnnas 200,812 [6.9) 30,414 15,955 27,988 59,385 43,498 15,053 8,519
Percent....ooveueennruan. xX) 100.0 15.1 7.9 13.9 29.6 21.7 7.5 4.2
Speaking English only............ 176,319 100.0 15.4 8.0 14.1 29.5 21.5 7.4 4.0
Speaking other language.......... 17,985 100.0 14.4 6.9 12.6 30.8 21.8 7.5 6.0
Chinese..eevranuverenneaannnnas 514 100.0 12.5 5.8 15.8 34.8 21.2 6.8 3.1
987 100.0 8.1 5.5 10.2 29.9 30.4 9.9 6.0
1,261 100.0 5.4 7.1 10.8 24.3 27.4 12.8 12.2
. 365 100.0 16.7 4.9 10.4 38.1 21.9 4.4 3.6
Italian...ovienenniinrnnaennna, 1,354 100.0 7.5 4.9 8.1 19.3 31.5 15.1 13.7
JAPANeSE .t ot e tartersatianaanas 265 100.0 7.9 6.8 7.9 27.2 36.6 9.4 3.8
Korean...:ceoeevvensoneevnnanns 191 100.0 16.2 5.8 17.8 35.6 19.9 3.7 1.0
Philippine languages........... 419 100.0 10.7 5.3 8.6 40.8 20.3 7.2 6.9
Polish..voeeieerenionnnenninnas 731 100.0 2.7 1.4 3.7 13.8 45.7 21.6 10.9
POrtuguese. ...ooeenenen.. 245 100.0 15.9 8.6 12.2 33.9 22.0 3.7 3.3
Spanish....... . 8,768 100.0 20.2 8.8 15.4 34.6 15.8 3.1 2.2
Yiddish..oeviiiriiiieninaines.. 234 100.0 8.5 0.4 3.0 15.8 20.9 29.1 21.8
Other.....cvvieiiieeeiininennans 2,651 100.0 10.0 4.9 10.8 30.3 23.3 10.1 10.6
Not reported.......c..coevvunun.. 6,508 100.0 11.1 8.4 13.5 26.9 25.1 9.5 5.6

(X) Not applicable.

Table 6. Persons 5 Years Old and Over Speaking Languages Other Than English at Home, by Age: November 1979

(Numbers in thousands. Civilian noninstitutional population)

»
Persons 5
Language spoken at home years old 5 to 13 14 to 17 18 to 24 25 to 44 45 to 64 65 to 74 75 years
and over years years years years years years and over
Total speaking languages other

than English..... TR 17,985 2,585 1,241 2,258 5,548 3,918 1,355 1,080
Percent.....coviveiuivennnnnnn. 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Chinese.......... eetueseereneaans 2.9 2.5 2.4 3.6 3.2 2.8 2.6 1.5
French........... [ RN 5.5 3.1 4.4 4.5 5.3 7.7 7.2 5.5
GeXMAN. .ttt tttvtrrerennsonnarrrnnanss 7.0 2.6 7.3 6.0 5.5 8.8 12.0 14.3
GreeK. . voveiiiennennissionneaennnnanns 2.0 2.4 1.5 1.7 2.5 2.0 1.2 1.2
Italian..ieseeerennenonnannsn, 7.5 3.9 5.4 4.8 4.7 10.9 15.1 17.1
Japanese..... Ceeseraans 1.5 0.8 1.5 0.9 1.3 2.5 1.8 0.9
Korean.....evvevuvennsans 1.1 1.2 0.9 1.5 1.2 1.0 0.5 0.2
Philippine languages................. 2.3 1.7 1.8 1.6 3.1 2.2 2.2 2.7
Polish..cioriieniiiiiensnennnnnnnnnns 4.1 0.8 0.8 ]. 1.2 1.8 8.5 11.7 7.4
POrtUZUESE. v o vt evenrnnenernnnnnesnn 1.4 1.5 1.7 1.3 1.5 1.4 0.7 0.7
L ) 48.8 68.5 61.9 59.8 54.6 35.3 20.2 17.9
Yiddish.......c00uuns 1.3 0.8 0.1 0.3 0.7 1.3 5.0 4.7
Other languages........... 14.7 10.2 10.5 12.7 14.5 15.8 19.7 25.9
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Table 7. English Ability of Persons 5 Years Old and Over Who Speak a Language Other Than English at Home,
by Language: November 1979 . .

(Numbers in thousands. Civilian noninstitutional population)

