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_ ] ABSTRACT
.The pfingib]e objective of this paper is to document differences.in
socioeconomic status between American Indians residing 1ns1de and outside
of American Indian areas, and to begin to show how residential location

affects—the material well-being of American Indians. This paper will

- not test specific hypotheses, but will give descriptive information about

American Indians to document basic differences associated with residence.
American Indian areas such as reservations were originally established
to remove American Indians from the mainstream of American society (Ultey
1984). Subsequent reservation policies varied; some policies such as
the Indian Reorganization Act (1934) worked with tribal governments while
other policies such as those reflected in the General Allotment Act (1887)
and House Concurrent Resolution 108 (1935) were used to bring American
Ingians into the ”melting pot" of American society. Instead of becoming
transition areas fornentry into American society, resennations became
ethnic enclaves where Indians continued to practice their religion,
language, and lifestyles. Industrial development bypassed some Indian

lands partly because of their isolated location and partly because,

unlike European immigrants, lifestyles and value systems of many American

fndians were not particularly compatible with the demands of industrial i

. deveTopment (Miner 19]6 Jacobsen 1984). As a "result, American Ind1ans

1nside ared§ deve]oped subsistence economies with predictably low stan-

'dards of material wealth and high levels of poverty and unemployment.

The types of 1dent1fied American Indian areas recognized in the 1980

_census were based onrrecommendations of the Office of Madagement and

Budget Task Force on Indian Census, State governments, and consultations

with American Indian tribal governments and organizations. American Indian



areus ¢n che 18&0L centys consisted of American Iudien reservations, tribal
trust lands [off reservations), 2nd the historic areas of QOk1ahoma
(excluding urbanized areas). American Indian reservations are areas with
boundaries established by treaty, statute, and/or executive court order;
in 1980 the reservation boundaries were jdentified by the Bureau of Indian
Affairs (BIA) and the State governments and were located in 33 States.
some of the American Indian reservations had tribal trust lands in the
vicinity of the reservation; these areas were also identified by the BIA.
The historic areas of Oklahoma (excluding urbanized areas) consisted
of the former reservations which had legally established boundaries during
the period 1900-1907. These reservations were dissolved during the 2- to
3-year period preceding the staterood of Oklahoma in 1907. The former
reservat1on boundaries are used for planning and program implementation
by tribes and the Federal government. In the census, the entire area
encompassing the former reservations was jdentified (excluding urbanized
areas); individual former reservat1ons were not identified separately.
The histcric areas of Oklahoma (excluding urbanized areas) were not
'ideptified in previous censuses.

1nformation on American Indians, Eskimos, and Aleuts was derived

vfrom answers to the 1980 census race item. The concept of race used by

the Census Bureau reflects self-ident1f1cation and does not denote a
scientific definition of biological stock. For persons who could not

provide a single response to the race question,.the race of the person's

" _mother was used; however, if a single response could not be obtained for

the person's meEher, the first race reported by the person yas~used.- In
the 1970 the race of the person's father was used.
The categories “aAmerican Indian,” “Eskimo,” and “Aleut” include

.persons who classified themselves as such in one of the specific race



3
catregories. in addition,wpersons who did not report themselves in one’
of the specifjc race eategories, but entered the name of an American
Indian tribe of reported entries such as Canadian Indian, French-American
Indian, or Spanish-AdeEieen'Ihdian, were classified as American Indian.
Due to quputing procedures all of the data presented in this paper are
for American Indians, Eskimos, and Aleuts Combined; for this paper,
“"American Indian" refers to the sum of the groups.

Although this paper describes data only for Oklahoma, a subsequent
report will look more closely at data for the United States as a whole.
Our choice of Oklahoma for preliminary tabulations is dictated by several
considerations. Historically, Oklahoma has had an unparalleled role in
Indian affairs. During the 19th century, Oklahoma was the original Indian
Territory for tribes from the eastern United States who were relocated in
large numbers. As a result, Oklahoma has the second largest Indian
population (after California), and a diverse representation of tribal
cultures from the East and from the Plains tribes that originally iphabited
the area. Oklahoma is especially interesting because, compared to
California's relatively urbanized popuia#ion, Indians in Oklahoma are a
larger share of the total state popuiatién (over 5 percent), and reside
in proportionally greater numbers in American Indian areee.

' Throhgh a series of tables we show some of the differences between
American IndianS‘living;inside American Indiafs areas and thbse living
outside these areas. There are major differences in socioecbhemic status’
between residences; but also significant differences between sexes.
Proportions in the iabor‘force.rdistributions by class of wnrker, oc;upetibn?
and industry, and poverty levels show.that.American IndianSfliVing ’
outside American Indian areas have higher standards of living than those
Aiiviqg inside these areas. |




the data presented here, aithough admittedly geiieral ind béuad i
scope, are a first step for documenting the econumic conditions of American
Indians .inside American Indian aEeas. These data can be used in conjunction
with data from other sources to help policy makers determine recent
economic conditions to aid in program implementation. The 1980 ceﬁsﬁs
was the first to document conditions within American Indian areas. Of
course, census data by themselves are insufficient to fully describe
conditions inside American Indian areas because American Indian attitudes
and desires cannot not be obtained from census data alone. Later papers

will analyze the conditions in these areas in greater detail.
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