





















































After 1971, all of Alaska (except the An-
nette Islands Reserve) was divided into
12 geographically defined Alaska Native
Regional Corporations. An Alaska Native
Regional Corporation is a corporate entity
organized to conduct business for profit.
The boundaries of these regions have
been legally established.

m» [n 1980, the largest number of Alaska
Natives lived in the Calista Regional
Corporation (13,594 persons) and the
smatlest number lived in Ahtna (549
persons).

a Of the 12 Regional Corporations in
Alaska, Calista had the highest con-
centration of Alaska Natives at 87
percent of the total population. Cook
inlet had the second largest number of
Alaska Natives (10,854); however, this
group comprised only a small share (5
percent) of the overall population in
the corporation’s area.

Figure 25. Alaska Natives in Alaska Native Regional
Corporations: 1980
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In a State that was, on average, much
younger than the national average, Alaska
Natives were younger still.

a Almost half (47 percent) of Alaska
Natives were under 20 years of age,
compared with 36 percent of Alaska’s
total population.

a Forty-seven percent of Alaska Natives
and 59 percent of the State’s popula-
tion were 20 to 59 years old.

a Seven percent of Alaska Natives and 5
percent of Alaska’s total population
were 60 years old or older.

m The median age of Alaska Natives was
21.4 years, compared with 26.1 years
for the total State population.

Figure 26. Percent Distribution of Alaska
Natives in Alaska, by Age: 1980
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Alaska Natives had proportionately fewer
married-couple families and more families
with a female householder and no hus-
band present than did the State as a
whole.

Only 68 percent of the 11,700 Alaska
Native families consisted of a husband
and wife; this was true for 84 percent
of the 95,560 total families in Alaska.

Among Alaska Natives, American
Indians had the smallest percentage of
married-couple families at 65 percent,
while Aleuts had the largest at 71
percent.

The proportion of families with a fe-
male householder and no husband
present was twice as high among
Alaska Natives as it was among
Alaska's total population: 22 percent
and 11 percent, respectively.

One-fourth of American Indian famities
and one-fifth of Eskimo and Aleut
families each were maintained by
female householders.

Figure 27. Type of Family for Alaska Natives
in Alaska: 1980
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Although Alaska Natives have made great
strides in education during this century,
Alaska Natives remain less likely to have
high school diplomas or college degrees
than other Alaskans.

Forty-six percent of the 27,460 Alaska
Natives 25 years or older had com-
pleted high school, Compared with 83
percent statewide.

Less than four percent of Alaska Na-
tives were college graduates, while the
statewide total was 21 percent.

Among Alaska Native groups, Ameri-
can Indians and Aleuts were more
likely to have a high school education
and a college degree than were
Eskimos.

Figure 28. Educational Attainment for Alaska Natives
in Alaska: 1980
(Persons 25 years and over)
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Among Alaska Natives in 1980, labor
force participation (defined as persons
employed or unemployed and actively
iooking for work) was substantially lower
than for Alaska as a whole.

Less than half of the 40,960 Alaska
Natives 16 years and older were in the
labor force in 1980, compared with
about 72 percent of Alaska’s total
population.

Sixty percent of all females in the
State of Alaska and 43 percent of
Alaska Native females were in the
labor force in 1980. Similarly, 82 per-
cent of Alaska’s total males 16 and
over were in the labor force, compared
with only 55 percent of Alaska Native
males.

American Indians had the highest labor
force participation rates of the three
Alaska Native groups; this may be
because they were more likely to live
in urban areas. Eskimos who tend to
live in more rural areas had the

lowest rates.

Figure 29. Labor Force Participation Rates for
Alaska Natives in Alaska, by Sex: 1980
(Persons 16 years and over)
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Alaska Natives were more likely than the
total State’s population to be in service
jobs or to be operators, fabricators, or
faborers and less likely to be in manage-
rial and professional jobs.

a Among the 15,760 employed Alaska

Natives 16 years and older, 19 percent
were in managernial and professional
occupations, compared with 29 per-
cent for the State as a whole.

Alaska Natives were somewhat less
likely than the State’s total population
to be employed in technical, sales, and
administrative jobs: 29 percent and 31
percent, respectively.

Alaska Natives were more likely than
the statewide population to be in serv-
ice jobs (22 percent and about 14
percent, respectively) and to be opera-
tors, fabricators, or laborers

(15 percent and about 11 percent,
respectively).

Figure 30. Percent Distribution for Major Occupations
for Alaska Natives in Alaska: 1980
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The median money income of Alaska
Native families has remained below the
average for Alaska as a whole. The me-
dian money income levels of families are
related to a number of factors, such as
number of workers in the family, educa-
tional attainment levels, and family com-
position. The median money income
does not include the value of noncash
benefits such as housing, food, or medical
assistance.

m Alaska, with a median family income of
$28,400, had the highest income of
any State. For Alaska Natives, the
median family income was $15,920,
only 56 percent of the median income
for the State.

m Aleut families earned an average of
$21,220, followed by American Indians
($17,160) and Eskimos ($13,510).

m Among married-couple families, me-
dian income levels were $31,030 for
the State total and $19,710 for Alaska
Natives.

Figure 31. Median Family Income in 1979 by Type of
Family, for Alaska Natives in Alaska: 1980
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According to the 1980 census, a sizable
proportion of Alaska Natives lived in pov-
erty in 1979, when the poverty threshold
for a family of four was $7,412. The
definition of poverty status does not in-
clude the value of noncash benefits such
as housing, food, or medical assistance.

m About 1in 4 or 16,170 Alaska Native
persons were poor, compared with
about 1in 10 or 41,620 for the State
as a whole.

m About 3 in 10 Eskimos lived in poverty,
compared with 2 in 10 Aleuts and
American Indians.

m The proportions of Alaska Native fami-
lies (25 percent) and families statewide
(9 percent) living below the poverty
level were about the same as the
proportions for persons living below
the poverty level: 26 percent for
Alaska Native persons and 11 percent
for persons statewide.

Figure 32. Poverty Rates in 1979 of Alaska Native
Persons and Families in Alaska: 1980
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Summary

The statistical portrait of the American Indian and Alaska
Native populations in the United States, presented by the
1980 Census of Population and Housing information,
shows a fast-growing and young population. Both are
very diverse with the American indian population com-
posed of hundreds of tribes. These groups still lag behind
the rest of the Nation in many important respects. How-
ever, historical census data reveal that significant pro-
gress has been made over the years.
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The following tables show data from the 1980 census on
selected characteristics for the 25 largest American Indian
reservations from the supplementary questionnaire and 10
largest Alaska Native villages from the regular census
questionnaire.
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