Language spoken at home
Age and ability to speak English
Total Percent Chinese French German Greek Italian Japanese
Persons 5 years old and over.......cseeoceoneas 17,985 100.0 514 987 1,261 365 1,354 265
Ability to speak English:
Very well........ Ceseieeaseaee, Chbresaseaens AN 10,470 58.2 262 754 1,014 222 887 139
Well..veoeonne Ceeieaaeeeen Ceeebeeerniaas N 3,639 20.2 107 178 | 198 59 248 64
Not well..oeveoioaoananenes P edeaeaes . 2,739 15.2 104 45 44 72 173 55
Not at all........ ersceraraeiaans et rcesseasensas .. 1,137 6.3 40 10 5 12 45 7
PERCENT
Persons 5 years old and over........ Creerasaaes 100.0 (X) 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Ability to speak English:
Very well....... eetierresaee e [ 58.2 (x) 51.0 176.4 80.4 60.8 65.5 52.5
Well......... [ D T 20.2 [6:9) 20.8 18.0 15.7 16.2 18.3 24.2
NOL WLl enveooeoocuoaconasosscsonsosacsoososasnnns 15.2 (x) 20.2 4.6 3.5 19.7 12.8 20.8
Not at 811....evennvoensonnannes teteiesearasrenesen 6.3 x) 7.8 1.0 0.4 3.3 3.3 2.6
Persons 5 to 13 years old....cocevvccosncosonsnns 2,585 100.0 64 80 68 ~ 61 101 21
Ability to speak English:
Very welle..oveseeuooonsaasaneas Ceiareserareerenen . 1,630 63.1 46 63 62 53 93 14
Well..voveonnonres tetesessettratsnctiarbseoenanran . 572 22.1 44 11 17 5 8 9 6
NOt WEll.oouuuorovnososnssnnnsasonsonanns AN 292 11.3 |, 8 - 1 - - -
Not at all......... Cesesacecsssennssestsssestereans 90 3.5 - - - - - -
Persons 14 to 17 years old...... Ceteressssseieans 1,241 100.0 30 54 90 18 67 18
Ability to speak English: "
947 76.3 19 53 90 18 52 16
211 17.0 9 1 - - 13 1
Not well...vvivvenencncnenns . . 70 5.6 2 - - - 1 1
Not At Bll..eeveenecevrnocncoroonnonncssasssnssosss 15 1.2 - - - - .- -
Persons 18 to 24 years old.............. ereeeeen 2,258 100.0 8l 101 136 38 109 21
Ability to speak English:
Very well.....coovevn e 1,419 62.8 60 81 124 29 93 13
Welleovvioeronoanannen erasaesesene 391 17.3 8 16 10 4 11 1
Not well.ieevuievaeranaans 276 12.2 11 4 2 5 5 7
Not 8t 8l1le.ccvccvnnccconsannnons . 172 7.6 3 - - - - -
Persons 25 to 64 years Old...cooevcrconnnasorosen 9,464 100.0 288 595 651 219 687 170
Ability to speak English:
Very well..veoesreoesessonnaasaanns Cereeesraanenas . 5,283 55.8 127 454 542 115 453 89
Well.ovuvoononanans et sereaesrrstasareerresrnoranas 1,935 20.4 75 113 90 42 118 46
Not well........ everesnetenanne teeecsereranaetrans 1,626 17.2 62 24 18 55 85 32
NOt Bt Bll..eucosesuovonnsnsvosesoeosossacaraasonns 621 6.6 24 3 2 . 6 31 3
Persons 65 years and OVer.......ceecteessrcsrecns 2,434 100.0 51 157 316 29 390 36
Ability to speak English:
VOry Well..ouseeeeoensoaeronessssonanasssacacassnns 1,192 49.0 10 102 196 7 197 7
Wellevoeososoarseecenesosannannen teeteereccenseaces 530 21.8 3 31 94 6 97 10
Not Well....iooeeensoononsossossonssnsnssensoncnsss 475 19.5 22 17 23 11 82 15
Not 8t BLll.cencanvereosoacsanrransonaasssassrnsasass 238 9.8 14 7 3 6 14 4
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Table 7. English Ability of Persons 5 Years Old and Over Who Speak a Language Other Than English at Home,
by Language: November 1979—Continued

(Number in thousands. Civilian noninstitutional population)

Language spoken at home

Age and ability to speak English Philippine

Korean languages Polish Portuguese Spanish Yiddish Other

Persons 5 years old and OVer....vevevecnennrsns 191 419 731 245 8,768 234 2,651
Ability to speak English:
Very Well..uuoeieeeesuennieseosasnsonoseonnnnnonens 58 191 513 138 4,446 180 1,667
) B S 48 169 97 37 1,845 30 556
NOt WEll. . ooororiouoseononusassaveannoosennnnnnnnan 66 54 86 56 1,640 21 324
Not at 81l vueniernierrnnuiennnnssososoeconnnnones 20 5 35 15 836 2 105

PERCENT

Persons 5 years old and OvVer.......eoeeevesveses 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Ability to speak English:
Very Well..oouionenenrunrenorsnrancoonnoaonoenecsnas 30.4 45.6 70.2
| N teretsessenn 25.1 40.3 13.3
NOot Well.oououoiiunonneoninssossanaooneoernnnnnenns 34.6 12.9 11.8
Not at 8dk....oiunenirennonnnnnsoonrononnennnrnsnnns 10.5 1.2 4.8

50.7 76
21.0 12
18.7 9
9.5 0

N
LY RER:N
-0 W

Persons 5 to 13 years old...ouveeeennrennennannas 31 45 20 39 1,770 20 264
Ability to speak English:
Very well...uivouerreoronesonoansssneencennsnnnsaas

oW
w
-~
N

32 16 33 1,033 6 161
11 - [ 441 9

227 3 37
- - - 69 2

Persons 14 to 17 years old....ocvveenceencnncsnas 1 768 1 130
Ability to speak English:
Very Well...oseetveesosoannsosoonsoosnescsannnoanos
L

Not Well..cooerennroneruonsnsnncanoonnns
Not at 8l1.....vveeneronrnnnsnnnneennnns

-
»N
N
[
(=]
N
-

21 566
- la4
- 46
- 12

P aww
o

18-~

11 =
w
=

Persons 18 to 24 years old.....coeveereneneecnnas 34 36 27 30 1,351 7 286
Ability to speak English:

Very Well.ooouiiisneeoooeessosessssanarsonnsrsnanens 13 22 17 15 787 7 158
Well..vvuwiseonnanas T 10 9 - 3 239 - 79
Not well........s... Heheeenseneessraretenseens 11 5 3 10 166 - 46
Not at Bll.i.covecionnrrenansarstsnoesncesensoncoes - - 7 1 158 - 3

Persons 25 t0 64 yO8LB OLdes.evuureeerernrensenns 107 256 435 137 4,413 86 1,423
Ability to speek English:
VOry Well..oororiienoeeoennssssasasssroneoasonnros 25 116 331 62 1,968 71 930
L 33 109 51 26 928 296
Not well...vveviosnnns Ceeeeereiae i ibanes 39 30 36 39 1,058 140
Not At 8ll..sccviorcnonsosfianersoarsssoncsessnnnnns 11 1 17 10 459 - 56

0~

Persons 65 years and OVEr.......cceeeevroveresnnnos 8 59 239 18 467 119 548
Ability to speak English:
Very well...uoeeeorasvroedosnoossessssoscscosennnns
Well.....................f................
Not well.. D I I S
Not At Bll..uieiiannienenhorsrroesooncasrnnnnocnns

5 142
34 44

- 92 96 331
2 17 41
7

93 13 100
142 9 90
139 - 26

- Represents zero or rounds to zero.
(X) Not applicable.
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Table 8. Literacy of Persons 14 Years Old and Over, by Age, Race, N,at‘ivity, and Parentage: November 1979

(Numbers in thousands. Civilian noninstitutional population)

Race Nativity
Foreign birth or parentage

Age and literacy Native of

Native of foreign
native or mixed Foreign
Totall White Black Total? parentage Total | parentage born
All persons l4 years and P 170,398 148,969 18,337 170,398 133,516 30,858 19,999 10,859
Reported 11teracy...cccuvevrerenserocnonsroonsencannons 164,610 143,872 17,798 164,610 133,516 30,858 19,999 10,859
Percent reported able to read and write............ 99.40 99.56 98.40 99.40 99.49 99.06 99.54 98.17
Percent reported unable to read and write.......... 0.60 0.44 1.60 0.60: 0.51 0.94 0.46 1.83
Literacy not reported.....ccceeeeieerennererorsernens 5,788 5,097 539 5,788 - - - -
Persons 14 t0 24 yearS...cevevvecercrocrnsacorses 43,943 37,244 5,825 43,943 38,297 4,172 2,519 1,653
Reported literacy....... Ceereerseaenas eresrarirsees 42,520 36,065 5,628 42,520 38,297 4,172 2,519 1,653
Percent reported able to read and write...... P 99.81 99.82 99.77 99.81 99.86 99.30 99.84 98.50
Percent reported unable to read and write.......... 0.19 0.18 0.23 0.19 0.14 0.70 0.16 1.50
Literacy Not reported....ceecrrccocrrncococnsonassnss 1,423 1,179 197 1,423 - - - -
Persons 25 to 44 'years............. ceerees erenes 59,385 51,703 6,411 59,385 49,370 8,200 4,163 4,037
Reported Literacy....ceveeeescococsssocrvoonsooncsnns 57,633 50,215 6,205 57,633 49,370 8,200 4,163 4,037
Percent reported able to read and write............ 99.68 99.73 99.47 99.68 99.73 99.40 99.57 99.23
Percent reported unable to read and write.......... 0.32 0+2% 0.53 0.32 0.27 0.60 0.43 0.77
Literacy not reported.....c.coveveverccrvoacaosaosroane 1,752 1,488 206 1,752 - - - -
Persons 45 to 64 YEarS....ccceiseeeersancrasraces 43,498 38,726 4,109 43,498 31,158 10,661 8,067 2,594
Reported literacy......... vocersoranes 41,867 37,243 3,997 41,867 31,158 10,661 8,067 2,594
Percent reported able to read and write............ 99.22 99.45 97.38 99.22 99.20 99.32 99.57 98.58
Percent reported unable to read and write.......... 0.78 0.55 2.62 0.78 0.80 0.68 0.43 1.42
Literacy not reported......cecessveecscscaraanans Peea 1,631 1,483 112 1,631 - - - -
Persons 65 years and over............e.. [ 23,572 21,296 1,992 23,572 14,691 7,825 5,250 2,575
Reported 11teracy..cceeeeerecccsosccesnesscsanconcsans 22,589 20,349 1,968 22,589 14,691 7,825 5,250 2,575
Percent reported able to read and write........oe.. 98.27 98.89 93.17 98.27 98.32 98.24 99.39 95.88
Percent reported unable to read and write.......... 1.73 1.11 6.83 1.73 1.68 1.76 0.61 4.12
Literacy Not reported....cvceeerevssncsescossrosrosne 983 947 24 983 - - - -

= Represents zero or rounds to zero.

‘;ncludes other races, not shown separately.
2includes persons not reporting nativity, not shown separately.
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Appendix A.

Definitions and Explanations

Ancestry. The ancestry question in the November 1979 CPS
was open-ended and worded ““What is . . .’s ancestry?”’; that
is, no prelisted responses were provided. Persons were asked
to report their ancestry (ethnic origin) based on self-
identification. Ancestry refers to the nationality group,
lineage, descent, or the country in which the person or
person’s parents or ancestors were born. Thus, persons re-
ported their ancestry group regardless of the number of
generations removed from their country of origin. Responses
to the ancestry question reflect ethnic group(s) with which
persons identified but did not necessarily indicate the degree
of attachment or association the person had with the particu-
lar ethnic group(s).

Since ancestry was reported separately from race, a person
indicating a particular ancestry could be of any race. The
ancestry item, which was identical to that used in the 1980
census, was different from measures of ethnicity, such as
country of birth and mother tongue, used by the Bureau in
earlier censuses.

All responses to the ancestry question were manually
coded with a coding procedure that allowed all single- and
double-ancestry groups and 17 selected triple-origin groups
to be identified. The following list of 17 unique triple-
ancestry categories were selected because they were reported
frequently in previous Census Bureau surveys.

American Indian-English-French
American Indian-English-German
American Indian-English-Irish
American Indian-German-Irish
Dutch-French-Irish
Dutch-German-Irish
Dutch-Irish-Scotch (or Scottish)
English-French-German
English-French-Irish
English-German-Irish
English-German-Swedish
English-Irish-Scotch (or Scottish)
English-Scotch {or Scottish)-Welsh
French-German-Irish
German-Irish-ltalian
German-Irish-Scotch {or Scottish)
German-Irish-Swedish

These combinations of ancestries were coded regardless
of the order in which they were reported. Only the first
and second origins were coded for all other responses con-
sisting of three or more origins.

Persons reporting multiple ancestries may be included in
more than one category in the tables. For example, a person
reporting “‘English-Irish’* was counted in both of these cate-
gories: “English and other group(s)” and “Irish and other
group(s).” Persons reporting one of the unique triple-origin
ancestries were tabulated in each of the three ancestry cate-
gories. The number of persons indicating two or more
ancestries are shown in the ’“Multiple ancestry’’ category of
the tables. A small number of persons reporting two Spanish
ancestries, e.g., Puerto Rican and Mexican, are counted
twice in the “Total” and “Multiple ancestry”’ columns for
Spanish in table 1.

The Russian category shown in this report is not com-
parable to previous Current Population Surveys that col-
lected data on ethnicity; in prior surveys, the Russian cate-
gory included persons who reported Ukrainian as their
origin, whereas, in this report, the Russian category ex-
cludes persons reporting Ukrainian as their origin.

Limited information on the categories American indian,
Afro-American, and American is provided in this report.
However, further analysis is required for an adequate inter-
pretation of the data relating to these groups. The large num-
ber of persons (10 million) reporting American Indian
ancestry in the November 1979 CPS may reflect, in part,
differences between the concepts of race and ancestry. First,
the CPS ancestry figure of 10 million includes about 8
million persons who reported American Indian ancestry with
other ancestry groups; most of these 8 million persons re-
ported their race as White in the CPS. The number (2 million)
who reported American Indian ancestry alone in the 1979
CPS exceeded the 1.4 million who reported racially as
American Indian in the 1980 census.

Also, the difference between the count of the Afro-
American and African ancestry group (15 million) from the
November 1979 CPS and the March 1980 CPS count of
Blacks (25 million) from the race item was greater than ex-
pected. On the basis of other Census Bureau experiences, one
may reasonably suspect that the nonresponse rate for the
ancestry item was relatively high for persons who identified
as Black in the race item.

About 14 million persons provided a response of
“American.” |If persons gave an initial response of
“American” to the ancestry question, interviewers were
instructed to explain that ancestry refers to the specific
nationality of the person or his or her ancestors prior to their
arrival in the United States. However, if the respondent still
reported “American,” then that response was accepted.




Mother tongue. An individual’s mother tongue is the language
spoken at home when the person was a child. An individual
can have a non-English mother tongue without ever having
been able to speak that language. The mother tongue ques-
tion, “Was a language other than English spoken in . . .’s
home when . . . was a child?,” was only asked and tabulated
for persons aged 14 years old and over. It is almost identical
to the mother tongue question included in the 1970 census
in a sample of 15 percent of households. Future reports on
language from the November 1979 Current Population
Survey will include tabulations showing persons under 14
years old by language currently spoken in their homes.

Current language. The household respondent was asked
whether each person 5 years old or over currently spoke a
language other than English at home. Persons able to speak
a language other than English who did not do so at home
were reported as speaking English only.

Ability to speak English. For each person 5 years old or over
reported as speaking a language other than English at home,
respondents were asked “‘Does . . . speak English—very well,
well, not well, or not at all?”” This and the current language
guestion are identical to questions asked in the 1980 census.

Literacy. For every person aged 14 years and over who did
not attend the sixth or a higher grade and who spoke at least
some English, respondents were asked ““Does . .. read and
write English—easily, with difficulty, or not at all?”’ The
three possible responses provided in this question distinguish
it from literacy questions in previous censuses and surveys.
For persons aged 14 or older reported as speaking a language
other than English at home, respondents were asked:
“Can . . . read and write that language?”’ In this report,
_ only persons unable to read and write English at all or unable
to read and write a language other than English which they
also spoke at home were reported as unable to read and
write. Persons who could not speak English at all were
presumed to be unable to read and write English. All
persons who attended the sixth or a higher grade were
included among those tabulated as able to read and write.

Income. Family income in this survey tends to be lower than
from other surveys since income is taken directly from data
collected and tabulated within intervals. In surveys attempt-
ing to ascertain optimal estimates of total income, the indi-
vidual responses to detailed sources of income questions for
each family member are summed to obtain total income;
then, total family income is derived by aggregating the total
income of all family members.

Allocation of nonresponse for ethnic and language items in
the supplement. Nonresponses to ancestry and mother
tongue were not allocated during computer editing. Non-

responses to other ethnic and language items in the supple-
ment were allocated based on information reported in related
items. However, in cases where all the ethnic and language
items were blank, none of the items in the supplement was
allocated.

COMPARABILITY WITH OTHER DATA
1980 Census

The estimates from the November 1979 CPS may not
agree with data from the 1980 Census of Population and
Housing. The CPS estimates are based on population con-
trols from the 1970 census which have been updated for
changes in the population since that time. Also, the survey
excludes inmates of institutions and all members of the
Armed Forces.

The CPS and the 1980 census used different procedures
for collecting and processing the data. For example, the in-
formation in the CPS was obtained through personal inter-
views. However, the 1980 census was conducted primarily
through self-enumeration; questionnaires were mailed to
householders who were asked to fill in the required infor-
mation. Differences between census and CPS data for the
ethnic and language items were also affected by inconsistent
reporting by respondents and differences in computer
editing for unacceptable or missing data.

1969 Current Population Survey

The data on ethnicity and language from the November
1979 CPS differ in some respects from those published from
a similar supplement to the November 1969 CPS. Although
the statistics on nativity, parentage, and mother tongue are
comparable, the data for ancestry and current language are
not comparable. In 1969, respondents were. provided with a
list of ethnic origins, and were asked to report only one
ethnic origin. However, some respondents provided multiple-
origin responses, which were included in the “other” cate-
gory. Only single-origin responses were tabulated separately.
In 1979, no prelisted categories were provided for the
ancestry question; respondents could report single- or
multiple-ancestry groups. (See “’Ancestry’’ in this section for a
description of procedurés used to code and tabulate multiple-
ancestry responses.)

Also, there are differences in the information on current
language from the two surveys. In 1969, respondents were
asked what was the language usually spoken in the home—
responses could include English as well as any non-English
language. In 1979, each respondent was asked whether he
or she spoke alanguage other than English at home; responses
could include only non-English languages. Therefore, the
language usually spoken cannot be determined from the
collected data in 1979.
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Appendix B.
Source and Reliability
of the Estimates

SOURCE OF DATA

The estimates in this report are based on data obtained
in November 1979 from the Current Population Survey (CPS})
conducted by the Bureau of the Census.

The monthly CPS deals mainly with labor force data for
the civilian noninstitutional population. Questions relating to
labor force participation are asked about each member 14
years old and over in every sample household. In addition,
supplementary questions were asked in November 1979
about ethnicity and language. The items included ancestry,
country of birth of the individual and parents, citizenship,
year of immigration, mother tongue, current language
spoken in the home, and ability to speak English. Questions
on ability to read and write any language were also asked in
this supplement. The CPS sample at the time of this report
was initially selected from the 1970 census file and is updated
continuously to reflect new constructions where possible.
(See the section, “Nonsampling Variability.”) The CPS
sample in November 1979 was located in 614 areas com-
prising 1,113 counties, independent cities, and minor civil
divisions in the Nation. In this sample, approximately 56,500
occupied households were eligible for interview. Of this
number, about 2,500 occupied units were visited but inter-
views were not obtained because the occupants were not
found at home after repeated calls or were unavailable for
some other reason.

The estimation procedure used in this survey involved the
inflation of the weighted sample results to independent
estimates of the total civilian noninstitutional population of
the United States by age, race, and sex. These independent
estimates are based on statistics from decennial censuses;
statistics on births, deaths, immigration, and emigration; and
statistics on the strength of the Armed Forces.

RELIABILITY OF SAMPLE ESTIMATES

Estimates based on a sample may differ somewhat from
the figures that would have been obtained if a complete
census had been taken using the same questionnaires, instruc-
tions, and enumerators. There are two types of errors
possible in an estimate based on a sample survey: sampling
and nonsampling. The standard errors provided for the report
primarily indicate the magnitude of the sampling error.
They also partially measure the effect of some nonsampling
errors in response and enumeration, but do not measure any

systematic biases in the data. The full extent of nonsampling
error is unknown. Consequently, particular care should be
exercised in the interpretation of figures based on a relatively
small number of cases or on small differences between
estimates.

Nonsampling variability. Nonsampling errors can be attri-
buted to many sources, e.g., inability to obtain information
about all cases in the sample, definitional difficulties,»differ-
ences in the interpretation of questions, inability or unwill-
ingness on the part of the respondents to provide correct
information, inability to recall information, errors made in
collection such as in recording or coding the data, errors
made in processing the data, errors made in estimating values
for missing data, and failure to represent all units with the
sample (undercoverage).

Undercoverage in the CPS results from missed housing
units and missed persons within sample households. Overall
undercoverage, as compared with the level of the 1970
decennial census, is about 5 percent. It is known that CPS
undercoverage varies with age, sex, and race. Generally,
undercoverage is larger for males than for females and larger
for Blacks and other races than for Whites. Ratio estimation
to independent age-sex-race population controls, as described
previously, partially corrects for the bias due to survey under-
coverage. However, biases exist in the estimates to the extent
that missed persons in missed households or missed persons
in interviewed households have different characteristics
than interviewed persons in the same age-sex-race group.
Further, the independent population controls used have not
been adjusted for undercoverage in the 1970 census, which
was estimated at 2.5 percent of the population, with similar
undercoverage differentials by age, sex, and race as in CPS.

A coverage improvement sample was included in com-
puting CPS estimates beginning in 1978 in order to provide
coverage of mobile homes and new construction housing
units which previously had no chance for selection in the
sample. This sample is composed of approximately 450
sample housing units which represent 237,000 occupied
mobile homes and 600,000 new construction housing units.
These new construction units are composed of those units
where building permits were issued prior to January 1970
and construction was not completed by the time of the 1970
census (i.e., April 1970). The inclusion of this coverage
improvement sample in the CPS does not have a significant
effect on the estimates. The extent of other sources of
housing undercoverage is unknown but believed to be small.
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Sampling variability. The standard errors given in the fol-
lowing tables are primarily measures of sampling variability,
that is, of the variation that occurred by chance because a
sample rather than the entire population was surveyed. The
sample estimate and its estimated standard error enable one
to construct confidence intervais - ranges that woulid include
the average result of all possible samples with a known
probability. For example, if all possible samples were selected,
each of these were surveyed under essentially the same
general conditions and using the same sample design, and an
estimate and its estimated standard error were calculated
from each sample, then:

1. Approximately 68 percent of the intervals from one
standard error below the estimate to one standard error
above the estimate would include the average result of all
possible samples.

2. Approximately 90 percent of the intervals from 1.6
standard errors below the estimate to 1.6 standard errors
above the estimate would include the average result of all
possible samples. o

3. Approximately 95 percent of the intervals from two
standard errors below the estimate to two standard errors
above the estimate would include the average result of
all possible samples.

The average estimate derived from all possible samples
may or may not be contained in any particular computed
interval. However, for a particular sample, one can say with
a specified confidence that the average estimate derived from
all possible samples is included in the confidence interval.

Standard errors may also be used to perform hypothesis
testing, a procedure for distinguishing between -population
parameters using fsample estimates. The most common
types of hypotheses appearing in this report are 1) the popu-
lation parameters are identical or 2) they are different. An
example of this would be comparing the median age of
persons reporting single ancestry versus those reporting
multiple ancestry. Tests may be performed at various levels
of significance, where a level of significance is the probability
of concluding that the parameters are different when, in fact,
they are identical.

All statements of comparison in the text have passed a
hypothesis test at the 0.10 level of significance or better,
and most have passed a hypothesis test at the 0.05 level
of significance or better. This means that, for most dif-
ferences cited in the text, the estimated difference between
parameters is greater than twice the standard error of the
difference. For other differences mentioned, the estimated
difference between parameters is between 1.6 and 2.0 times
the standard error of the difference. When this is the case,
the statement of comparison will be qualified in some way,
e.g., by use of the phrase “‘some evidence.”

Note when using small estimates. Summary measures (such
as percent distributions) are shown in the report only when

the base of the measure is 75,000-or greater. Because of the
large standard errors involved, there is little chance that sum-
mary measures would reveal useful information when com-
puted on a smaller base. Estimated numbers are shown,
however, even though the relative standard errors of these.
numbers are larger than those for corresponding percentages.
These smaller estimates are provided primarily to permit such
combinations of the categories as serve each user’s need.

STANDARD ERROR TABLES AND THEIR USE

In order to derive standard errors that would be appli-
cable to a large number of estimates and could be prepared
ata moderate cost, a number of approximations were required.
Therefore, instead of providing an individual standard error
for each estimate, generalized sets of standard errors are
provided for various types of characteristics. As a result, the
sets of standard errors provided give an indication of the
order of magnitude of the standard error of an estimate
rather than the precise standard error.

The figures in tables B-1 and B-2 provide approximations
to standard errors of estimated nimbers and estimated per-
centages. Standard errors for intermediate values not shown
in the generalized tables of standard errors may be approxi-
mated by linear interpolation. Estimated standard errors for
specific characteristics cannot be obtained from tables B-1
or B-2 without the use of factors in table B-3. These factors
must be applied to the generalized standard errors in order to
adjust for the combined effect of sample design and esti-
mating procedure on the value of the characteristic.

Two parameters (denoted “a” and "b”) are used to cal- -
culate standard errors for each type of characteristic; they
are presented in table B-4. These parameters were used to
calculate the standard errors in tables B-1 and B-2, and to
calculate the factors in table B-3. They also may be used
to directly calculate the standard errors for estimated num-
bers and percentages. Methods for direct computation are
given in the following sections.

Table B-1. Standard Errors of Estimated Numbers

(68 chances out of 100. Numbers in thousaﬁds)

Size of estimate Standard error
= 2 19
100, .ot e, 21
250 . ittt 34
500, ... iiiiiiiii ittt 48
1,000.....00tieiennnrennnnnns 67
2,500, ... i 106
5,000, . c0uernnenrinnnnennnns 149
10,000.....00ivevenniennnnn. 208
25,000, . ... i e 316
35,000, ... .iiiniiiriinanans 363
50,000, ....00vvttrernennneane 414
75,000, . .00 iiiiiniiiannns 462
100,000...........000ctiennn, 476
150,000.......000cvieennnn. 410
180,000............... PP 279
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Table B-2. Standard Errors of Estimated Percentages

(68 chances out of 100)

Base of estimated Estimated percentage
percentage
(thousands) 2 or 98 5 or 95 10 or 90 25 or 75 50
7 3.5 5.4 7.4 10.7 12.3
100. .. i iiiiiniieniinsinnanenn 3.0 4,7 6.4 9.3 10.7
250 . i e i e e 1.9 2.9 4.1 5.9 6.8
500........ et ae et 1.3 2.1 2.9 4.1 4.8
1,000... .00 iivnsinerecaronnsans 0.9 1.5 2.0 2.9 3.4
2,500, .. 00t i e 0.6 0.9 1.3 1.9 2.1
5,000, . ...t iiiiriinrcncionaces 0.4 0.7 0.9 1.3 1.5
10,000, .. ...t iirrninrnnennnnnas 0.3 0.5 0.6 0.9 1.1
25,000, .. 0 iiiiniiiiiieieirssaas 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.6 0.7
35,000....... O 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.5 0.6
50,000.....c00iiteininercannnaas 0.13 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5
75,000, ... 0.iieiiiiieniedonannen 0.11 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.4
100,000.....000000vevvnnn. ieene 0.09 0.15 0.2 0.3 0.3
200,000, .. 0c0iuecnrincecnncnaas 0.07 0.10 0.14 0.2 0.2
Table B-3. Factors to Be Applied to Generalized Table B-4. “a”" and "‘b” Parameters for Estimated
Standard Errors in Tables B-1 Numbers and Percentages
and B-2
Parameters
Type of characteristic Factor Type of characteristic
a b
Total single and multiple ancestry
by age, marital status, household Total single and multiple
and family, residence, Mother ancestry by age, marital
tongue, current language.....c.eces00 1.0 status, household and family,
residence, mother tongue,
Years of school completed, literacy, current language.............. | =0.000023 | 4,571
ability to speak English: Years of school completed,
Race: literacy, ability to speak
Total Oor Whit€eeeeeeeesoreasasnrnns 0.7 English:
BlacCKesessoscsasssosssasscossonssns 0.8 Race:
Ethnic origin (foreign born, native of Total or Whit€.eeseeanan ... | -0.000016 2,064
foreign or mixed parentage)...cceccoecs 0.8 BlaCK..ceecsosacssossosessss | =0.000186 2,792
Ethnic origin (foreign born,
Income, employment, unemployment, native of foreign or mixed
not in 1abor force....eciveecoceeceacs 0.7 parentage) ccecoccsscsesssessess | -0.000019 | 3,033
Income, employment,
unemployment, not in
Standard errors of estimates numbers. The approximate stand- 18bOT FOrCEe..vevvevsncas veesss | =0.000017 | 2,423

ard, error, o, of an estimated number shown in this report
can be obtained in two ways. It may be obtained by use of

the formula

0x=f0 (1)

where f is the appropriate factor from table B-3, and ¢ is the
standard error on the estimate obtained by interpolation
from table B-1. Alternatively, standard errors may be approxi-
mated by the following formula (2) from which the standard
errors were calculated in table B-1. Use of this formula will
provide more accurate results than the use of formula (1)

above.
2
ox = \’ax + bx )

Here x is the size of the estimate and a and b are the para-
meters in table B-4 associated with the particular type of
characteristic. When calculating standard errors for numbers

from cross-tabulations involving different characteristics,
use the factor or set of parameters for the characteristic
which will give the largest standard error.

tHustration of the computation of the standard error of an
estimated number. Table C shows that in November 1979
there were 96,496,000 persons reporting a specific single
ancestry. Using formula (2) with a = -0.000023 and b = 4571
from table B-4, the approximate standard error! is

\(—0.000023) (96,496,000)* + 4571 (96,496,000) = 476,000

1Using formula (1), the appropriate factor from table B-3 (1.0)
and table B-1, the approximate standard error is 1.0 x 474,000 =
474 ,000.
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The chances are 68 out of 100 that the estimate would have
been a figure differing from the average of all possible samples
by less than 476,000. The chances are 95 out of 100 that the
estimate would have been a figure differing from the average
of all possible samples by less than 952,000 (twice the stand-
are error), i.e., the 95-percent confidence interval for number
of persons reporting single ancestry is from 95,544,000 to
97,448,000,

Standard errors of estimated percentages. The reliability of
an estimated percentage, computed using sample data for
both numerator and denominator, depends upon both the
size of the percentage and the size of the total upon which
the percentage is based. Estimated percentages are relatively
more reliable than the corresponding estimates of the numer-
ators of the percentages, particularly if the percentages are
50 percent or more. When the numerator and denominator
of the percentage are in different categories, use the factor
or parameters from table B-3 or B-4 indicated by the numer-
ator. The approximate standard error, 0 (x,p) of an estimated
percentage can be obtained by use of the formula

x,p) - 1O (3)

In this formula, f is the appropriate factor from table B-3,
and ¢ is the standard error on the estimate from table B-2.
Alternatively, standard errors may be approximated by
formula (4), from which standard errors in table B-2 were
calculated; direct computation will give more accurate
results than use of the standard error tables and the factors.

= b * p—
% x.p) \/7 P (100—p) @)

Here x is the size of the subclass of persons, families and
unrelated individuals, households, or householders which is
the base of the percentage, p is the percentage (0 < p < 100),
and b is the parameter in table B-4 associated with the parti-
cular type of characteristic in the numerator of the percentage.

Hlustration of the computation of the standard error of a
percentage. Table C shows that of the 96,496,000 persons
reporting a specific single ancestry in November 1979,
27.2 percent were of foreign birth or parentage. From
table B-4, ‘the appropriate b parameter is 4571. Using
formula (4), the approximate standard error on 27.2 percent
is

4571 . ,
\/96,496,000 (27.2) (72.8) = 0.3 percent

Consequently, the chances are 68 out of 100 that the
estimated percent would be within 0.3 percentage points
of the average of all possible samples. Chances are 95 out of
100 that the estimate would be within 0.6 percentage points

2Using formula (3), the appropriate factor from table B-3 (1.0)
and table B-2, the approximate standard error is also 0.3 percent,

of the average of all possible samples, i.e., the 95-percent
confidence interval for the percentage of persons reporting
single ancestry that were of foreign birth or parentage is
from 26.6 to 27.8 percent.

Standard error of a difference. For a difference between
two sample estimates, the standard error is approximately
equal to

2
0.2

Pix-y) Ox + y {5)

where o, and oy are the standard errors of the estimates
x and y; the estimates can be of numbers, percents, ratios,
etc. This will represent the actual standard errors quite accu-
rately for the difference between two estimates of the same
characteristic in two different areas, or for the difference
between separate and uncorrelated characteristics in the
same area. If, however, there is a high positive {(negative)
correlation between the two characteristics, the formula will
overestimate (underestimate) the true standard error.

lllustration of the computation of the standard error of a
difference. As stated earlier, table C shows that in November
1979, 27.2 percent of persons reporting a single ancestry were
of foreign birth or parentage. Table C also shows that 8.8
percent of persons reporting a multiple ancestry (82,582,000)
were of foreign birth or parentage. Thus, the apparent dif-
ference between the percent of persons reporting single
ancestry and multiple ancestry of foreign birth or parentage,
is 18.4 percent. Using formula (4) and the appropriate b para-
meter (4571) from table B-4, the approximate standard error
on the 8.8 percent is 0.2 percent. Therefore, using formula
(5), the standard error of the estimated difference of 18.4
percent is about

\/(0.3)2 +(0.2)% = 0.4 percent

This means that the 68-percent confidence interval for
the difference between the percent of persons reporting as
single ancestry and multiple ancestry of foreign birth or
parentage is from 18.0 to 18.8 percent, and the 95-percent
confidence interval is from 17.6 to 19.2 percent.

Standard error of a median. The sampling variability of an
estimated median depends upon the form of the distribution
as well as the size of its base. An approximate method for
measuring the reliability of a median is to determine a
confidence interval about it. (See the section on sampling
variability for a general discussion of confidence intervals.}
The following procedure may be used to estimate the 68-
percent confidence limits of a median based on sample data.

1. Determine, using formula (3) or formula (4) and the
appropriate base, the standard error on a 50-percent
characteristic; ;

2. Add to and subtract from 50 percent the standard error
determined in step (1);
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3. Using the distribution of the characteristic, calculate the
confidence interval corresponding to the two points
established in step (2). These values will be the limits
for the confidence interval.

A 95-percent confidence interval may be determined by
finding the values corresponding to 50 percent plus and
minus twice the standard error determined in step (1).

Hlustration of the computation of a confidence interval for
a Median. Table 2 of this report shows that in November
1979 the median age of persons reporting their single
ancestry as German was 37.1 years. The base of the distri-
bution from which the median was determined is 17,160,000
persons.
1. Using formula {4) and the parameter from table B-4, the
standard error of 50 percent on a base of 17,160,000 is
about 0.8 percent.

2. To obtain a 95-percent confidence interval on the esti-
mated median, add to and subtract from 50 percent twice

the standard error found in step (1). This yields per-
centage limits 48.4 and 51.6.

3. From table 2 it can be determined that 47.3 percent
reporting German as their single ancestry were younger
than 35 years old and 13.3 percent were 35 to 44 years
old. By linear interpolation, the lower limit of the esti-
mate is found to be about

35.0 + (45.0 — 35.0)(—48'413?—3‘ﬁ)= 35.8

Similarly, the upper limit is found to be about

51.6—47.3\_
35.0 + (45.0 — 35.0) (_Ts—)‘ 38.2

Thus, the 95-percent confidence interval for the median
age of persons reporting German as their single ancestry is
35.8 to 38.2 years.
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